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PREFACE, 


To the Children of the 
Reformation. 


F. not concerned to know whoſe hand it is which holds 

the Link, but follow the light it grves: Reach your 

S# hand idreceice this Treatiſe, which 7:47%s t9e ſhore, 

where the Ark of our Reformation, (patte”'d by a D2'nze of 

'  Treubles, may reſt ; whichis a Hol; Liveriy 19 £11 45% e459 
fer{on 10 believe or not belizus, aft or not aft, as + 1ioafes, 
ith a (afe Conſcience, according to the Princigies of our 
Reformation. Ie generally lament the convilfiens which 
hike or Church and State, through ihe diverſity of Openi- 
o1r profeſſ-d by: our ſeveral Congree:tions ; feme Remedies 
h1ve been afplied tebring #s to Peace ard Conformity, bus all 
have proved inzffeftual ; {ome of our Dsfors ju. 22, neuthing 
can cure our Difeaſe bur 4 General Council or ſupream Aurho- 
rity, to whoſe Sentence we !hould all {ubmit ; but this, be- 
frdes that it is Poriſh, to grant any humane power for 10 oblige 
our Conſciences againſt our Fudgments in matters of Religion, 
3 but an imaginary Remedy for « real Evil : For, it's not in 
zhe Reformation as in Popery ; in this there is a ſupream Au- 
r2ortty for 10 convene the Paſtors of divers Kingdoms to a ge- 
erat Conncil, in our Reformation there is none ; Popery be 
lieves tt's Councils and Popes intallible, and therefore they 
4 2 C47,7:08 
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emma; but acquieſce, lecauſe an infallivl? Sentence leavss yg 
doab: of che Truth ; but in the Refermation, all Connils 
and bumme Authsr ity are fajlible, ant cenfequen:ly their 
Deciſcoas ms) be doubied of, and we are never ceriain of the 
Truth. 

Others juize , the Remedy of eur Diſeaſe can be no other 
but Piilsef Pertecution, penal Laws, Ads of Parliament, 
Ordmances of Sinids, forcing Aen to Contormity; bat this 
has proced rot vrly dejftri:five 20 the trace of the Church, bu; 
Þx theckt the very foundation of our Kefermarion : Fer if we 
mujt belteve under (evere penalties what the State and Eccle- 
fatical Awberity will bave as be'tzue, then Scripture may þ 
no more our Rult of Faith, but the State ana Chirrch, which 
zells me what I maujt believe, ard we muſt be deprived of the 
rizht ard power of Imterpreting Scripture, and believing it 
in the ſenſe we think it to be the true, and yet our whole Re- 
fermat ion #s cemented and was firſt raiſed upon this Holy Li- 
b-rty ; that every ore [ould read Scripture, interpret it, and 
believe whatever he thought was the true ſenſe of it, without 
any compulſion or conſtraint for to believe either Church, State, 
#niverſity, or Doctors, if we did not judge by Scripture his 
Dottrine was true. 

If prudence had as great 4 ſhare in our conduff, as paſſion, 
we ſhould regulate our future, by the effes of our paſt afions; 
and if we will caſt an eye back tothe tranſactions of later Tears, 
we ſhall find this compulſion of Mens Conſciences has produced 
but conſuftzon in our Church, and fatal diſturbances in our 
State, contrariwiſe, never did our Reformation enjoy more 
peace, ſhin'd with mere luſtre, and held its courſe with more 
Fappi 1eſs than whennone was moleſted for hisProfeſſion,but eve- 
ry one had liberty to believe and teach what Doftrine and [enſe 
one thought to be the moſt conformable to Scripture. Corfider 
#he infancy of the Reformation, when God raiſed Luther to ,, 
repair the ruines of the Charch; how of a ſu4d-n it [pread it 
felfin Germany, France, Holland, Poland, Scotland, 
«nd England, and by what means > Was it not by taking 4- 
way #& conſtraint of Mens Conſciences ( uſed then only x 6 
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Foti fb Church, | our bleſſed Reformers taking to themſelves 
ant 21ving t0 others, 4 Holy Liberty for to teach and believe 
whateucr they judged to be the Doctrine an1 true ſenſe of $ crip- 
rare, :99 it old be againit the recetved 9p1nion of the Corm- 
cils, Cm, Hnrverfiti-s and Deciors ? Look Into the Keign of 
Edward the VI. then 4id our Reformation flouriſh in Eng- 
land ; and was miraculoujly propagated by the Liberty of 
Martin, Bucer, Cranmer, Ochinus, Peter Martyr, and 
others in teachinr Calviniſm, Lutheraniſm , Zuinglian- 
iſm, ty 3 criptur? as every one underſtood 7t : Deſ(cend to the 
Keign of Queen Mary 3 then the light of the Golpel was e- 
clipſed, becauſe the fiock was again Popiſhly compelled to be- 
lieve, not what thy judged by Scriprure to be true, but what 
the Pope and Church ju.lged was juch : come down a ſlep lows 
er to Queen Elizabechs tim-, then the flock recovering that 
Holy Liberty for 10 believe what each one thought was the Doct- 
rine of Scripture ; the Reformation gained groma, our ſeveral 
Congregations lived peaceably, for tho Proteftancy was eſta- 
blitht the Religion of the Land,others were not oppreſſed, nor 
their Liberty conſtrained by compulſtons : Step down a degree 
lower to King James his time,the Reformation beld its courſe 
as proſperoufly as in Quzen Elizabeths time, becauſe Mens 
Conſciences were not oppreſſed ; a% Refermed Brethren had full 
Liberty to believe as they pleaſed, the Proteſtancy was the 
Religion of the King : Lock down 4 jtep lower to King Charles 
in. firſl's Reign bis Majeſty carried with a Godly Zeal of re- 
ſtrainirg the diverfity of Opinions, begs by the Liberty :m- 
jo ed in his predeceſſors times, would by new Laws and Ordi- 
n ances force the flock to an Htnijormity of Doirine, but our $ea- 
lous Brethren the Presbyter:ians, imnatient of any conſtraint 
in a} irs of Reli7ion, and ple1ting for the E vanzelical I 7- 
beriy of our Ref6rination, for to Gelieve nothing, nor uſe any 
Res or Ceremunies., but as each one Jtiged by Scritcure to be 
concentent, they eoveranted azÞmft bis Majeſty and Biſhops ; 
and the Storm grew 10 that h:179s, that bsth Chirchtial Stare 
were drown'4 aliasſt in 1h? Biusd of our Reformed Brethern : 
Laſtly, look ufon our Realm as it 55 at preſent, the [y1aptoms of 
| dif- 
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diſſatisfa#ions which you may read and hear in Coffe-Houfes, 
in publick and private Converſations : the (parkles of jealouſies, 
which appear in ourLand the cabals againlt our Government the 
' animeſity of divided parties, the murmur and complaints of all, 
what's all this but the ſmoke of that hidden fire of Zeal,wherewith 

Proteſtants would forcePresbyterians by prna!Laws,to profeſs 
their Tenets, Presbyterians exclaimm againſt row pond as a * 

gaiuſt Popery, Quakers judge borh to be limbs of Satan, Ana. 
baptiſts look on all three,as children of Perdition : and no Con. 
gregation would give Liberty for 10 profeſs any Tenets but its 
own ; inſomuch that if you conſuder all well, each of our con- 
gregations are 4s ſevere Tyrants over our judgments and con- 
(ciences,, as Popery was, and our Reformation comes to be 
in effect but an exchange of one Italian Pope, for many En- 
glifh ones : For as in Popery, we muſt ſubmit our Fudg- 
ments 10 the Pope and Church of Rome, or be eſteemed 
putrid rotten Members,and be ſhut out of Heavens Gates, and 
fuffer I nquiſitions,Perſecutions, Excommunications, and 
what not , ſo among us, you muſt believe Scripture, as Inter- 
treted by the Church of England, or you are condemned by 
them , you muſt believe Scripture, as Interpreted by the Pres- ” 
byterians, or you are accurſed by them , you mult believe as 
Anabepriſts do 6 you are damn'd by them, and not one 
Congreg 1tion among #5, but would Root all the oihers out of 
the World, if i3 could, and we do not fear that daneer 
whereof S. Paul, Gal. 5. 15. warxs vs, we bite and * 
your one another, let's take heed, we be not conſumed 
one of another ; giving #s likewiſe 4 wholſome advice inthe 
ame place, bow to prevent this Evil , Stand fait in the 
iberry wherewith Chriſt has made u's free, and be not 
enangled again with theYoke of Bondage:The World did 
groan under this beauy Toke in Popery : wherein our Rule of 
t 41:h,was Scripture as imterpreted by the Pope and Church : \ 
Scripture was kept from the hand of the flock > No man fet- 
raizied 10 21vt or believe any Interpretation or ſenſe of it, but 
wh4t ihe Pope, Church, and Fathers 4:d approve : our 
Keajon, our Fudgments, our Conſciences were flava m_ 
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this Toke, until that God raiſed our glorious and bleſſed Re- 
formers, Luther, Calvin , Zaninglws, Beza, and others ? 
who took a Holy Liberty, and gave us all Liberty for to Read 
an4 Interpret Scripture, t0 believe no Doc: ranes but what we 
judged 10 be true by Scripture. To believe any ſenſe of t, 
which we judeed to be true, tho contrary 50 all the World 
They took for their Rule of Faith Scripture, and nothing elſe 
but Scrinrure as each one of them under\to01 ! rthis fame Rule 
of Faich they left tb us, and a Holy Free.lom and Liberty of our 
Fudzments an Conſciences, that any man of ſound Fudgment 
may bald and believe whatever ſenſe of it he thinks to be true. 
Ti>is therefore is the [cope and end of my following Treatiſe, 
that, whereas our Rule of Faith, as I will prove by the una- 
nimoxs conſent of our whole Reformed Church, is Scripture or 
Gods Wrinee Word, as Interprete4 by each perſon of ſound 
Fudgment ; that whereas by the principles of our Reformation, 
no man $5 t0 be conſtrained to believe any Doftrin? againſt hs 
Fulgment and Conſcience : ( otherwiſe why were not we left 
im Popery) it is impious, tyrannical, and quite againſt the 
Syiris of the Reformation, to force 2s by Ads of Parliaments, 
Decrees of Syno4s, Invetrves, and Perſecutions of indiſcreet 
Brethren, to embrace this or that Reltzion ; that every one 
0ght to b: permitted to believe what be pleaſe ; if you think 
Bizamy to be the Drdarine of Scyipruye, if you think by Scrip- 
ture there is one Nature and four Perſons in God, if you think 
Tranluvſtantiation to be true, if you judge by Gods Words 
there's neithzr Purgatsry nor Hell, finally whatever you think 
20 be the true ſenſe of Scripture, you are bound as 4 true Re- 
forme4 Child, to believe 1: ; that it is quite ao 4in{t the (pirit 
. of Reformation to cen{ure, oppoſe or blaine th: Dotrine or Te= 
nets of any congregation, or of any D:or of the Reformed 
Church, becau{e that any Dofrive profeſſe | by any Chriltian 
Congreg4t163, whatever ( the Popith excepted ) or that ever 
was delivered by any min of zoo4 Fudzment of the Reforma- 
ton, ſince the beginning of it, until this day, is as truly and 
really the Doctrine of the Reformz:ion, as the Fizurative 
Preſence or Kings ſupremacy is. Conſequently Proteſtants 


S————_——— —_ — at. 
o % - — 


—_— 
- 


THEPREFACE: 


are deſervedly to be checks for perſecuting Quakers ; Qua. 
kers, for mumuring againſt Presbyterians ; theſe, 7 
their invefives againſt Anabaptiſts and Sociniang ; 
Al! are very good,and you may lawfully according to the priy. 
ciples of our Reformation believe them, or deny tein. 

This Evangelical Liberty of believing any thing which we 
judge to be the ſenſe of Scripture, tho" all thereſt of the worlg : 
ſhould judge it tobe a Blaſphemy, is the moft diſtinfive ſign 
of the Reformation from Popery ; fer Papiſss are the Children 
of Agar the Slave; they live in Bondage and conflraint to be- 
lieve any Dofrine, which the Pope and Church propoſes to 
them ; and if a learned Man or ttniverſity fhoull judge it to 
be contrary to Scripture, he muſt ſubmit his judgment to that 
of the Pope, or be condemn'd as an Heretick: In our Refor- 
mation we are the Children of Sarah the Free ; our Rule of 
Faith is Scripture, as each perſon of ſound Fudgment in the 
Church underſtands ; if we ds not like the Dotrine of the 
Pope, Church, or Council, we may gainſay them all, and 
bold our own ſenſe of ſcripture : We enjoy the prerogative of 
rational creatures, we are led by our ownreaſon, which God 
has given us for our condudt, and are not like Beaſts, con- 
ſtrained to follow hat of others. We follow the Rule given 
us by St. Paul, Rom. 14. He who eats, let him not 
deſpiſe him who does not eat; and who does nor ear, 
ke kim not deſpiſe him who does eat, for God hath 
received him : That's to ſay, he who believes, let him not 
cbeck him who does not believe as he does : An:! he who does 
not believe, let him not blame him whe do2s believe : But let 
each one believe, or net believe as he thinks beſt in the Lord : 
This holy Liberty and Freedom is the Spirit of Gol, for, 
where the Spirit of God is, there is Liberty. 2 Cor3. 
ſaysthe great Apoſile : The Lord inſpirezo our Parliainent, 
that now fi:s upon a perfeft ani new ſettlement of Govern- 
ment and Religion, 10 follow the foot-jteps of our firſt re- 
nowned Rejormers ; to ena that there may be no other Rule 
of Faith, bus that which we r:cerve4 from our Reformers, 
end which is laid down for us in the 39 Articles of tbe 
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Church of England : That is, Scripture 4s each one beft 
underſtands tt, without regarding ihe judgment, ſenſe, or 
interpretation of any but the pure Word of God » 4s we 
underjt and tt, and 10 ena penal Laws againſt any fo bold 
and uncharitable, as 10 cenſure or blame the Tenets of any 
congeregation, be it Lutheraniſm, Presbytery, Ariamim, 
Judaitm, or Paganiſm, or any Doctrine whatever, 7. 
any man of ſound judzment thinks in his con{ctence to be the 
ſenſe and Doctrine of Scripture. 

Three things make me hope that this Treatiſe will oe wel- 
come to the well inclined and pious Reader of our Reformed 
Church : Firft, that there is not one Author quoted in this 
Bock, but our ewn Doftors, learned and go ly children of rbe 
Reformation ; and thus I obſerve, that my reader may knww 
there's not 4 jot of any DoArine here but what is of the Refor- 
mation ; and alſo advertiſe our Vriters and Schol-men, haw 
much they diſcredit our Reformed Church, b; miking fo muciy- 
uſe of Popiſh Doffors and Books in their Writings, as if we 
had not great and learned Men of our own ; if we lock into 
our Biſhops and Miniſters Libraries, we ſhall mezt but Books 
either of confeſſedly Papiſts, or (trongly ſuſpeFe1 of Popery 3 
and you ſhall hardly meet in any of them, the works of Luther, 
Calvin, Beza, or any of our own Authors, if you do ret 
meet ſome Comedies, or Romances : If you reid our mo- 
dern Writers, you ſhall find their Books to be (tuft with Ar- 
guments ſtolen from Strapleton, Peron, Bellarmin, and 
other Popifh Doftor;, whereas they ought to take their Doti- 
rine from Luther, Calvin, ard our other firſs Reformers, 
Apoſiles raiſed by Gods Heavenly Spirit ; Oracles by whoſe 
months and pens he delivered the pure and Orthodox Doctrine 
of the Goſpel; Hedvenly Fountains, from which we onghe 
70 drink the Doctrine of the Reformation : Therefore I have 
made a particular ſtudy for the comfort of my Reader, not te 
profane this Treatiſe with any quotation of any Popiſh Writer, 
none but our own Doctors. 

Secondly, my Reader will be pleaſed with this Treatiſe, 
becauſe I do not oblige him to believe the comenzs 6 it : if be 
miſlikes 


T ng —;” Cy - ————_———— — —_YY —_ Iu. 


THE PREFACE 


miſlikes any Doctrine couched in this Book, let him not þe 

lieveit; what I printed is to maintain bis liberty for to belies 
or 198 belie-e what he pleaſe, and that none can ſay black in 
bis eye, for believing whatever he judges to be the ſenſe of 
Scripture, let all others think of it what they will ; for, ow 
Rule of Faith, as TI will prove, being Scripture 4s each per. 


fon urder ſtands it ; who can be (o bold as to check you for 


veaching and believing what you underſtand Scripture to ſay? 
Some Doctrines there are in this Book delivered by Luther, 
Cal-in, Zuinglius, Beza, and others, which our Church 
of England and ſome others do call Blaſphemies and ſcanda- 


lous Terets ; and their irreverence and arrogance is run ſo far 


&s 10 conderm thoſe Eleſſed men, for teaching ſuch Tenets, -and | 


ſay that they [rrerced from the Truth, and had their frailties, 
inſomuch that mary of us are aſhamed to own thoſe great men 
to have been our Reſormers and leaders : This is an impiety 
altozether ix{iitper:able, it cannot be ſuff ered with patience, 


thas ſuch Apoftolical men, who were undeniably our firſts 
Maſters of ite Reformation, ſhould be ſo vilified and abu{cd: 


Therefore I do proce, that there's no Doctrine delivered by. 


formation : And can be accordirg the princitles of 14s Re- 
formed Church, believed and taught by any Rejormed child : 
For what rs our Rule of Faith in the Refs: mauon, but 
Scripture, as each perſon of foun.! judgment underſtindls it? 
conſequently what is th: Doctrine of the Feforn:a ion, bt 
what any perſon of ſound julginent underſtands to be of 
Scripture : Whatever Doctrine therefore Luther, Calvin, 
or other * ju4ge4 t9 be of Scripture ; How can you deny. it to 
be the Dsctrine of the Reformation, or blame them for teach- 
ing ard believing it, if you de not like is > The mcjt you can 
. zn juſtice do, is 9: to believe it : But you cannot juſtly ſay it's 
not the Doctrine of the Reformation, becauſe it's Scrip: ure, 
as under)tood by perſons of good judgment : Nor can you in 
Juſtice blame th?m, or any 6:her for belizving it, if they cike 
2t : For, muſt not we belie:e what we judge in our conjci- 
ence to be th: Doctrine of Scripture. 


them, bit is 10 le efreemed and called the Dectrire of #2 Re- 


Laſily, 
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Laſtly, my Reader will be pleaſed with the fincerity and 


plain dealing of this Treatiſe, as much as we are all offended 


by the diſſimulation and double dealing of our modern writers, 
whoſe aim and ſcope in the Books they grve out ſeems to be no- 
thing elſe, but to ſay ſomewbat. whereby they may be thoughs 
16 be no Papilts, and nothing is leſs found in their writmgs, 
than the pure and Orthodox Doirine of the Reformation 3 
and what is to be bemoan d, that you'll hardly ſee in the Hou- 
ſes or Hands of the flock the Works of Luther, Calvin, 
or our other firſt Reformers, they are hid from us, to keep us 
in ignorance of the true Reformed Doctrine, and we ſee but 
Bramhal, Tillotſon, Taylor , Stillingfleet , I horn- 
dick, and ſuch others, whoſe Doctrine is neither Popery, nor 
of the Reformation, but 4 new compound of both, they do ſo 
mangle the Queſtions controverted with their Scholaſtical ſ 
rilties and diſtinctions, as if they were aſhamed to own open- 
ly our Teners, and did endeevour to get the Opinion of mode- 
rate ſober men with the Papiſts, by drawing as near as their 
Intereſt can permit them 10 their Doctrine. Ask them if we 
be obliged to believe the Doctrine and ſenſe of ſcripture deltver- 
ed by a general Council? Our firſt Reformers reſolved roundly 
that we are net . Nay, Luther ſays expreſly we are bound to 
gainſay, and work againſt the Decrees of any Council : But 
eur modern Doors anſwer with a prety diſtinf#ien, T here's 
a civil obligation, quoth ne, bur no obligation in con- 
{cience: There's an obligation in conſcience,ſays another, 
provided you do not belieyethey are infallible. You 
may believe they are infallible objeCtively or termina- 
tively, fays another. But not ſubjectively : They are 
infallible in Fundamental points, ſays another, but not 
in inferiour Truths. Another will come yet, and ſay they are 
abſolutely infallible in all Articles,and thus by little,and littls 
8bePapiſts gain ground againſt us,and the luſtre of our Refor- 
mation is Clouded by the cowardlineſs, or ſincer ity, or Hy- 
pocrifie of our modern teachers. 1 Kings 18. How long 
halt ye between two Opinions > If the Lord be God, 
follow him : But if Baa!, then follow him. Luther, 
Cal- 
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' Calvin, Bera, and er ecber firft Reformers were raw | 
Got tanch x the gavity of the Gaſgt: "Es | 
nnd 70 follow their Dottrine : To Speak, Preach,, end Rel 

rdep 4rd. efore, I do propoſe tets Dedtrine in : 


(T7) 


Firſt Dialogue. 


ciples, and merhinks you driveto eſtabliſh a ney * 
Retigion; for that unlimited Liberry,which you - 
afſert tor to believe or not believe, whatever we 
leaſe, with a ſafe Conſcience, is not allowed by ' 
any of our Reformed Congregations; . and it were to 
: + be wiſht, you ſhould rather ſtick to ſome one of the '- 
4 Congregations now Eſtabliſht, than to ere& a new - 
þ 
| 


J s M A EL.” Thave read your Prefaceand Prin- 


one, for we have but too many already. 
* Tſaac. The Lord forbid I ſhould think or ſpeak o- 
—'{ therwiſe thanas becometh a true Child of the Refor- 
mation : If you will oblige me to believe Scri as 
Interpreted by the Lutheran Church ( the like I ſay of 
4 any other Co tion, ) and deny the Tenets of all - 
others, what difference betwixt me and a Papiſt in the 
Elefion of my Religion > For the Papiſt's Religion 
muſt be no other, but Scripture as Interpreted by the 
Pope ana Councils ; my gg, muſt be Scripture as 
- Interpreted by the Lutheren Church, and no ocher; - 
. 4 .- my Judgmen and Conſcience therefore is as much 
| | conftrained as that of the Papiſt ; and our ſeparation- 
: from Popery will come to be but an exchange of one 
Slavery for another ; in that, our Judgments aud 
Conſciences were Slaves to the Pope and Councils; in 
this, we are Slaves to the Lutheran Church : We be- 
came a Reformation by ——_ off the Yoke of Popery 


from 
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from our Judgments, and leaving them free for to be. 
lieve Scripture, as with the affiſtance of Gods Spirit, 
each one belt underſtands it ; and if we will continue 
a Reformation, we muſt not ſubmit again our Judg- 
ments to any other, but retain that bleſſed Liberty we 
recovered for to believe the I enets of any Congregati- 
on. | confeſs this Liberty is not allowed by any one * 
particular Congregation , as you obſerve; but you 
muſt alſo grant me, that 1t 15 allowed and taken by the 
whole Body of the Reformation, for in this whole 
y , as it comprehends Proteſtants, Lutherans, 
| Pregbyterians, 8c, One Congregation believes what 
| the other denys, and in any of them a man may live 
| with a ſafe Conſcience ( which you will not deny ; ) 
therefore ay man has full liberry for to believe or deny. 
with a ſafe Conſcence the Tenets.of any , Congreeati-' 
on.; Hence it follows, ( and to my grief I ſpeak.it,). 
chat, no particular, Congregation , be it of England, 
France, or Gefany, has the true Spirit, of the Refor-) 
mation, in doting ſo much upon their particular Te-., 
nets,. as to think they cannot be as well denyed, as be- 
lieved ; and in gy. upon them with fo paſſionate. 
eyes, as to cenſure, check and force others to belicye. 
them: You ſhall fee by this diſcourſe, rhat the true 
Spirit of the Reformation 1s, not in any one particular. 
Canin ſeparately taken-from the reſt ; for eack. 
particular Congregation conſtrains as much as it can, 
all People to ee uns own Tenets: Proteſtancy 
would have us all to be Proteſtants, and would root 
Lutherans out of the World as well as Popery ; Luthe- 
ras would, if they could, draw all to their own 
Net; Presbytery eſteems it (elf to be the beſt of all, 
and would cruſh Proteſtancy if it could : This then 13 
the. Spirit of each particular Congregation, a liniting, 
confinirz Spirit ro {ome patricular Tenets, with an ex- 
cluſion of all others ; bur look on the whole Body of 
our Retormation, as it includes all Reformed Con- 
gre- 
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"eregations diſtint from Popery ; there isa Holy eX= 

tenſhon of Spirit and liberty for to be either Lutherans, 

Presbyterians, Proteſtants, and any thing but Popery 3 

and whatever any Congregation may fay of another,” 
but all unanimouſly agree that the Spirit of the Lord 

is in the whole Body of the Reformation ; fince there- 

fore that in this whole Body, there is a latitude and Lij- 

berty for to Profeſs divers and oppoſite Tenets, and 

that each Tenet is believed by one, and dented by o0- 
thers ; we muſt grant that this Holy Liberty for to be- 
lieve or deny any Tenets we pleaſe, is the true Spirit 

of our Holy Reformation. | 

It's not therefore to be wiſht, as you do, that I 
ſhould ſtick to any one particular Congregation or 
Tenets ; for fach a reſtriction is meer Popery ; and 

our bemoaning the multiplicity of our ways x rs; 
s profane and Popiſh : No, it's a bleſſing of the Lord 
wpon- our Reformation, for which we ſhall never fuf- 
fictently thank him, that we ſce it divided inte ſo man; 
Godly branches. Inthe Houſe of my Father , {a:d Chriſt, 
there are inany manſions, Fohn 14. 2: 

Iſmael. By your diſcourſe you ſeem to allow that 
we may with a fate Conſcience change Religions as - 
often as we pleaſe, and be to day a Proteſtant, to fmior- 
Tow a Lutherany next day a Presbyterian, and fo run 
over all. 

Iſaac. I know you will be ſtartld at my-anſwer., 
for I am not Ignorant that all men apprehended it tobe 
abſurd > change and run over ſo rhany Religions ; but 
truth muſt be declared, though it may ſeem a ſcandalto 
the Jews, anda folly to the Gentiles : It's therefore the 
Dottrine of the Reformation'that we may with a'ſafe 
Conſcience be to day Proteſtants, to morrow Luthe- 
rans ; 1n France Hugenots, 1n Hungary Antitrinitarians, 
1 Polznd Socini4ns; and in London of any Religion 
but Popery. 

T\mge!. For ſtiame, you fonlly impoſe upon the Re- 
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formation 3 there's not any Congregation that teaches 
fuch a ſcandalous and abſurd Doctrine. BS” 

Iſaac. By your faveur, I love the Reformation ag 
the Apple JP pe Eye, and will never yield to any in 
my Zeal for its honour and DoCtrine ; Iam fo far from 
wapoſing upon it, that I will evidence your error in 
denying this to be its Doftrine, and it will appear that 
whoever will deny it to be very lawful to change Re. 
ligions as time and- occaſion requires, muſt renounce 
the beſt and Fundamental Principles of our Reforma- 
tion, and muſt impiouſly condemn the practice of our 
firſt Reformers. 
| Tſmael. How will you make it out that this Do&- 
Tine 15 grounded upon the Fundamental Principles of 
our Reformation ; whereas there is not one Congre- 
gation of ours, but abhors it 2 

Iſaac. Sir, you may well perceive by the tenor of 
my diſcourſe, that Iam Piouſly and Charitably jea- 
Jous with each particular Congregation, and that m 
drift is to ſhew that each of them, none excepted, 
{werves from and Tranſgrefles againſt the tru e Spirit 
and folid Principles of the Reftcriration, as will fur- 
ther appear in this diſcourſe. 

It's unconteſtedly true that the Rule of Faith of the 

eformation, is Scripture, as the hungble of Heart aſ- 
fiſted with the Spirit of the Lord underſtands it ; for 
Lutherans will never admit their Rule of Faith to be 
wcripture, as Interpreted by the Church of Englan'; 

t 8s Interpreted by themſelves; nor will England ad- 
mit Scripture to be the Ruie of Faith, as it 1s Inter- 
preted by the Presbyterians ; but as Interpreted by the 
Church of England : fo that the. Do&rine of cach 
Congregation is but Scripture, as interpreted by them, 
and whereas all theſe Congregations joyntly compoſe 
the whole Body of the Reformation, and cach Con- 
Exgation 1s truly a member of the Reformation 3 the 


octrine of the Reformation comes to be Scripture, 
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as each Congregation, and Perſon of forind Judgrient 
in the Reformation, ( ſays the Chnrch of England in 
her 39 Articles ) Interprets 1t. This being an uncor- 
trouled ruth, what Man of ever fo {ound Judgment, 
but may Read to day Scripture, as Interprered by the 
Lutheren Church, and j1ige in his Conſcience that 
Interpretation and Do&trine ro be tne : Contequent- 
ly hs may with a fate ConſcienceProtels thatRel:gionz 
ſoon after he may meet Catvins Books, and charm'd 
with the admirable itrength of his reaions and gloſfes 
upon Scripture. he may Judge in h's Conictence, he 18 
to be preferr'd before Luther, and fo may lawfully for- 
ſake Lntheraniſm tor Catuiniſm ; then again he hits 
upon Scripture as Interpreted by the Church of Eng= 
land, whoſe Doftrine raviſhes him with that decency 
of Ceremonies, that Majeſty of her Liturgy, that 
Harmony of her Hierarchy, he is convinc'd it's better 
than Calviniſm, and embraces it : TI hen again, he 
reads the Works of Arivs, and convinc'd by the ener 
of his Arguments and Texts of Scripture produced 
him, may alter his Judgment and become an Arianr 
Wherein can you ſay does this Man tranſgreſs againſt 
the Do&trine or Principies of the Reformarion } Does 
he torſake the Reformation, becauſe he forſakes Lu- 
theraniſm for Caluiniſm> No ſure; for Calviniſm is 
as much of the Reformation as the other : Is not Pro- 
teftancy as much the Doftrine of the Reformation as 
Presbytery > tho' he changes therefore one for the o- 
ther he ſti]! holds the Doctrine of the Reformation: 
Is not the Do&trine of the Reformation Scripture, not 
as Proreſtin:s only, or Presbyterians only Interpret it, 
but as any Congregation or Man of ſound Judgment 
holds it ? It is therefore evident that according to the 
Do&trine and Principles of the Reformation, he may 
with a fate Conſcience change Religions, and be to 
day of one, to morrow of another, until he runs all 
over. Point me out ay Ten » (the obſt& 
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nate Papiſts excepted, ) who will dare ſay, I canng 
live with a ſafe Conſcience in any other Congregation 
bur in it felt ; all other Congregations will laugh ar it; 
Why then may not I lawfully forſake any Congrega, 
tion, and paſs to another ? And be in England a Pro- 
teſtant, in Germany a Lutheran, in Hungary an Antitri. 
nitarian or Soc1nian. 

Iſmael. It's againſt the grain of Mans reaſon to be- 
lieve that we can with a ſafe Conſcience change Reli- 

ions, as you ſay : If you be a Proteitant, and you 
Tier it to be the true Religion, you are bound to 
ſtick to it, and never to change it. 

Iſaac. If ] did diſcourſe with a Papiſt, I would 
not wonder he ſhould ſay ir's againſt the grain of Mans 
reaſon to believe jt lawful ; but I admire that a Child 
of the Reformation, be he of what Congregation he 
Will, jhould be fo Ignorant of his Principles, as to 
ſay a Man cannot change Religions when he pleaſe : 
Nor do I andertake to prove againſt the Papiſt, that 
this is lawful, but I undertake to prove it lawful againſt 
any Reformed Child, or force him to deny the Prin- 
ciples of the Reformation. Is it againſt reaſon that a 
Man way read to day Scripture, and the Lutherans In- 
terpretation upon 1t, and like it very well ; and that 
he ſhou!d in this caſe embrace that Religion ; Is it a- 
gainſt the grain of Mans reaſon that this fame Man 
{hould next Year afrerwards hit upon Calvins Works 
up32 Scrizture,. and after better conſideration, think 
lis Doctrine to ſurpaſs that of Luther; and could not 
he then ( being oblig'd ro chooſe the beſt, ) forſake 
L1heraniſm and ſtick to Calviniſm > And 1s it againſt 
Mans reaſon that he in following Years may meet 0- 
ther Books of Arians, So: inians, &c. and do the 
Itxe? Haye not we many examples of this in our beft 
and moſt renowned Reformers> IDid not Ochina, 
that great light ( ſays B: Bale) in whoſe preſence 
Engiand was hap;y, reading Scripture, Judge the _ 
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formation to be better than Popery, and of a Capuchln'+. 
Fryar became a Reformed ; after lome Years reading 
Scripture, he Judged Fu4aiſm to be better than the 
Reformation, and became a Few. Did nor Martin 
Bucer, one of our firſt Reformers of England and 
Compoſers of our Liturgy, reading Scr ;pture, judge 
Lutheraniſm to be better than Popery, and of a Domz- 
nican Fryar, became a Luzheran > Soon after read- 
ing Scripture, he judged Zuinglianiſm to be better than 
Lutheranijmr, and became a Zuinglian 3 not long after 
he became a Lntheran again, as he Confeſles, a and 
forlook Lutheraniſm the ſecond time, and returned 
again to Zuingiianiſm, as Skluſſer ſays. b Did not 
Cranmer one of our firſt Reformers alſo of England 
and Compoſers of the 39 Articles, 2 Wiſe and Re. 
ligious Man, profeſs Popery in Henry the VIIL time 
and Compoſe a Book in defence of Real Preſence ; then 
in Edward the YT. time, upon better conſideration he 
profeſſed Zvinglianiſm, and Writ a Book againſt Reel 
Preſence : then again 1n Queen Mary's Reign, bein 
Sentenc'd to Death, he declar'd for Popery but reins 
his Recantation could not preſerve his Life ke ron 
ced Popery and Dyed a Zuinglian. I could tyre | our 
Patience in reading, and mind 1n relating the ma 
of our prime, and moſt renowned, as well firſt Refor 
mers, as Learned Doctors, who withont any ſcru le 
changed ſeveral times their Religions ; nor in the P = 
cipies of our Reformation ought they to be x hes 
For whereas our Rule ot Faith is Scripcure,as with th 
aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit we underſtand it who d . 
but we ma d > . oubts 
y to day Judge fincerely [ ather's ſenſe of 
to be tru*, to morrow we may read with mo 8 
tion, and Judge Arizs his { RR 
on, an g 1s ſenſe to be true ; next day th 
ot Calvin, and fo of the reſt: I do hink. = 
that we have in England many Abe en = 
y ttors of the DoR- 
a Efift. ad Noremb. & in C 7 Pr 
b Theol. Calvin. 1. aþs A * 6. 16008 
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rite : Alas ! how many Biſhops, Deans and rich Pit. 


5s do we know and have we known, who were 
alons Presby:-rians, and declared Enemies of Pro. 
reftancy in our Gracious Soveraign's Exile. and wy 
fonor was he reſtored, and had Bithopricks and Ec 
ctefiaſtical digaities to be-given, but they became ſtiff 
Proteſtan:s. 

. Obſerve the difference betwixt the Papiſts and us, 
ifof a Papiſt you become of any other Congregation, 
the Popiſh Church Excommunicates you, theu art 
Jookt upon as an Herezich, and Avoſtare ; a ſtray'd 
$heep ; they will not admit you to their Communion, 
er Liturgy; nay, cou'd they well avoid you, rhe) 
would neyer admit yo1 to their Company ; and why! 
Becauſe they are tondly perſwaded their own is the on- 
| fo Religion, and all others to be Synagogues ol 

an ; and if any of us will become a Papiſt, he muſt 
ft abjure his former Profeſſion : Bur it of a Prote- 
Rant you ſhould become a Presbyterian, a Lutheran, 
Quaker, or of any ocher of our Societies, you are never 
looked upon to be a jot the worſe for it ; we are not a 
whit {candalized at ſuch changes, which we daily ſee ; 
and it is an unſpeakable Bleſſing, with what _ 
Unity, and Charity, you may ſee at our Liturgy a 
Communion, the Proteſtant, Presbyterian, Anabap- 
tift, Socinian and Hugonot, all praifing the Lord 1h 
one Congregation in our Churches, none bid out of 
/ , the Church, none Excommunicated, no previous ab- 
"os Jwration required of their former Tenets. and there's 
{| '_ » nothing more frequent among us than to go to the Pro- 
teſtant Liturgy tn the morning, in the evening to the 
Presbyterian, eſpecially if our Intereſt or convenience 
requires it : Can there be a more convincing proof 
that we eſteem it all alike whatReligion andTeners we 
profeſs > Leta Lutheran go to France; Alas ! He will 
hever ſtick to go tothe Hugonors meeting and ſervice; 


leta Proteſtant go tro Germany, he will go as cheerfall 


ſtray'd 
110n, 
th 
wh ” 
Ic Of1- 
1es of 
muſt 
rote- 


—m————— EO 


(9) 


to the Lutheran Church, as in England to the Prote 

ſtant : Let a Hugonot or Presbyterian go to Hungary, 

or Poland, he is welcome to the Aniitrinitarians, ' 
and Sociniens; and when any of them returns home 

he will be as before. ; 

Iſmael. But can you prove this Dottrine by the Te- 
ſtimony of any of our Synods > Did any teach that 
we may with a ſafe Conſcience change our Religron as 

ou ſay? . 
. aloe, Yes I can: The Synod of Charenton 1n 
France, held about the Year 1634. expreſly ſays, 
that for your Salvation it is all alike whether youbea 
Calviniſt, Lutheran, or of any other Conpngreny 
of the Reformed, becauſe, ſays this Venerable Synod, 
they all agree in Fundamental points, and the Luthe- 
rats have nothing of Superſtition or Idolatry in their 
manner of Divine Worſhip. Change then as often. as - 
you liſt ; be a Lutheran, be a | he onal be an 
Anabaptiſt ; by the mouth of this Synod you are afſu- 
red you'll never mifs to hit right. And I pray can any 
Syaod of ourtimes have more Authority in point of 
Dodtrine than Luther our firſt Reformer, a man ex- 
traordinarily raiſed by God, (ſays the Synod of Cha- 
renton,) and repleniſht with his Spirit for to- repair 
the ruins of his Church 2 He teaches c the Elevation 
of the Sacrament is Idolatry, yet he did praftice it, and 
commanded it ſhould be prafticed in the Church ef Wit= 
temberg zo ſpite the Decil Carolſtading : Giving you 
tounderſtand that for juſt reaſons, you may teach now 
one Religion, now anotner. Zunelizs, alſo whoſe 
vertue and learning is known to the World, ſays, 4 
That God inſpired him 10 Preach what Dofrine was ſui- 
table to the times ; which as it often changes, you may 
often change yonr Doctrine : And confider you if 16 
be not therefore that _ our Lord fays his Toke. is 

5 eaſier, 

Cc In parua Confeſ. Germ, fol. 55. & in Colloq. fol. rtQ, 

d Ty. 2, fol. 202. 
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eafie, and his burden is light, ( that is Religion, 
becauſe we can withdraw our Necks from it, as tiny 
and juſt reaſon requires. 
Iſmael. Could you give me any Synod of the Churd 
of England which delivers this DoCtrine, you wouk 
go near hand to convince me ; for, that ſome particu 
lar Do@tors ſhould have taught or practiced it, doe 
not prove 1t to be the Doctrine of the Retormation. 
T/azc. And what greater Authority has a Synod & 
England, for to prove a DoCtrineto be of the Refor. 
mation, than a Synod of France, which I have pro 
duced> Or than Luther and Zuinglizs our firit Re. 
formers, inſpired by Gad, to teach us the purity 0 
the Goſpel > What is it not from Luther and Zuinelins 
that England received the Doctrine of the Reforma: 
tion 2 And if England be fo bold as to ſay they errec 
in this, what aſſurance can we have bnt thar they er: 
red in the reſt > But fince nothing will pleaſe you bu 
a Synod of England, you ſhall have not ene, bu 
many. Can there deany Synod in England of ſo grea 
Authority as our wiſe and prudent Parliaments ? Reac 
our Chronicles, and you 11 find, that in few Years time 
they changed and eſtabliſhed difterent Religions by rub 
lick A&ts of Parliament : In Henry the VIII. Reg 
they Voted for Popery, and made Acts and Statute: 
againſt the Reformation; In Edward the V1 time;the; 
baniſht Popery and Voted for Zuinglianiſm ; In Quee! 
Marys they pulled down this; and let up Pupery again 
In Queen Eli the:hs, they decryed this, and fet u; 
not Zuinglianiim,bur Proteſtancy ; in the midſt of he 
Reign, they polith'd this, and added ſome new per 
teftions to it; In King Fames and ſucceeding King 
times, Proteſtancy is of a different ſtamp from that 0 
ueen Elizabeths: Hear Dove 11 his Exhort. to th 
Englith Recuſants, An. 1603. pag. 31. Henry the 8 
had bis 1 iturzy which was very good. [,dward the 6 
condenmed ir, and brought in another computed by ho 
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' he oved, and in the middle 
ndenmed, and another approved, ant 
"7 og 7 her Liturgy was alſo miſlike4, and a new: 
_ introduced, x are ſo wanton that nothing wilt come 
: Noveines. n b 
——_— Dove does not commend this Doctrine, 
for he calls that __ exchange of Religion Wan» 
nd love of Novelty. 
__- It's no great matter what-he ſays of 1t 3 my- 
drift is but to convince you that this is the Doctrine 
and Practice of the beſt Member of our Retormation 7 
even of England, andif you be convinc'd it's the Dodt-. 
rine of the Reformation, you cannot deny bur that: 
ir is good Dottrine : If Dove calls it Wantonneſs , 
S. Paul, Efheſ. 4. 22. Coloſſ. 3. 9. and Rom. 6. 6. 
commends it, and exhorts us to put off the Old Man, 
with its deeds, (thar's Popery with its Ceremonies, 
and pur on the New Man, (that's the- Reformation) 
where there's neither Greek nor Few, Circumciſion, 
nor Incircumciſion, Barbarian, or Scythian, Bound ' 
or Free, but Chriſt is all, and in all : T hat's to fay ; 
where there's nodiſtinCion of Proteſtants and Presby- 
terians, Socinians, or Arians ; it's all one which Re- 
}igi0n you profeſs. 
I/mae!. But is there no Tenet of Religion whick: 
we are 1ndiſpenſably obliged to hold > 
T{zac. Yes there 1s, and no more but one: I#e. 
are bound 10 have Faith in Feſus Chriſt, Son of God, 
anl Saviour of the World. T his is the Subſtance of 
Chriſtian Religion; bean Arian, be a Presbyterian, 
be a Socintan, or what you pleaſe, be alſo plung'd to 
your ears 1a \Vickedneſs of Life, and Manners. fo 
you have Faith in lefus Chriſt, Son of God, and Re- 
ceemer of the World, 3nd live in Charity, vou will 
be a Member of the true Church, and be ſaved. Do 
not 1magire this is any new Doctrine invented by me; 
ſearch the vulgar ſort of our Reformed Brethren, you 
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ſhall get thouſands of this Opinion in our Realm . 
fearch the Books of our Learned DoQors, you ſhall 
find it inthem alſo. Doctor Morton, in his much a 
plauded Book, dedicated tro Queen Elizabeth , % 
which he deſerved a Þiſhoprick, e ſays: The Arian 
Church is to be efteemed a true Chnrch, becauſe they holl 
the true ſubſtance of Chriſtian Religion, which is Faith' 
#n Jeſus Chriſt, Son of God, and Redeemer of the 
World: And again in the ſame place, ſef. 4. whoſe 
Title, is, Hereticks are Members of the Church, he 
fays, whoſoever believes in Jeſus Chriſt, though by 
wickedneſs of Life, or Hereſie in Dofrine, they ſhould 
err in Dofrine, they are ſtill true Members of the Church, 
Therefore our Learned f-Fox, e Doctor Field, and 
Thiricus, fay the Greek Church, netwithſtandi 
their error, in denying the Proceſſion of the H. Ghoſt 
from the Son, are Holy Members of the true Church, 
becauſe they have Faith i Jeſus Chriſt. 

Iſmael. Sure you will not fay this Doftrine is of 
the Reformation, or can be ſafely believed. 

: Tſaac. I do admire how you can doubt of it, and 
that it may be believed : For what is the Doctrine of 
the Reformation but as we have ſaid in our Principles, 
Scripture as Interpreted by any Man of ſound Judge- 
ment in the Church > And were net DeCtor Morton, 
Fox, Field, and Illiricus, Men of found Judgement, 
eminent Learning and Godlineſs > If therefore this 
be Scripture as Interpreted by them, how can you de- 
ny-it to be the Doctrine of the Reformation 2 

| Iſmael. And what Jeſas Chriſt are we obliged to 
believe 1n> For Jeſus Chriſt,as believed by the Arians, 
Socinians, Luther and Cavin, 1s far different from 
Jeſus Chriſt, as commonly believed by the Proteſtants, 
and Popiſh Church, we believe in Jeſus Chriſt the = 
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e The Kingdem of Tſra. pag. 9. f As & mm. pag, 36- 
_ lid. 3.c. 5. Catal .teſtinn, peg. 976, & 578, 
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od. of one and the ſame ſubſtance and nature 

oy che Father ; they believe in a Jeſus Chriſt, Son 

of God, bur of a diftin& and different natureand {ub- 
ftance from the Father. ; | 

Tſaac. Piſh ! That's but a nicety; belieye whas 
you pleaſe, and what you underſtand by Scripture to 
be true, and have Charity: 

Iſmael. I confeſs you have puzzled , but yet not 
wholly convinced me; were but perſwaded that what 
you have diſcourſed is truly the Do&trine of the Re- 
formation, I would cheerfully embrace it, and I will 
be better informed by your ſelf, but not tire your Pa- 
tience : We will meet again and purſue our Diſcourte 
upon this ſubject. 


_—_—_— 
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Second Dia logue. 


SMAEL. Reflefting in my ſolitude upon your laſt 
diſcourſe, I find it bottem'd upon a falſe Principle; 

for you ſuppoſe that whatever Do&rine is of Luther , 
Catuin, or any of our Learned Dottors, Synods, 
Parliaments, or Congregations, is the Dottrine of 
the Reformation, and may without any more proof or 
ſcruple,be believed by any Reformed Child ; who bur 
ſees this 15 ridiculous, to faſten the Do&rine and abſurd 
Opinions of each particular Dofor, or Cengregation 
upon the whole Body : This is the uncharitable and 
unreaſonable art of the Papiſts, who keep a great coy1 
with ſome exhorbitant Opinions of Luther and Calvin , 
and would perſwade their Profelites, they are the Te- 
nets of the Reformation ; whereas the | Sr Srl hc 
ciiclaims thoſe Qpinions ” much as the Pope does : 


Ang, 
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And they do not, poor People, obſerve how 
abſurd and ſcandalous Do&trines we meet in their c, * 
ſuiſts and Divines, which when we reproach they ' 
with, they anſwer, it's nor the Doffrine of their Church 
bat of ſome particular Dofors ; as if we might not wit 
as much Juſtice as they, anſwer the ſame. 

Tfasc. Your ' refleCtion is good , and my diſceur{ 
will tall the ground if I donot prove that Principle 
which will be no hard tasck: Let us imagine we an 
here a full Synod of Proteſtants, Prechyterians, Hy 
gonots, Tutherens, Antitrinitarians, Anabajtifts 
Quakers, and of all and each of our tions; 
our Reformation is not any of theſe Congregations 
with an exclufion of the reft , but all of them jointly; 
for whatſoeyer Congregation would ſay it elf alone i; 
the Reformation, and no other , would be hifs'd at 
by the reſt ; and juſtly ; becauſe that our Reformation 
unports two points effentially : Firſt, a Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, according -to the Rule of the Word of 
CGod,and a deteſtation or abjuration of Popiſh Errors 
and none of theſe Congregations but does both. - 

porn I know fome of theſe, Phariſee like, de- 
{piſe others, and look upen them not as Reformed , 
but as putrid members ; but the Lord forbid I ſhould 
be ſo void of Charity; I ſee no juſt challenge any 
can have to the Title of Reformation, which all have 
ROC 

Tſeac. Let us ask this Synod by what Rule of Faith 
Goes the Reformation walk What muſt a Man be- 
lieve for to be a zrue Refcrmed 2- Proteſtants will ſay, 
that Scripture and Apottolical Tradition; but Prote- 
ſtauts ſay of Papiſts, and Presbyterians and Anabap- 
tilts fay of Proteſtants , that many humane Inventions | 
are obrruced upon usfas Apoſtolical Traditions ; that 
we have :10 way to ditcern the one from the other, and 
conſeguently Tradition, as being an unknown thing 
wto 5, Can39t by onr Rule 3 Others will ſay, that 


Scrip- 
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-cinture and the indubitable conſequences out of ir, 
yo Rule, all will grant this ; But then enters the 
Controverſie , if the conſequences of Lutherans be 
ſuch , and if the conſequences of Presbyterians be in- 
Jubitable out of Scripture, and each Congregation 
will fay that their peculiar I enets are indubitable con- 
ſequences out of Scripture, and the reſt muſt allow it 
ra be true, or deny ſuch a Congregation to be of the 
Reformation ; Others will ſay that Scripture, and 
the four firſt General Councils, with the Apoſtles and 
Athanafics's Creed are our Rule of Faith ; but moſt 
of the Aﬀembly will no more admit the four firſt, than 
the ſubſequent Councils, nor Athanaſizs his Creed , 
more than that of Trent; nor will the Quakers, Socte 
nians, and others yalue the Apoſtles Creed. ; 

Burt there is none of all the Aſſembly, who will not 
admit Scripture, that's the pure written word of God, 
to be a ſacred and full Rule of Faith, becauſc it's reple- 
niſht withDivine light and all Heavenly inſtruQion ne- 
ceſſary for our Salvation : And itch as add, as a part 
of our Rule of Faith, the Apoſtles or Atharaſcz5 his 
Creed, or the four fr General Councils, they will 
confeſs that all they contain, 1s expreſied 1n Gods writ- 
ten Word, agd are but a plainer, or more %viftin& 
expreſſion or declaration of the Contents of Scrig- 
ture. 

Ital. Truly I muſt grant you this , that I have 
been often preſent at ſeveral diicourſes of Proteſtants 
with Papiſts, and never could I hear a Proteſtant 
make Councils, 'T radition, or any thing elſe, the Teſt 
of their diſcourſe but only Scripture , not bur that I 
could hear them ſay and pretend in their diſcourſes that 
Apoſtolical Tradition, and the four firſt Councils were 
for them againſt Popery, but ill their main ſtreneth 
and ultimate refuge was Scripture, for wheneyer they 
harp wpon that ſtring of Tradition and Councils, the 
Pay'ſts are viſibly too hard = them, and then they 
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run to Scripture, than which there is no plus ultrgs 
T have been alſo often at ſeveral diſcourſes betwixt Pro, 
teſtants, Presbyterians and our Brethren of other Con? 
egations , and have obſerved that the Proteſtar 
or to defend his Liturgy, Rites, and Ceremonies eff 
the Church of England, and her Epiſcopacy againſÞ 
the others, could never defend himlelf by Scri 
alone, and placed his main Rrength againſt them) 
Tradition, Primitive Councils, and ancient Fat #75, 
all which the others rejected, and reproached the Pg 
reſtant with Popery, tor making uſe of that Weapoy 
that it they would ſtick to thoſe Principles as theirRuſles 
of Faith, they muſt admit many Tenets of Popery;y 
which they difavow, that nothing but Scripture is #* 
ſufficient warrant and Rule of Faith : AndI find by 
all I could ever well underſtand, that it's the General 
apprehenſion and belict of all the Reformation, that 
Scripture abundantly contains all we are obliged to be- 
lieve; and 1s our fole and only Rule of Faith, and 
that our recourſe to T radition, Councils, Fathers, &c, 
are but ſhifrs of ſome of our Doctors, who being Nox 
pluſt 1n their particular engagements, and Sopniſtries , 
= the incoherency of their diſcourſes with theſe rags 
© OPETY., 
, Tſaac. I commend your ingenuity, but not that 
heat which tranſports you to check our Doors, for 
their glofſes and particular Do&rines upon Scripture, 
which, as the Aſanna reliſht of all forts of Y'ituals , 
which theEater fancied,admits ſeveral ſenſes according 
co the different Spirits and meaſure of light that God 
gives to the Reader, and it is undoubtedly the Spirit 
of the Reformation to follow what ſenſe of it he likes 
beſt, and not to check others following this or that 
as they pleaſe : Latherans, Proteſtants, Presbyterians, 
&c. have all for their Rule of Faith Scripture, which 
each of them Interprets in a different ſenſe; Luther 
tor the Real, [ Proteſtants for the Figurative | preſence ; 
Pro- 
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7 r Epiſcopacy; Presbyterians againſt it g- 
de | op RB : y oo each eſteems his own fenie 
to be the beſt, yet none is ſo bold as to fay the others 
may not be ſaved iatheir own ſenſe of it, or deny them 
to be true Chlidren of the Reformation ; nay,that Ve- 
nerable Synod of Charenzon, as I quoted above, has 
Jeclared that the Lutherans, tho oppoſite to them in 

chief Tenets, are their beloved Brethren, and 
hk nothing Idolatrous or Superſtitious 1n their mar 
ner of Divine Worſhip: The Fundamental reaſon of 
all this is, that our Rule of Faith, is but Scripture, as 
eb perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands it, _ 
*Tſmael. I grant all your diſcourſe as to this particu- 


ar; for it's certain, Lutherans will not admit Scripture 


as Interpreted by Preteftants, but as Interpreted by 
themſelves ; and ſo of each other Congregation. 
Iſaac. If you admit our Rule is Scripture as each. 
underſtands 1t; then you muſt grant that our Dofrine 
of the Reformation, is whatever Do&trine each perſon 
of ſound Judgment underſtands to be of Scripture ; 
and from this, 1t appears pany that my Principle 
whereat you bogl'd is true ; That, whatever Do&rine 
is profeſſed by any of our Congregations, Synoeds , 
Parliaments, Doctors, or particular DoCtor of our R:- 
formation, is to be truly reputed and eſteemed the 
Dottrine of our Reformation ; which Principle being 
true, my diſcourſe of yeſterday is undeniable , that you 
may Change Religion as often as you pleaſe, and remain 
{t1}] a true Reformed Child. 
| T{-za4l. But you have ſaid that not only the Do&t- 
rine of each Congregation and Synod, is the Do@rine 
ot the Reforination ; but alſo whatever any one par- 
yas uy Doctor teaches, and this ſeems to be very ab- 
urd. 
Iſaxc. Ir's not fo abſurd, as it is true; T'll prove by 
the Principles of our Reformed Church, by the teſti - 
monies of our moſt learaed and beſt Doors and R c- 
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formers, and by reaſon and experience, that the 
Do&trine of any particular Do&or among us, has a 
much right to be called and eſteemed the Do&trine of 
the Reformation, as Proteſtancy, Presbytery, or Lu- 
theraniſm ; for, what is Lutheraniſm, but the Judg- 
ment of Luther a particular Door, againft the whole 2 
Church of Rome? what is Calviniſm, but what Cal- 
vin a particular DoQor, judged to be the ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture againſt ther ſame Church > What 1s Quakeriſm, 
but honeſt Naylor's Godly and Ptous Sentiments upon 
Scripture. It's undeniably the Principle of our Retor- 
med Church, that our Rule of Faith 15 Scripture as In- 
terpreted, not only by Synods or Congregations, but 
by any Perfon of ſound Judgment in the Church. No 
Congregation or Synod 1s to us a Rule of Faith, | be- 
conſe all are fallible; but Gods Written Word, as 
each one underſtands it ; and if we do not like the ſenſe 
of it delivered by any Council, Synod, or Congre- 
gation, we may ſafely deny ir: T heretore our great * 
Calvin, « ſays, and proves with great energy ot 
Scripture and Reaſon, that we are not obliged ro the © 
Decifions and Doftrine of any Council, Synod, 6r Con- 
gregation , if after having examined Scripture , we do 
not find their Interpretation and ſenſe of it, is conform- 
able to the Word of Ged. Let Syneds and Congrega- 
tions ſay what they will, if any particular Doctor 
thinks his own private ſenſe of it to be better, he may | 
ſtick to it againlt them all, and be a good true Child 
of the Reformation; as Arminius in Holland did with- 
ſtand the Synods of Dordrecht and Delft ; as Luther 
and Calvin did againſt Rome. I will be free, ſays | 
our unparalleled Proro- Apoſtle Luther, b Iwill na | 
ſubmit my ſelf to the Authority of Councils, Church , 
Deoftors, Univerſities, or F athers, but will teach and ; 
preach whatever T think to be true. Did ever any A- 
- poſtle ſpeak with more courage > And the bleſſed 


man 
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man ated with no leſs ; he knew full well the whole _ 
ſtream ot Antiquity, Do&tors,_ Fathers and Coun-. 
cils were againſt him, as he confeſſes himſelf, and did 
not carea ruſh for them all : Lay afde, ſays he, call, 
Arms of Orthodox Antiquity, of Schools of Divmity, 
Autherity of Fathers, Councils, Fopes, and conſent. 
of Ages ; we receive nothing but Scripture 3 but ſo that 
we muſt have the Authority of Mw Ht. 

Nor was it only Luther and Calvin ſpoke thus, but 
all our firſt bleſſed Reformers; and why ? Becauſe 
our Rule of Faith is Scripture, not as Interpreted by 
the Church of England, ( France will not admit it, ) 
nor as Interpreted by the Quakers, ( the Anabaptifts, 
and Indepen:lents will not hear it) nor as Interprered 
by Luther , ( Calvin rejeds it, ) nor as Interprered by 
Calvin, ( Thorndick and Bramball will not yield to it, ) 
nor will Stilling fleet ſtand to their Interpretation ; nor 
others to that of Stillingfleet. Finally our Rule of Faith 
is Scripture, aot as Interpreted by any, but as each 
Congregation. Synod, particular Doftor, or man 
of ſound Judgment Interprets it, and conſequently, 
whatever Doctrine any man of ſound Judgment judges 
to be of Scripture, 1s to .be eſteemed the Do&@rine 
of the Reformation ; and you may ſafely believe ir, 
if you like it, and remain ſtill as truly a Reformed 
Chiid, as the proudeſt Proteſtant of England. 

Iſmael. Can you prove that our Rule of Faith is 
Scripture, as any particular Do&ttor or Perſon of 
found Judgment underftands it ? 

Tſzac. Behold how convincingly ; firſt we have 
heard Luther, quoted but now, ſay, We recieve no- 
thing but Scripture, but fo, as that we muſt have the 
Authority for to Interpret it : Hear him again ; d The 
Covernours and © Paſtors have power to Teach, but the 
S beep muſt grve their 4 Wh whether they propoſe 
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the voice of Chriſt, or of SIT ANgers. And again ;+ 
Chrift has taken from the Biſhops, Councils, aud Paſtors, 
the right of Fudging of Doftrine; and grven it to all 
Chriſtians in General; and the Rule 1s Scripture as each 
ene will think fit to Interpret it. And conſequently to 
this, we have heard him (ay above, I will be free and 
will not ſubmit to Dofors, Councils, or Paitors, bu 
will teach whatever I think to be true. Barlow, f The 
Apoſtles have given 10 each particular, the Rizht and 
Power of Interpreting, and Fudging by his inward Spirit 
what is True ; it's needleſs that either Man, or Angel, 
Pote, or Council, ſhould inftrut you, the Spirit work- 
ing in the Hears, and Scripture are t0 each particular 
Perſon moſt aſſured Interpreters. Bilſon, Bifhop of 
Wincheſter, ſays the ſame, g The People muſt be 
Diſcerners and Fudges of what is Taught, Our Religion 
has no other Rule of Faith, ( fays our French Re- 
formation by the mouth of Dumoulin, þ Drelincourt, 
, and the Holy Synod of Charenton,)) but the Wrinen 
x Word sf God, as Interpreted by Ks. Laſtly , fays the 
Church of England, in the 6th. Artic. of their 39. 
have no other Rule of Faith, but Scripture as each per- 
jon of ſound Fudgment in the Church underſtands it, and 
wha is proved by it: And again 1n the C atholick DoX#- 
rine of the Church of England, pag. 103. which is . 
but an expoſition of the 39. Articles, Our Rule of 
Faith is but Scriprure, as each perſon of ſound Fudement 
in the Church underſtands it: Authority is given to he 
4 Church, and 10 each perſon of ſound Fudzmens in it, i 
| > Fudge mm Controverſies of Faith, and this is not the fri- 
/* ware Fudgmentof our Church, but alſo of our Brethren 
| of Foreign Countries. 
| Iſmael. I confeſs, not only theſ-, bnt many 0- « 
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in; Vogue of our Reformation, is for Scripture as each 

for, one underſtands it; but alas! You ſee well, that we 

oat can never ſettle any Religion, or Church, by ſuch a 

each Rule of Faith. ; 

' ty Iſaac. You can never ſettle any but this, That 

and, every Man may without let 6r hinderance believe what 

bus he pleaſe ; Aud why ſhould not this be a good Reli- 

The gion ? If Scripture as each one underſtands it be not 

m4 our Rule of Faith; -if we muſt be conſtrained to be- 

ira lieve Scripture not as we underſtand it, but as 1t 15 un- 

2), derſtood by this or that Congregation ; what difference 
hk. betwixt us and Papifts > They muſt believe Scripture 

; As Interpreted by the Pope and Councils; have ever 

of fo much light from God, be ever ſo wiſe and witty, 

hb You muſt depoſe your own Judgment, and ſubmir to 
»m Cthatof the Pope, Council, and Popiſh Church : To 

,_ thispaſswearecome alſo; we muſt believe the Kings 

" Supremacy, Epiſcopacy, Figurative Preſence, tho 
& perhaps we do not Judge by Scripture 1t be true Do- 

p &rine; we are conſt ained by Penal Laws, and Aﬀs 
; of Parliament to believe them, as Papiſts by their In- 

quifition ; and why > Becauſe the Church of England-. 
underſtands by Scripture, it's true ; and if you re= 
ply you do not Inter pret Scripture ſo, you'll not be- 
heard ; you muſt ſ1bmit, and believe againſt your 

Judgment ; and what's this but plain Popiſh Tyranny 
over Mens Confciences> Did Luther and Calvin 

forſake the Pope and Councils, for to ſubmit their 

Judgments to any other 2 No, but to follow Scrip- 

ture 25 each one of them underſtood it : And tho' Lu- 

ther was a Man raiſed by God.and repleni{h'd with his 

Spirit to repair the ruins of the Church, yet Calvin did 
no more ſubmit to him, than Luther did to the Pope ; 

nor did Zuinzlizs ſubmit to Calvin, but followed his 
own ſenſe of Scripture, nor did Oecolampadiz:s ſub- 
mit to Zuinglizs ; but every one ſearched the Scrip-. 
Eure, believed and taught what they thought to.be true ; 


and 
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and thus we became a Reformation of Popery : If 
therefore we will continue a Reformation, and walk by 
the Spirit of our firſt bleſſed Reformers ; we mult not 
be conſtrained to believe any Mans ſenfe of Scripture} 
We muſt believe whatever we think to be true, and 
have no other Rule of Faith but Seripture, as each one 
underſtands it. 


Iſmzel. And what then > What do you infer from 
this diſcourſe 2 
Iſaac. T his conſequence, that whereas no true Child 
of the Reformation, be he of what Congregation he 
will, can juſtly deny our Rule of Faith to be Scrip- 
eure, as any perſon of ſound judgment Interprets it ; 
it follows unayoidably that the Do&trine of the Re- 
formation is, Whatever any perſon of ſound Fudgment 
Interprets to be the true ſenſe of . Scripture, and whatever 
Luther, Calvin, Beza, or any other of ſound judgment, 
in the Reformation, ſince its firſt riſe until this day, 
_ to be the true ſenſe of Scripture, 1s to be called 
elteemed the Do&trine of the Reformation, tho' 
to others of this or that Congregation, it may ſeem to 
be wicked and ſcandalous Doftrine. | 
And now let me anſwer to an Objection you made 
againſt this Principle in our entrance to this difcourſe : 
You objefted that many Popiſh DoQors and Caſuiſts, 
delivered ſcandalous and bafe Doctrines, which the 
Pap:&s will not admit to be the Do&trine of their 
Church, rho'delivered by Popith Doctors, and thence 
you pretended, that the particular ſentiments of prt- 
ate DoGttors of the Reformation are not te be called 
the Doctiine of our Church. But be pleaſed to ob- 
ſerve the difference betwixt Popery and our Reforma- 
tion ; the Rule of Faith in Pofery is Scripture, as In- 
terpretec by the Pope and Council, or their Church; 
they will admit no other; conſequently no Dodtrine 
15:0 be called Popery, but what is Judged by the Pope 
and his Church, or Council, to be the ſenſe of Scrip- 
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- and if any Doctor or Univerſity holds any ſenſe 
—_ to Por by it is to be called the Doctrine of that 
particular perſon, and not the Doftrine of the Popifh 
Charch, becauſe their Rule of Faith is not Scripture, 
as Interpreted by any perſon of ſound judgment, but 
a5 Interpreted by their Pope and Council. But where- 
a5 our Rule of Faith in che Reformation 1s Scripture, 
as each perſon of ſound judgment Interprets it ; what- 
ever Do&trine, or ſenſe, is ſaid by any Manto be of 
Scripture, is juſtly to be called the Dottrine of the 
Reformation: For example,Melanhbon, a Man of ſound 
Judgment, great Learning, and of an upright Con- 
(fence, Taught Bigamy to be the Do&trine of Scrip- 
ture ; Bega T aught the Lords Supper might be admi- 
niſter'd inany kind of Vittuals, as well as in Bread 
and Wine: Calvin Taught that Chriſt deſpaired on 
the Croſs, and ſuffer'd the pains of Hell after his 
Death : Why then, let all the Biſhops and Univerſi- 
ties of England condemn this Doctrine ; let all the Sy- 
nods of France and Germany decry it, the Do&trine will 
be ſtill of the Reformation, becauſe it's Scripture as 
Interpreted by Men of ſound Judgment. 

Iſmael, "The heat of your diſcourſe has tired you, 
and my memory is ſufficiently loaden with what you 
have ſaid ; let medigeſt it in my private retirement 
and we will meet again: 


T{aac. Content, carry with you theſe three points 
wich I have proved convincingly ; Firſt, or Rule of 
Faith 15 Scripture, not as Interpreted by this or that, 
but by any Man of found Judgment ; ſecondly, it fol- 
lows hence that the Doctrine of the Reformation 
muſt be, and ought to be called whatever any Man of 
ſound Judgment fays is the ſenſe of Scripeure: Third- 


ly, 1t follows we may change Religions as often as 
we pleaſe, ; 


Third 


Third Dialogue. 


Smael. I remember well the ſummary of yo 
laſt diſcourſe given me in three points, and I find 
. the ſecond to be abſurd and repugnant to reaſon : 
. you'll never perſwade it, tho* you pleaded for it with 
- great energy ; what if a filly Woman, Cobler, « 
other Tradeſmen, read Scripture, and give their ſenk 
- of it, that, forſooth, muſt be called the Do&rine 
of the Reformation 2 And it ſhall be lawful for them 
. to believe it, againſt the Do&trine "of the whole 
. Church. 


Tjaac. Do not limit Gods infinite goodneſs, by! 
meaſuring his mercies towards his Creatures with your 
narrow apprehenfhons: Take notice, he fays, he! 
. has choſen the weak and contemptible of the World 
for to confound the ſtrong ones: * I confeſs unto you 
Father , that you have hid theſe things from the Wife 
and Pruden: , and haſt revealed them to the little ones. 
And therefore he choſe poor ſimple Fiſhermen to be 
his Apoſtles ::T know its the prattice of Papiſts, and 
from them your Church of England borrows it, to 
deſpiſe the Miniſtery of Women, Tradeſmen, and 
' Uliterate People, in Preaching, Teaching, and Inter- 
preting Scripture ; but S. Pau! tel!s us, ** The Word of | 
God is not bound ; That's to ſay, is not entay1'd on the | 
learned, rich, or great ones ; the + Wind bloweth where 
it liſteth: Our Biſhops and Miniſters would make 2 
Monopoly of the Word of God, and have themſelves 

ro 
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! robe the only Retailers of it; forto aye ſome plauft- 
/ ble Title bs enjoy great Rents, and ſhear the Flock. 
— But we have ſeen, as well among the Ruckers, as 19 
other Congregations, filly Women and I radeſmen, 
-'Y repleniſht with Gods Spirit, Preach and expound the 
\ great Myſteries of our Religion with as much of good 
(ucce(s and edification of the Auditory, as any Penny- 
Book Man 1a England. 
ar It 2 you approve the Miniſtery of Wo- 
yolr men and filly Tradeſmen, for preaching and teaching 
"find the Flock; and if fo, you'll overthrow our Hierarchy 
ſon : of Biſhops and Miniſters. 
with Tſzac. It marters not much for you to know what 
- @ [1 approve or condemn ; but to know what the Do- 
enk &rineof the Reformation 1s ; it's this ; T hat none can 
rin Teach, Preach, adminiter Sacraments, or exerciſe 
ham Eccleſiaſtical functions, 1t he be not in Holy Orders, 
hole Biſhop, Minifter or Deacon ; for the Church of En- 
gland Teaches it, and you may believe it if you pleaſe. 
by You may alſo deny it , and ſay, any Woman or 
our © Tradeſman, has as much power for to Preach and 
he} Adminiſter the -Sacraments, as the richeſt Biſhop in 
la England: This alſo is the Dottrine of the Reforma- 
tion aſwell as the former , becauſe Luakers, Presby- 


Pie ter1ans , Brownifts , Anabaptiſts, 8c. Believe and 
_ Teach it, and they are Men of as found Judgments, 
he Aandas good Reformers as Proteſtants; nay, he moſt 


learned of our Reformers, teach and commend the 


= Power of Women for to exerciſe Spiritual funtions, 
Gr and Adminiſter the Sacraments: a Saumaiſe, Peter 
= Mar:yr, and b Zuinglizs , expreſly defend the Prieſt- 


of | hood as well of Women as of Men: And c Luther 

he = Proves 1t efficaciouſly ; The firſt Office of a Prieſt , 

' Hays he, 7s to Preach , this ts common to all, even 

- | D W:4- 

a In lib. ad Corin. e. 11. b In Ex. plan. Art.17. C To. 2. 

9 de miiſt. Eccleſ. inſti. fol. 369. & lib. de Cap. Babyl. c.4 
Ordin. & lib. de abroganda Miſſa. 
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Women ; the (econd 4s to Baptize ; which is alſo commmy, 
Women ; the third % to Con{ecrate their Bread and Is; 
and this alſo is common to all as well as to Men: anda 
the abſence of a Prieſt, a Woman may abſolve from ſing g 
well as the Pope, becauſe the words of Chriſt, whatever 
ſhall unye on Earth, fhall be umyed in Heaven , OY 
(aid to all Chriſtians. 

And when ſo eminent men had not faid it, reafy 
and Scripture convinces it ; Reaſon, becauſe that ow 
Rule of Faith being Scripture as each Perſon of ſound 
judgment underſtands it, many Women undoubtedh 
are of ſound Judgment, and why ſhould not their jn- 
terpretation of on paſs for the Doctrine of the 
Reformation, as well as that of our Biſhops and Mini- 
ſters: Scripture, becauſe we read the Samaritan Woman 
was the firſt who preached the Meſſias to the City of 
Samaris, and Chriſt commanded Mary Magdalen to 
o to preach his ReſurreCtion to his Diſciples ; and we 

w by our Chronicles that our gloriousQueenEliz«- 
beth of bleſſed memory, did not only govern the ſtate, 
but was a great Apoſtoleſs in Church affairs. ; 
. Iſmael. T'o what purpoſe then , have we Biſhops 
and Miniſters, who enjoy ſo vaſt revenues ; if any 
Man or Womancan Preach and Adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments as well as they. 

Tſazc. You may believe, Biſhops and Miniſters 
are very needful for the Service of the Church ; for 
they being commonly learned witty Men, and having 
Wives, they come to inſtruct their Wives to well, 
that the good Women come in a ſhort time to be es 
learned as their Husbands, and as nimble and quick in 
the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſteries-as they, if they were per- 
mitted to exerciſe them ; as ſome Authors of Credit re- 
late unto us, that a Gentleman of Conſtance, writ to 
his Friend in a Village, ( about three leagues diſtant 
from that City, ) whoſe Inhabitants were {-- the moſt 


part of our Lutheran Reformation ; the good Paſtor 
EX= 
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exhortel his Flock to prepare for Eaſter Communion, 
and that none ſhould preſume to come to the Holy I a- 
ble, bur ſhould firſt confeſs and receive abſolution of 
his fins: Eaſter Holy dayes being come, ſuch a mul- 
tirude flockt to confeſſhon, that the Paſtor could not 
fatisfie the Devotion of ſo great a croud ; he called his 
Witeto help him, for to hear Confeſſions , and give 
Abfſolutions, in which Miniſtery the good Lady did 
Labour with great fatisfaftion of the Prnkroncs ; but 
neither the Paſtor, nor his virtuous Conſort being able 
to diſpatch ſo great a multirude, he called his Maid 
Servant, who did work in the Holy Miniſtery with as 
much expedition as her Maſter. Bur for all this, the 
Church of Scotland, France, and all England, ( Pro- 
teſtints excepred,) will tell you that Biſhops and Mint- 
ſters are not needful, nay that they are very preju- 
dicious to the Reformation and State; T o the Refor= 
#:2:105, becauſe this Hierarchy with the Biſhops Court, 
Surplices, Cor:e: Caps, and other 1rumpenes , 

puts the Flock in mind of Porery, whereot it's a per- 
fect Refemblance; and whillt the Pafifts ſee our. 
change from them, comes to be almoit no more but, 
to ſubſtiture new Prietts and Biſhops in their own piace 
tor to manage more conſczenciouſly the Rents and re- 
venues which they protanely abuted, and that thoſe 
Rents and 1 8VENUES ATC {till in the Hands of an Eccle= 
taſtica! Hierarcny, they live in Hopes of recovering 
tz tome day, when our Biſhops and Miniſters will 
come to be as bad Stewards of them as they were, and 
tHatthe ricck will be weary of them, and call back 
Garies of the Pape do ines Res 
Of the Pope dc atly blow in our Ears ; 

how 1] our E.cclcſiaſticil Revenues are beltowed ,, for 
» me Wives and Children, Pomp and Vanity 
Sas ps and Miniſters, no leſs than in Popery. To 
_ ow I ney ſeem to be prejudicious, whereas 
p or Miniſter, would think, it would 
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be more advantagious to the Common-weazlth, th 
the King ſhould have thoſe Recenues tor to maintain 
his Fleet and Army, and eaſe thereby the SubjeRts of 
{nbfidies and taxes, than that a handful of Biſhops 
and Mirifters hon!d have them > Specially when 6 
thers can Preach and Teach as well as they, tor no-\ 
thing, but the pleaſure of being heard. 

T};azel. Biit do not you. fee 1t would be a Sacriledze, 
that the King ſhould deprive the Clergy ot thei 
Church Revenues. 

I!zic. And do nt you know , that almoſt all our 
Co:gregations do hold onr Clergy to be 30 true Cler- 
gy, bur as meer laymen as you or I ; they admit no 
Clergy or Epiſcopal Chara@er, bur Elters chofen by 
tne Congregation 2 And if they be no true Clergy,they 
have no right to the Church Revenues, and it's no 
Sacriledge ro deprive them of them. The Popth 
Clergy in Henry the VIII. time, had viſibly a greater 
Tight to them, than ours now have. For neither the 
King himſclt nor any other did doubt of their Right, 
and now moſt of our Congregations , do abſolutely 
deny any Right in our Clergy to thoſe Rents, becauſe 
they are no Clergy > Yer none will be ſo bold, asto 
accuſe Henry the V I II. of Sacriledse, for having 
taken the Church-livings from them, for to put them 

to better uſe. And why ſhould we dare ſay, our Ring 
would commit any, for depriving our Clergy of thoſe 
Rents? Believe he can lawfully do it, or believe he 
cannot, you'll be {till a good Child of the Reformation. 
Believe what you pleaſe. 

Timael. This is a tickliſh point, let's leave it to the 
conſideration of our wiſe and prudent Parliament , 
and be pleaſed to anſwer to my doubt, How can we 
live in peace and tranquility in Religion, if our Rulc 
of Faith be Scripture as each one underſtands it : 
remember a diſcourſe ſtarted in the Houſe of Lords, 
got many Years ago, by his Grace the Duke of Buck- 

angait y 


-——w_—ww_W_R__——R" 


( 29) 

inzam , he deſired to Know. what was it tO be 0 0 
reſtant; wherein did Protej7ancy Pt x ae co 
The Biſhops, who were Preieint lOOKEC _ upon anos 
ther , and whether they feared the difficulty of the 
Queſtion , or tha: for moceity $ 1aKe , each expected 
to hear another ſpeak firſt , they ſtood ſilent for a 
while; at laſt the Ice was broken by one, others fol- 
lowed, but hardly any two agreed ; and all that "he 
Duke could gather out of their ſeveral aniwers, was 
that our Rule of Faith , was Scripture as each one 11.1 
derftood it, and Proteſtancy nothing but Scripture , 
as Interpreted by the Parliament and Church of Eng- 
lind : Whereupon he concluded, We are theic 
hundred Years very buſie for to ſettl2 Religion, and 
for ought I perceive, we are as unſettied now as at the 
beginning : And truly he had great reaſon, for Re- 
ligion and Faith is nothing elſe, but that ſenſe ot Scrip- 
ture, which each perſon of ſound Judgment under- 
ftands; and as it's impoſiible we Thould all jump and 
agree in one ſenſe and meaning of the Text, fo it's 
impoſſible we {hall ever be ſerrled and agree in Re- 
I1S10n. 

Iſzac. The reaſon of our unſettlement hitherto, 
and at preſent, 1s the violent efforts, what by Perſe- 
cutions, Acts of Parliaments, and otker Oppreflions ; 
what by InveCtives, Intrigues, and Cabals of the 
Church ot England, to draw all to be Proteſtants ; of 
the Presbyterians, to make us deny Epyſcopacy ; and 
ot each other Congregation, to force us to their re- 
ſpective Tenets: And whilſt this conſtroint and feve- 
rity 15 uſed againſt Mens Conſciences, it's in vain to ex- 
pect peace or ſettlement in our Retormed Church : 
Bu: lt us follow the Rule of Faith, let each one be- 
heve ain his Conſcience he beſt underſtands Scripture: 
let us all beleve what we pleaſe, and be permitted ſo 
to do, and we ſhall withour doubt enjoy periect Peace 
and I ranquillity : Believe you Figurative Frefence, 

| 3 1: 
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ifyon will ; let the Lutheran believe his Real Preſenc, 
ifhe likes it, and let me believe no Preſence at all, | 
I judge there's none ; why will not you permit me ty 
follow that Rule of Faith, which the whole Reforma. . 
tion, even the Church of England gives me in her 39 
Articles, Scripture as each perſon of ſound Fudgmen 
wnlerftands ir. To ſay, we can never have ſettlements 
in Religion, whilſt this arbitrary Interpretation of 
Scripture is permitted, 1s to ſpeak like a Papiſt : This 
the Pope and Papiſts ſaid to our firft blefſed Reform- 
ers, and the Popiſh Church ſays this day to vs, that 
we ought to ſubmit our judgments to the Churchand 
Councils ; that we ought not to believe what ſenſe we 
think to betrue, but what the Pope and Councils pro- - 
poſe unto us; and if Luther, and our other Retor- 
mers did not do ill in following their own ſenſe and 
Interpretation of Scripture againſt all the World, 
why eo you blame me or any a for following their 
example ? 

Iſmae!. When you ſpeak of our Reformarion and 
Congregations, I hear you reckon the Arias, Se- | 
cinians, and Antitrinitarians, among them ; ſure | 
you do not þbeheve they, or ſuch like ancient con- 
demned Hereticks were of the Reformation; for 
we Proteſtants do believe the Myſtery of the Trinity 
- ek them, and will never own them to be our 

rethren. 

Tſazc. And do not you believe Epiſcopacy againſt 
the Presbyterians, ſome Canonical Books againſt the 
Lxiherans, Supremacy againſt the Puzkers, and In- 
fants Baptiſm againſt the Anabapriſts; and yet you own 
themas your Brethren and godly Congregations of the 
Reformation ; or if you will deny them, they will 
aro ſcorn you, and ſay they are more of the Reforms- 
tion than you are ; and why. will you not own the 


Artans, &C. as your Brethren, tho' you believe the 
I r:auty againſt them? You ſay they are 014 condenn t 
as 
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Hereticks ; and does this language become a Child of 
the Reformed Church > By whom were they con- 
demn'd > Was it not by the Popiſh Church, which 
alſo condemns us, and ſays we are as much Hereticks 
as they ; and as we ought not to be ſo called, and 
judge the Pope and Councils Sentence againſt us, to 
be bold, uncharitable, and unjuſt ; ſo we muſt lay of 
the Arians, Pelagians , and others condemn'd by 
them. You ſay Proteſtants will never own them to be 
their Brethren ; God forbid the Proteſtant Church 
ſhould be ſo uncharitable to their fellew Chriſtians, 
and ſo unjuſt to themſelves. B. Morton, ( as I cited in 
my firſt Dialogue, ) as learned a Man as the Church of 
England bred, ſays the Arien Church isa true Church, 
and will ſay no leſs of the others: But what need we 
the Teſtimony of any, for what reaſon fo convincing- 
ly proves ; They who walk by one and the ſame Rule 
of Faith, are of one and the ſame Religion ; there- 
fore Lutherans, Proteſtants, Presbyterians and Inde- 


. pendants, do eſteem themſelves ro be of the ſame 


Faith and Religion , becauſe they all have the lame 
Rule, which is Scripture, as each Congregation under- 
ſtands it: Alſo, notwithſtanding the difference and 
variety of Congregations in Popery, they hold. all but 
one Faith, as they ſay ; becauſe they have all but one 
Rule of their Belief, which is their infallible Pope and 
Church : But it's evident that thoſe which you ca!l 
Ancient condemned Heretichs , have one and the ſame 
Ruleof Faith with our Reformation; for ours is Scrip- 
ture, as cach perſon of ſound Judgment nnderſtands it, 
without any obligation of holding the ſenſe of it deliver- 
ed by Pope, Church, Counclls, or any other ; there- 
fore our firſt blefled Reformers did not care what ſenſe 
of it the Church or Pope did hold, when they began 
to Preach the purity of the Goſpel, but each of them 
Interpreted it as he thought fit in the Lord, and fo 
purged the Church of many Errors : This is the very 
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/ ſelf fame Rule of Faith , which Arians, Pelagians, 
I Neſtorians, and others, 1 magpons iy condemned 'by 
-, + Romeas Hereticks, did follow and walk by : 
4: } of them Read and Interpreted Scripture, Preacheſ | 
i '{ 4 and Believed what ſenſe of it they thought to be true, | 
1 - tho' they knew it was againſt the Do&trine of the 
7 4 Church, looking on Scripture alone as their Rule'sf A 
| 7 Faith, without any regard of the Pope, Church, | 
{; 3 Councils, or Fathers : The Churcle of Rome, prov | 
"$i and impatient of any Oppoſition, condemned them 
\|.,* as Hereticks for not ſubmitting their Judgments to her; 
if + for taking Scriptureas they underſt d it, and not as. 
1, } the Church and Councils underſtood it, for their Rule 
{.',* of Faith; and if this be a crime, we are as guilty as 
= { they; weareequally nocent or innocent ; weare both | 
Hereticks, or none is ; weare therefore concern'd in 
their Honour, and ought to defend the integrity of | 
cieir. procedure againſt the common Enemy, which is, | | 
the Pope, They were - Reformers of the Church in | 
tir times, as we are in ours; and whereas they have 
che ſame Rule of Faith, ſo they have the fame Reli- 
gion with the Reformation. +57Y 
_ Thazel. Then you will fay, Arianiſm is the Do&- | 
rine of the Reformation, and we may lawfully believe | 
Tjaac. I fay, God's Unity in Nature and Trinity in | 
perſons, is the Doctrine of the Reformation, becauſe | 
the Proteftant , Lutheran , and Hugonot Church , | 
Judge by Scripture, it is true; and if you judge alſo by | 
T1pture, itis the true DoGtrine, you may believe it: | 
I fay alſo, if you judge by Scripture, this Myſtery is'not ' 
true, you may ſafely deny it, according to the Principles | 
of the Reformation, and be ill as good a member of | 
the Reformed Church, as they who believe it ; for ' 
Whoever believes what he judges by Scripture to be | 
rue, 15 2 true Reformed : And, that the denial a 
the Trinity is as much the Dottrinz of the Reformati- 
ES 
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on, as the belief of it; it appears not only becauſe it 
was the Vodtrine of the Arians, who, asI proved, are 
truly of the Reformed Church ; but becauſe 1t was 
taught by the greateſt Lights of our Church : d Cal- 
viz (ay's the Ti ext, My Father is greater than TI, 7? 


ea, be underſtood of Chriſt, not only as he is Man, but alſo- 


4: beis God. Andthat the Council of Nice did abuſe 
the Text: e Afy Father and I are one, for 18 prove 
the I'ni:y of both in Nature ; whereas it only ſignifies 
their i!nitz by conformity of Wills. Again he lays, 
Epiſt. 2. ad Polon. in Pratt. Theol. pag. 796. I hat 
Prayer, Holy Trinity one God have mercy of us, 1s 
barbarous, an4 Joes not pleaſe me. And adds, f The 
Son has his own ſubſtance diſtin& from the Father. 1s 
Diſciple Danavs, ſays, it's @ fooliſh infipid Prayer : 
And our great Apoſtle Luther, ( who as Fox witneſ- 
ſeth, was the Chariot and conductor of 1[rae!, and a 
Man extraordinarily raiſed and repleniſh'd with Gods 
Spirit, to teach the purity of the Goſpel, ) cauſed. 
that Prayer to be blotted out of the Liranies. þ That 
word Trinity, ſays he, ſeumds celdly; my Soul bates 
that werd Humouſion, and the Arian did well in not 
admitting it. Laſtly, Ochinzs that great Oracle of En- 
giant, impugns this Myſtery with a ſtrong diſcourſe : 
: We are not obliged to believe, ſays he, more than 
the Saints of the Ancient Teſtament, otherwiſe our con- 
ditici woald be worſe than theirs, but they were not obli- 
ged to believe this Myftery, therefore we are not obli- 
7d. Examine, I pray, the Works of theſe eminent 
octors, where I quote them ; confider if they be 
not, not only Men of found judgment, but men ex- 
craordinarily raiſed by God, (ſays the Synod of Cha- 
renton ; ) the Chariots and Conductors of Iſrael, fays 
| Fox. 

d In Harm. in Matth. c. 26. verſ. 64. in admonad Polon. 
mn Tra. Theolog. pag. 794. e Comment. ſuper Foan. c. 10. 
f in Aft. Setueti pag. 87. g 7. cont. cenebrat. h In Poſtil. 
1%. exngerrai. Eyvang. Domin. Trinit. 1 Lib. 2.Dial.z. 
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Fex : Men to be reverenc'd after Chriſt, ſays ous 
Dodtor Powel, and Apoſtolical Oracles ſent to teach 
us the purity of the Goſpel, and conclude it's an ug. 
deniable Verity that this is the DoCtrine of the Refor. / 
mation, whereas it's Scripture as Interpreted by ſuch: + 
Men: Oh! But England, France, and Scotland, | 
believes this Myſtery ; well > And what then > Tha ® 
proves that the Myſtery is alſo the Do&trine of the Re. | 
formation, becauſe whatever any Man of ſound judg. 
ment thinks to be Scripture, it's the Doctrine ; bur js 
Erzlard or France alone the whole Reformation ? Are 
not Luther, Calvin, Danaus, Ochinus, as well of : 
the Reformation, and Men of as ſound Judgment as 
they > Since therefore they underſtand by Scripture 
there's no Trinity, it's the Doctrine of the Refor- 
maton alſo that there's none; Believe it or deny it, 
which you like beſt, and you'll be ſtill of the Re- 


' formed Church, 


ſ{ſmacl. By the principle you run upon you may fa 
any biaſphemy is the Dottrine of he * Srofeers Gf 
for there's hardly any ſo execrable, but ſome Dr. of 
ours has delivered and taught it. 

Tfzac. The Principle I run uponis this, Scripture 
as each perſon of ſound Judgment interprets it, is our | 
Rule of Faith : Judge you, if that be not a good Prin- 
Clple in_our Reformed Church, whereas this is the 

We ot Faith given us by the 39 Artic'es,and generally 

y al our Doctors, as I proved in my firſt Dialogue : 
this bcing our Rule of Faith and Reformed Dodtrine, 
ts evident;that whatever Do&rine is Judeed by any per- 
fon of ſound Judgment to be contained in Scripture, 

15 the Doctrine of our Reformation : ſome perſons of | 

ſound Judgment lay the Real Preſence is expreſſed by 

Scripture, this therefore is the DoCtrine of the Refor- 

mation ; others ſay, only Figurative Preſence is taught 

11 Scripture, this alſo is the Doctrine of the Reforms- 

tion; fome underſtand by Scripture, there is a Myſtery. | 
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of the Bleſſed Trinity ; this therefore is the Doctrine 
of the Reformation, others underſtand there's no fuch 
Myſtery, this alſo is the Do&trine of the Reftorma- 
tion : ſo that whether you believe or deny this or any 
other Tener controverted, you'll ſtill hold the Doct- 
rine of the Reformation. 

Iſmael. Calvin k ſays, Chriſt pray d unadviſedly, the 
Eve of his paſſion; that be uttered words whereof he was 
afterward ſorry : that in his paſſion he was ſo troubled 
of all ſides, that overwhelmd with deſperation, be de- 

fted from invoking God, which was torenounce all hopes 

of Salvation : And ſays he, 1 if you object it's abſurd 
and ſcandalous to affirm Chriſt deſpaired, I anſwer, this 
deſperation proceeded from him as he was man, 10s as 
he was God. And this is not only the DoGdrine of Cal- 
vin, but of Brentius, m Marlotus, n Facobus Miniſter 
(quoted by Bilſen , and of Bega. Will you fay this 1s 
the Do&trine of the Reformation, or that we can 
without ſcruple believe it> Alfo Calvin ſays, o That 
Chriſt's corporal death was not ſnff icient for to redeem 
us, but that after baving deſpaired on the Croſs , he 
ſuffered tbe death of his Soul ; that's to ſay, that bis 
Soul after bis corporal death, ſuffered the pains of 
the damn d in Hell. And ſays he in the ſame place, they 
are but ignorant, doltiſb, mo men, who will deny it. 
Luther aJfo teaches the ſame Do@rine : p As he ſuffered 
with exceeding yains ; the death of th? body, fo it ſeems 
be ſuffered afterward the death of the Soul in Hell : Epi- 
nus q a learned Lutheran ſays, Chriſt deſcended into 
Hell for thee, and ſuffered not only corporal death, but 
the death and fire of Het. Mr. Fulk and Perkins avow 
this 15 alſo the expreſs dottrine of Illiricus, L__ 
an 
k Harm. in Evang. Mat. c. 26. wer(. 39. and c. 27. verſ. 46. 
C& lib. 2. Inftit. c. 16. ſe. 10. & 11. 1 In Luc. par. 2. 
hom. 65. and In Toan. hom. 54. m In Marche. 16. n In 
Recogn. pag. 376. © Lib. 2. Inft. c. 16. fa, 10. and ſeq. 
Þ To. 3. Wetteip. in ſp. 16. qIn pf. 16. 
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and Lofſ;us. Alto Lether rF molt unpioutly Arms. 

that nor only the kumare narure of Chrijt dj eld for ns, lu 

allo his Divine nature; ice Luther $s words quoted a 
f 


afd its Principles to be hated by any good Chriſtian. 
Tſaac. Tf I walk by the Ruic of Faith of the Refor- 
mation, I'll prove my felf a true Retormed Child ;and 
if I prove my felt tobe a Retormed Child, my Chriſt- 
anity cannot be juſtly ſuſpected. W hat I ener have you 
related of all thoſe which you ca!l blaſphemies and ſcan- 
dals, but has been judged by thoſe eminent Doftors ot 
our Reformation to be expreſs Scripture, or confor- 
mable to Scripture; and fince our Rule of Faith is 
Scripture, as each perſon of ſound Judgment under- 
ſtands it , and fince the Doctrine of ovr Reforma- 
tion 1s but whatever any ſuch perſon of ſound 
Judgment , judges to be expreſſed in, or pro- 
ved by Scripture, it's evident that all thoſe Te- 
nets are undeniably the Doctrine of the Reforraation: 
I ſay then, and will ſay, without any offence to my 
Chriſtianity, or blemiſh ro our Reformed Church, 
that thoſe Tenets are the Doctrine of the Reformation, 
and may be as ſately believed by any Child of it, as F- 
gurative Preſence, Supremacy, or two Sacraments: 
and let not any Bizor pretend to frighren me from thus 
Doctrine by calling it Blaſphemy and Impiety ; No , 
it's Scripture, as interpreted by our renowned Retor- 
med Doctors, therefore it's no Blaſphemy : Let any 
mar conv12ce me, thatour Rule of Faith muſt not be 
Scripture, as eack perſon of ſound Judgment _ 
an 
r In Confeſ. majori de Cena Dui. Cf To. 2. in reſpon. 44 Con- 


feſ. Luth. fol. 458. t In Hiſtor. Sacram, par, 2+ fob. 57+ 
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fands it ; and he will convince that this cannot be juſt- 
ly called the Doctrine of the Retermation but whillt 
that Principle and Rule of Faith ſtands unſhaken, no- 
thiag that is taught by any perſon of ſound Judgment 
to be the Doctrine of Scripture, but is to be called our 
Dottrine, and may te ſafely believed. es 
You ſay that whoever has any love for Chriſtianity, 
will hate the Reformation and its Principles, if they 
give Liberty for to believe ſuch Blaſphemies : Bur, 
cag any Mother be more Indulgent to her Child, than 
the Reformation istous > Such as think thoſe T enets 
to be Biaſphemies, the Reformation gives them leave 
not to believethem ; and if any judges, by Scripture, 
that they are not Blaſphemies, but pure Doctrine, as 
Luther, Calvin, and others did, they have Liberty 
tor to believe them. He who denies them, cannot 18 
Charity check them who believe them, nor can they 
who believe them, check thoſe who deny them, where- 
as each follow the Rule of Faith, and believe what they 
judge by Scripture to be true. And if you or your 
Church of England cry out Blaſphemy , Blaſphemy , 
againſt all that you judge to be falls, why do not you 
cry Blaſphemy mains Presbyterians, Lutherans, and 
other Congregations from whom you diſſent? And 
what difference betwixt you and the Church of Rome > 
The folly of this is to call Hereſie and Blaſphemy all 
that is not her own Do&trine: And all that your Church 
ot England miſlikes, muſt be Fanaticiſm , Blaſphe- 
my , and impiety > Muſt our Rule of Faith be Scrip- 
ture, as the Church of England underſtands it, and 
not otherwiſe 2 Presbyterians, and Lutherans , will 
never allow It: Tf therefore our Rule of Faith be 
Scripture, aseach perſon underſtands it; any perſon of 
lound Judgment m the Reformation, may without 
(cruple believe what he underſtands to be the Doctrine 
of Ictipture. 


E Fourth 
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Fourth Dialogue. 


SMAET. You till infiſt upon that principle that 

our Rule of Faith is Scripture, as each perſon of 

ſound judgment underſtands it, and from that princi 

le will follow many abſard conſequences deſtructive of 
iety and Religion. 


Tſaac. That principle is not invented by me, it's of - 


our Holy Reformation ; if I diddiſcourſe with a P«- 
pift I would prove the principle to be true, and Gods 
expreſs Word ; but fince I diſcourſe with a Reformed 


Child, I ſuppoſe, and not ſpend my time in proving 
it : This principle then, being an unqueſtionable rut 


in our Reformation, no Reformed Child muſt be {o. | 
irreverent and bold as to ſay, that any Doctrine which ' 


Clearly and unavoidably follows out of it, is Blaſphe- 
movs or Impious, for that would be to condemn our 
principle by which we walk : Ex vero non ſequitur ni 
weram: From a true principle nothing can follow but 
rrue Dottrine 2 Can you deny but this was the Rule 
of Faith, and principle of our firſt bleſſed Reformers, 
and of the Church of England, mentioned in her 39 
Articles > If therefore they judged, and if any other 
Judges by thar Rule and principle, that thoſe Tenets 


which you call Impious and Blaſphemous, be tri | 


Conaging » they cannot be blamed for believing 
tnem. 

Iſmael. 'T confeſs our firſt Reformers did ſpeak fo, 
but I ſay ſuch Errors and Impious Do&trines cannot 


without Irreyerence be called the Doctrine of the h 4 
ot- 


formation, and cannot without impiety be believed, 
becauſe our Reformation at preſent condemns and 
deteſts thoſe Blaſphemies, for we muſt grant that our 
Reformation in its beginning was not in its full per- 
feftioa of Dofrine ; God began it by Luther, Calvin, 
Zuinzlius, and others: Thoſe great Men had their 
frailties, they did overlaſh in ſome things, and what 


P B- 5 5-<a RE 2 TAR 


, bat like Chimnies, v kich grow daily blacker by con- 


( 39 ) 


they ſaid amiſs, Gods Heavenly Spirit inſpired to the 
Church from time to time to correct it, and has at 
length brought our Church tothat purity of Doctrine , 
and fulneſs of perfeftion which now 1t enjoys. No- 
thing is to be called now the Doctrine of the Retor- 
mation, but what is now believed by our Congregat- 
ons, and none of them believes thoſe execrable T enets 
you related. 

I{azc. You wrongs the Reiormation very much, mn 
ſaying it had not its full pertection in the beginning, 1t'S 
rataer to be thought, that that poliſhing and rein:ng 
of it in entuing Years With new pertections, and Cor- 
recting the htrſt draught of 1t by our firſt Retormers, 
has beei1 a corruption of it with tame mixtare of Popith 
errors 22d fuperititions : For ail Religions Congrega- 
tions, and pretenders to Piety, are at the firſt begin- 
ning 11 the height of their periection, and in Progreſs 
of Years, tney ceclive and decay from their primitive 
Spirit 3nto errors and corruption of manners : Reli- 
gious Congregztions are not like Arts and Sciences, 
which by tune ani experience receive new perfetions ; 


tinual tmoke and fire: Witneſs the Fewiſh Church 
and Law, in its beginning, fouriſhing and Holy, 
bur corrupted in progreſs of time,by Traditions of Men 
and Superſtitions of Phariſees : Witneſs alſo the Law 
of the Goſpel in thoſe happy times of the Apoſtles, 
holy and pure, but corrupted after ſome Years by er- 
rors ot Popery: It we be to ſeek for the pure and Or- 
thodox Doctrine of the primitive Church , ought not 

«. 2 ; we 
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we to be ſaid by the Apoſtles, Men raiſed extraordi. 
narily by God, and replenifh'd with his {pirit to teach 

, us the Goſpel > And if we be to ſeek for the pure 

vio and Orthodox Doctrine of the Reformation, 0 

' þ not we to be ſaid rather by Luther, Calvin, Melanttm, 

ir Zuinelius,Beza,and our other firſt Reformers, than by z, 
F: 2 few Miniſters and Biſhops of England, who, tho' they * 
|; be Wileand Pious Men, yet they are not of that ſtamy 
4! as the others. And it our preſent Congregations pre- 
: > ſame to corre them, and ſay they overlath'd 1n their 
Dottrine ; will not the Papiſts ſay, it they have been 
| ſuch ſcandalous Maſters and falfe I eachers, why did 
; > you receiye their Reformation > And as they erred fo 
We groſly in ſuch prime Articies of Chriſtianity, why do 
' not you fear and ſuſpett they have alſo erred 1n the 
reſt > Secondly, the Papiſts will ſay, if as they Re 
formed us, you Reform them , then you maſt expe 
and permit that others may Reform you, and forlake 
your Doftrine as you forſake theirs. 

Iſmael. T wiſh you could make out, that the Re- 
formation was in its full perfe&tion in its beginning ; 
had you read fome Writers of ours, perhaps you 
would judge otherwiſe ; « Muſculus, a learned Lu- 
zberan, writes thus ; Thus it s with us at preſent, that 
if any be deſirous to fee 4 great Rabble of Knaver, turbu- 
dens Spirits, deceitfnl perſons, Couſeners and Debauch'4 
Men , let bim go to a City where the Goſpel is purely 
Preached, and he ſhall find them by multitudes ; for it's more 
—_— than the day light, that never were there moreq 
anbridled and unruly people among the Turks and In- 

dels than _ the orofelar: of the Reformed G oſpel. 

Luther himſelf ſays as much 3; The World gr9w7 | 
daily worſe, and Men are now more Ccovetous , Yevenge- 
ful, and licentious than they were in Popery. Mr. = 

C 
« Dom. 1. Adventus, & libr. de Proph. Chriſti. Þ 


P ofthil. ſuper Evangel, Domj. 1. Advent. © Dome 26. 
poſt. Trinzt, 
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c fays no leſs; After my Travels round about ail En8- 


i land, I found rhe people m moſt parts proud. , mall 
ure ctous, ambitious, and careleſs of good Works ; Mr. Kichar#4 
phe 
on, 


Gefery, in bis Sermon at St. Pauls Crojs, printed Annd 
ne” I may freely (peak what T1 have plainly 


- 


yz, that in Flanders never was there more Drunkenneſs, in 
hey * Italy more Wantonneſs, © Jury more Hypocrifee , in 
mp Turky more Impiety, in. Tartary more Iniquity , than 
re- is praitic'd generally in England, and particularly in 
e& Lendon, inly our Reformation at preſent de- 
en ſerves a better Character ; never did the Ale-houſes 
lid and Taverns complain more heavily of want of Tra- 
fo ding, which is a proof of our ſobriety; the Churches 
do which we ſee a building in Londev, is a good Teſti 


he mony of Piety; and we are ſo far from any ſmack of 
(> Hypocrifie , that you ſhall not ſee in all Lendon the 
ft jeafl up rance of Vertue, ſo kiddenly it's kept from 
ke mortal Eyes but what you may meet 1n our honeſt 
«Quakers. 
(- Iſaac: | confeis our Congregations as now they 
7; * are, are very good both in rine and manners 3 
Dl but I fay alſo, that the Doctrine and manners of eur 
7 Reformation, as its firſt beginning was as Pure as 
tt Holy, and as True as now it 1s, or ever it will be. 


- Nay, ſuppoſing and granted , their manners and 
| Do&trine were ſo corrupt as thoſe Dettors mention ; 


ly | fay that amidſt all thoſe Vices, their Life was as 
re Holy, Innocent, Blameleſs and Pure as yours is now : 
eq And that you may be convinc'd of this Truth, know 
[- tnat Calvin expreſly teaches. d 1 belizve, the Sins 
l of th? Faithful, ( he means of the Reformation ) are 
Pr |. but venial Sins; not but that they deſerve Death , but 
- ', becauſe there is no Dunnation for the Children of Grace , 
bs anaſmuch as - their Sins are not imputed to them; And 
S, again e he ſays, We can aſſure our ſelves, we can no 
x | 3 more 
: C Motrves 16 good Works in the Evift. Dedic. d Lib. 3. Injt. 


6. 4. ſet. 28, e Lib. 4. Inſt. c. 7. ſel. 2. 


| 
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move be danm'd for any Sins, than Jelus Chriſt by. 
felf. Luther f isof the ſame Opinion, as nothing by 
Faith deth Fuſtifie us, ſo nothing but Incredulity is « 


Sin. Again, g Ns Sin is fo great that it can condemn” 


a. Man, ſuch as are danm'd, are dain'4 only for thei 


Incredulity. Whitaker, þ No Sin can hurt 4 Man wh, 
has Faith. The ſame 1s taught by Wotton, Fulk, Tin- | 
gal, and Beza. It's therefore the Dottrine of Scrip- 


ture , as Interpreted by theſe Perſons of great and 
ſound Judgment, that Inceſts, Murthers, Intempe- 
rance, or whatever elſe you call a Sin, ( Incredulity 
excepted, ) either is no Sin at all, or but Yenial Sins, 
which do no harm, nor cannot damn the children of 
the Reformation ; if therefore our Brethren lived in 
the beginning of the Reformatton, as thoſe Authors re- 
late,they lived according to Scripture, as Interpreted to 
them by Men of ſound Judgment, and this being our 
rule of Faith and Manners, they did not ill, but very 
well in following it. 

Timael. | hey were men of the Reformation, it's 
true, who taught theſe Errors, and diffolution of Life 
and good manners ; infomuch , they ſwerved from 
tke Spirits Holineſs and Purity of the Reformation, 
and muſt not be believed nor commended. Look up- 
on the Reformation as now it is, and you will not 


find any ſuch ſcandalous Do&rine, or corruption of 


manners, 


 Tſaac. They were not only Men of the Reforma- 
tion, but the romes Oracles of it, which you will 
not match with any of our preſent Congregations, and 
irs not pardonable in any Reformed Child to fay, ſuch 


Oracles, Extraordinarily raiſed by God to Teach the | 


purity of the Goſpel.ſhould have taught either Errors 
in Doctrine, or diffolution of manners : T hey taught 

what 
f In locis commun. claſſe 5: c. 27; g To. 2. Wittemb. de 


capt. Babyl, fol. 74: h De Eccl. cont, Bellarm. conf. 3+ 
quaſt. x, 
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what in their Conſcience they underſtood by Scripture 
to be true ; if you will not be ſo irreverent as to fay that 
they were Knaves, who ſpoke andltaught againſt their 
Conſcience and Knowledge. Theretore they gs 


the Dodtrine of the Reformation purely and truly : The 
conſequence 15 evident : For, what 1s the: Dottrine 
of the Reformation , but what Wile learned Men of 
ſound Judgment, think and underſtand by Scripture to 
be true> Why is figurative Preſence the Doctrine of 
tne Reformztion 2 tho denied by Lutherans, ( who 
are Reformed alſo, ) but becauſe Wiſe learned Men 
Judge by Scripture as they underſtand it , it's the true 
octrine? or can yougive'me any other Rule of Faith 
by which we may know what Do&trine is of the Refor- 
mation, and what not, but Scripture as each Perſon 
of ſound Judgment underſtands it > Or what Rule 
can you give for to know what 15 good or evil to be 
done , bur Scripture as underſtood by ſuch Perſons > 
If therefore Luther, Calvir, and the other Dottors , 
I quoted, Judge by Scripture that Do&rine and man- 
ner of Lite to be true and good , why may not we fay 
it's the Doctrine of the Reformation: If you or the 
Church of Eng/and, or Scotland Judge that Deftrine 
to be falſe, and that manner of Life to be a diffolution 
and corruption of manners : Why ? you are Men of 
ſound Judgment , you underſtand Scripture ſo ; that 
will be the Dottrine alſo is of the Reformation , you 
may believe it : But you muſt nor deny that Luther 
and Catvins Doctrine alſo is of the Reformation, be- 
cauſe they were Men of as ſound Judgment as you. 
You tranfgreſs haniouſly agaiaſt modeſty, in ſaying 
thoſe ſacred Organs of God ſwerved from the Spirit 
and Holineſs of the Reformation ; which having ro 
other Rule of Faith bur Scripture, as each Perſon of 
ſound Judgment underftands it ; its Spirit and Holineſs 
conſiſt in fraiming our Life and Doctrine to that Rule, 
as Our bleſſed Reformers andReformation in its begin- 
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ning did, believing thoſe Tenetrs, which you call Er. 
rors and Blaſphemy, and living that Life which you call 
Difſolution and Corruption of Manners, becauſe they 
Judge by Scripture, as they underſtood it, that Do&- 
rine and Manner of Life was True, Innofent, and | 
Good ; and if you like 1t as they did, you May believe | 
and live as they did, and be a good Child of the Refor- , * 
mation : Confider I pray all the Works and Do&trine | 
of Luther, ( the like I ſay of our other firſt Reformers,) 
the three parts oþ his Doctrine 1s againſt Popery, and 
they ſay, allare Hereies and Blaſphemies ; the reſt is 
contrary to the Church of England, and She fays, 
this is alſo Errors and Blaſphemy , ſ@ you conſpre 
with the Papiſts,to deſtroy the credit of our firſt and beſt 
eformer ; and betwixt you both, you unplume him 
of all his Feathers, and leave him not a bit of good 


Do&trine. 


Burt I will Rand to the Spirit, and Principles of the 
Reformation, and Congregations , as now they are, 
fince that you do fo much boaſt of its Purity and great 
Pertections ; and I will prove that Doctrine, and man- 
ner of Life, may be believed and followed Lawfully 
ſtanding to its Priaciples : For if the Spirit of the Re- 
formation be at preſent among us, we muſt not be 
forced, as in Popery, to believe againſt our proper Judg- 
ments, what others believe by Scripture to be true and 
Holy, but what each one thinks in his own Conicience | 
to be ſuch ; becauſe even now at preſent, our Rule of 
Faith, is Scripture as each Perſon of ſound Judgment 
underſtands it, and this is the ſame Rule which Luther 
and the Reformation in its beginning had: This Holy lt- 


berty is the beſt Jewel , the greateſt Perſ-&ion, and ( 

moſt Glorious Prerogative the Reformation has : 

therefore now at preſent any Man Judges by Scripture, | 

that he can Marry ten Wives at a tiniz ; that he can kill 

his own Son as Abrah2m intended ; that he may com- 

nut Inceſt with his own Daughter, as Lot did 3 on 
there 
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there is no Sin but Incredulity, as Luther believed 3 nor 
any Myſtery of the Trinity of Perſons in one Nature, 
as Calvin believed : With what Juſtice can the Church 
of England ſay a Man does not believe, and live as be- 
cometh a Reformed Child, or that his Do&trine and 
Life is ſcandalous > Whereas he lives and believes as 
he underſtands by Scripture, he may or ought to do, 
which is the Rule of Faith of the Reformation, even 
of the Church of Englard > The Church of England 
ſays, the Lutheran DoCtrine of the Real Preſence 
is not the Do@trine of Scripture; that the Presbyter1an 
Dottrine againſt Epiſcopacy, 1s not the Doctrine of 
Scripture; that the Anabapziſt Dottrine againſt In- 
fants Baptiſm, is not of Scripture 3 and yet you Pper- 
mit them all to live in Peace; you Con:zeſs they are true 
Children of the Reformation , tho Diſſenters from 
you ; why? Becauſe they follow Scripture as they 
underſtand is, and this is our Rule of Faith? 

why will not you ſay, the Belief and Life of that 0- 
ther Man is alfo of the Reformation, tho abſurd 1t 
may ſcem to you; fince he believes and lives as he 
Judges by Scripture he may? Ir follows therefore 
plainly, that this is the Doctrine of the Reformati- 
0 


N. 
Ijmael. I confeſs our Rule of Faith in the Refor- 
mation, 1s Scripture as each perſon of found Judg- 


ment underſtands it - but you cannot doubt but that- * | 


It's needful to moderate and curb this liberty , or it 
may run too far : for if every man be licenc't to be- 
lieve and teach every thing he fancies to be according 
to Scripture; as there is no Doctrine ſo execrable but 
ſome ignoraht Reader may hit upon a text, which, 


11] underſtood may ſeem to favour it; ſo there will be 


none but may be believed, and called the Doctrine of 
the Reformation : tor example, Bexa i teaches, (and 
lays it's alſo the Do&rine af Calvin, Sumaize and 
Geneve, ) that the Lords Supper may be lawfully ad- 

1 Epiſt. 2, 2. OG. 254 \mtritter'd 
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winiſter'd in any kind of Victuals as well as in Bred: 
and Wine, in Eggs, Fleſh, Fiſh, &c. Where the 
* no bread and wine , ſays he, we may duly celebrate, | 
of inftead of them we uſe what we uſually eat and | 
drink. And again in the ſame place ; Tf there be ro we | 
ter at han4, and that Baptiſm cannot be with edificating 
differed I would Baptize in any other liquor. "> 

Iſexc. And why ſhould not it be lawful to any Re. | 
formed to believe this, whereas it's Scripture as inter- 
preted by a man of ſo ſound a Judgment ? bur Ido na 
1A any wiſe like that opinion of yours and of tie Church 
of Englen4, that i:s convenient to limit and curb mens 
Judgments leſt they may run too far: this is the Po- | 

cy of Rome, They will not permit an arbitrary In- | 
terpretation of Scripture, alledgiag, forſooth , for | 
inconveniency, the multitude of abſurd DoGrines | 
which the World would {warm with, if ſuch a liberty 
were allowed: No, no, far be it from any true Re- 
formed Chi'4 ro miſlike or diame.that all people ſhould | 
1aterpret Scripture, and believe what tkey judge by it 
to be tiue : and if what they judge to be true, ſhould 
ſeem to you falſe and ſcandalous, do not you believe it, , 
but let them believe it, and they will be of the Refor- | 
mation, becauſe they follow our Rule of Faith. | 

Thnael. k Luther, 1 Melanfhmm, m Muſculus, n Ochi- 
mus, © Bega, and others, teach the lawfulneſs of Biga- 
my or multiplicity of Wives, aud prove it with the 
example of Abraham, Tiaac and Facob : and Ochinus » 
expounding the Text of St. Paul, It behoveth 4 Biſbop 
to be 4 man of one Wife : The probibition, ſays he, 7s 
not 19 be underſtcod ſo, that 2 Biſhop ſhould hzve but one 
Wife at 4 time, for certainly he may have many, but $. Pauls 

eantng is, that he 61h 10t to have 100 many Wives at 4 time, 
that's to (ay ten or twenty. Tſadc. 
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Tlaxc. And will you deny thus to be the DoQrine of 


' the Reformation, whereas it's Scripture as Interpreted 


y 


men of ſo eminent and ſound a judgement 2 | 
TIT The Synod of Geneve, þ and the q Eccle- 
Gaſtical Diſcipline of France, printed at Saumure, has 
decreed, that a Wife whoſe Husband 1s a long time 
abſent, may have him call's by the publick Cryer, and 
if within a competent time he does not appear, with- 
out any further enquiry, the Miniſters may licence 
to marry any other, or marry her himſelf. s 

Taac. I fay, all honeſt Women may practiſe this 
Dodtrine without ſcruple or ſhame, whereas it's Scr1 
ture as Interpreted by that thrice holy Synod ; but 


Seamen beware how they undertake long voyages, for 
fear their Wives may take other Husbands 1n their 
abſence. ep 


Iſmael. Luther r teaches it's lawful to a Wiſe, 'if 
her Husband does not pleaſe her, to call her Man fer- 
vant, or her neighbour.; which Do@trine they ſay is 
come to the cars of our London Sifters; and he gives 
the like liberty to the Husbands, if their Wives be 
pettiſh and humourſome. If the Husband, ſays he, cans 
not correff the humourſonme}s of his Wife, he may imas 
gine ſhe is dead, and may marry another , becauſe it's 
net in the power of a Man to live without a Woman. ner 
71 hers to live without a Man. 


Tlaac. This is Scripture-as Interpreted by Luther, 
and conſequently muſt nor be denied to be the Doctrine 
of the Reformation ; nor can any of our Reformation 
be juſtly puniſh'd or blam'd for practiſing it, if he judg= 
ges by Scriptnre it betrue, ( as Luther FF ) for this 1s 
our Rule of Faith. But Luther never gave this liberty, 
but upon gondition, that the Husband or Wife ſhou'd 
hiſt make their complaint before a Magiſtrate, for to 
have a redreſs of their injury and diſcontent ; but this 

cone 
P Canon. Generales Genuen 1560. q Chat. 13. ar:. 31. 
r To. 5. Wittem. ſerm, de Matrin, : 


%, 
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condition ſeems too comberſome to the modeſty of our | 
Siſters ; they do not ſubmit to it, but do themſelye, : 
juſtice without any addreſs to the Magiftrate. I know { 
alſo that not only Luther, but f Bucer , t Melanito, | 
u Ochinus, x Muſculus and Calvin, y do teach that a man 
who finds his Wife in Adultery, may caſt her off 


Divorce, and Ty 3 and our French Synod * 


have ordered this Do&trine to be put in their Ecelef. | 
aſtical Diſcipline, ſo that it's the Doctrine of Scripture, 
as interpreted by theſe perſons of ſound judgment, and 
conſequently of the Reformation : you may therefore 
believe and practice it ; our Siſters, particularly our 
Miniſters Wives were much alarm'd at this Dodtrine, 
and fay it's a damnable Herefie ; believe as you pleaſe. 
Iſmael. Does not Luther ſay it's impoſſiblea 4 young 
Man of 20 years can live without a Woman; or a 
young Maid of 18 years, without a Man ; whereby 
all Parents may believe their Daughters of that age are 


defiled, if not preferr'd in due time : ſure you will not | 


fay this is the Dodtrine of the Reformation. 


% 


Tſaxc. And who doubts but thar it's the Reformed ._ . 


Dottrine : Scripture as interpreted by ſo found a judg- | 
ment ; the contrarv Doctrine is alſo of the Reforma- | 


tion, and you may believe it, becaufe our Glorious 


Queen Elizabeth dyed a Virgin ; and it's credibly re- | 


ported ſome few fellows of Oxford and Cambridge hve 
continently. 

Iſmael. But what do *you think of a Child Chri- 
ſten'd in Popery by a Monk or a Fryar, the to be 
Chriſten'd again im our Reformation? And what if a 
Popiſh Prizſt, or Fryar, did become of our Reformed 
Church, can he lawfully Marry whercas, he made a 
Vow of Chaſtity 2 

T{aac, 


ſ To. 5. Wittemb. ſerm. de Matrim. t In Scriptis Anglic.de 
Reg. Chr. 1.2.c.26.& in Matth. c. 19. u In Confil. Theol. 
Par. 1. pag. 648. [.& 134. Xx Dial. 200. &f 204. in Epiſt. 
S. Paul. ad Tim. 3. yl. 4. Inft. c. 19. ſet. 37. Diſcip. Eccl. 
C. 13. 7 Serm.de Matrim. 
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Tlacc. As to the firſt Pxery, it's the Doftrine of 
the Reformation, declared by many French Synods.and 
recorded in their Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, that he muſt 
be Chriſten'd again , becauſe the firſt Baptiſm was 
Null : it's alſo the Doctrine of the Reformation, de- 
clared by the Church of England, and many Synods of 
France, that the firſt Baptiſm is ſufficient and valid: 
believe w hich you pleaſe. Ir's alſo the Doctrine of the 
Reformation , that Infants Baptiſm is not at all need- 
ful ( nay nor Lawful ſay the Anabapriſts ) fo lays 
Calvin, a Zuingulins , Beqa and many others, 1t's like- 
wiſe the Doctrine of our 39. Articles, b and our holy 
Synod of London c that Infants baptiſm is lawful and 
needful. Believe which you like beſt ; both are of the 
Reformation. 

As to the ſecond Query, it's the Doctrine of the Re- 
formation that Prieſts andFryars are obliged to the vow 
of Chaſtity which they made in Popery , and cannot 
marry, this is the Doctrine of many of our Brethren 
and particularly of d Hooker, e Marloratus, Budellus 
and t Couel, who fay the Papiſh vows of Poverty , 
Obedience and Chaſtity are commendable and ought 
to be kept. You may alſo believe this is wicked Do@&- 
rine, and that they may take Wives notwithſtand- 
ing their vow of Chaſtity , as well as Benefices not- 
w:raſtanding their vow of Poverty : believe which you 
p:caſe, both Dodtrines are of the Reformation ; bur 
tne beft is to fay they can marry , for it marriage and 

venehices were denied them, no Prieſt or Fryar would 
ever embrace our Reformed Dottrine : We know 
our great Zuinglizs himſelf would not at all preach the 
Caoipel unto the Suitzers, until that he preſented a 
petition for himſelf and his companions, ( all Prieſts 
anc Fryars ) extant yet in his 1 Tom. pag. 110. and 
obtain- 
Inſt. c. 15. ſe. 20, 21. b Aﬀ. 27. cCan. 


yo 
9% «Lib. 2. FEeclef. Polit. pag. 103, EC ln Tim.c. 50» 
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wbcainedthe contents of it, which was to have Wives, 
Nor can we doubt this to be the beſt Doctrine, where. 
ws Luther, Bexz, and almoft all our other Reformer, 
Were Prieſts and Fryars , and the firſt ſtep they gaw 
in the Reformation was to Marry : the Papiſts and torne 
Weak Brethren were much ſcandalized at Luthers mar- E:4 
Tiage, and Eraſmus his rallerte upon it was much fo- { * 
Jemnized , Luther 'yeſferday a Monk , 10 day « Husbund, 


G 


iid next tay « Father , becanſe that honeſt Kaz Boren, 
His virtuous Bride,was happily delivered of a lovely Boy 
ht days after he married her : but the Servant af 
Jod did not 'regret the action , which proves that he 
Judged by Scripture 1t was very lawful. 


Fifth Dialogue. 


TSMAEL. You know I have been born and bred 
in our holy Reformation, and a Church of Eng- : 
"fend man ; you tell me I may believe this or that, and 
whateyer I pleaſe ; I would gladly fetrle once for ever. 
and reſolve what T may , and ought to believe , and 
not to-be every day carried away with every wind of 
Dodtrine : let me, -to-that;purpoſe propoſe unto you, 
and hear your reſolution of ſome doubts. W hat do 
\_ __*Fou think, havenotwe a Church on earth eſtabliſht 
; Sy Chriſt, wherein we are to live and ſerve him, and 
{| © believe her Dodtrine > 
Ifeac. -I'will give you no other inſtruction nor as- 
{wer bur the'pure Doctrine of the Retorination, which | 
\when you have heard , you may detexmin as you like \ 
beſt., what Religion to embrace ; but know *this, | 
"that atter you have determin'd with your felf to believe 
this ortiat.; you may With a very fafe confcience alter 
tat reſolution next day after, and belicye the quite con- 
tary 
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. formation irs apparent , for it's Scripture as Interpre- 
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rrary to what you reſolve to believe , if upon bettef 
confideration yol think the contrary to be true ; ths 
is the liberty of the holy Reformation, as I proved un 

1 ia logue. 
"_ = nf doubt I anſwer, it's the Doctrine” 
of the Reformation , that it was Jeſus Chrift the Sor 
of God who eſtabliſht the Church, you may beheve 1x 
therefore: It's alſo the Doctrine of the Reformartton , 
that it was not Jeſus Chrift the Son of God who cſta- 
Yiſhe the Church : that this is the Do&trine of our Re- 


ted by Ochinys a man of ſound Judgment, whom al? 
Traly coull not match, ſays Calvin, in whoſe prejence 
Enelani was hapyy , and unbappy in his abſence, lays 
B. Bale: Ochinus fpeaks thus, a Conſidering how the 
Church was eftabliſht by Chriſt and waſht with his Blood ; 
and conjr derins azain bow it ww utterly overthrown by 
Papacy ; I concluded that be whe eftabliſhi is , could nog 
be Chrijt the Son of God , becauſe he wame{ providence 3 
and upon this refleftion he renounced Chrift and be- 
came a Jew. And no man can fay but that he adted 
and bchaved himfelf like a true Child of the Reforma- 
tion 11 fo dowg, for he tollowed Scripture as he under- 
ſtood it ; and as he was a true Reformed Child in for- 
faking Popery, becauſe he underſtood by Scripture , 
that the Reformation was better ; ſo fince he under- 
ſtood by reading Scripture more, that Fadaiſm was 
better than rhe Reformation , he acted like a good 
Reformed , in chufiag that which he underſtood by 
Scripture to be the beſt ; this is the Reformations Rule 
of Faith; do you, if you pleaſe, as he did, and you'll - 
be as good a Reformed as he. | 
And it you Choole to belieye that there is a Church 
eſtabliſht on earth by Chriſt » You muſt beware never 
Oy AG your felt that we are bound to 
" Lyoctrine, or hve 1a her, if you do nor 
Jucge by Scripture that the teaches the Dodtrine of - 
a In Prefas. Dialog. Is 2 Chritt 


(i $2) ; 


Ehrift: This is the moſt eſſential point of Popery, aq 
obligation of ſubmitting our judgments to the Church, | 
” and believing her Doctrine without any more examinin 
and in this the Church of Eng lard is much like the Po. 
ih Church, which by As of Parliaments and other 
Ererkies would oblige all men to beheve her Doftrine, | 
Rites and Ceremonies : No, God has given us Scrip- , * | 
ture for our Rule of Faith, as we forſook the Poplſh | 
Church , becauſe we diſcovered by Scripture her many 
Errors in Do&trine ; ſo we are not bound to believe 
the Dottrine of any other Church , but as we find by 
Scripture her Do&rine is true. Do, and ſpeak as Ly- | 
ther ro 1. Elit. Fen. in Refolut. IT will be free, and 
will not ſubmit to the authority of Councils, Popes, Church 
or /{niverſity ; to the contrary I will confidently teach 
whitever I Fudge to be true ; whether it be Cathotick Doa- 
rine or Heretical ; condemned or approved. 
1{mael. Muſt I not believe that the Doctrine of Je- 
fus Chriſt , delivered to his Apoſtles and the Church 
15 true Doctrine ? 
T{azc. The Reformation teaches, it is, and you - 
may ſafely believe it : You may as fafely belieye it is 
nor, in the Principles of the Reformation ; becauſe it 
teaches that Chriſt err'd in Doctrine and manners - Vere 
Phariſei erant virt walde boni, fays Luther; b and 
Chriſtus {minime , debuit eos taxare: and Calvin fays, 
C it's 4 folly ts think be was not ignorant in many things ; 
laſtly, David Georgius d ( a Man of God and of a holy 
life ſays Oftander ) writes, If the Doctrine of Chriſt and 
bis Apoſtles had been true and perfect ; the Church which 
they planted bad continued, but now it s manifeſt - that 
Antichriſt has ſubverted it , as it's manifeft in Papacy ; | 
therefore it was falſe and imperfect. See theſe words ' 
| oted in the Hiſtory of David George printed by the 
4.18: ivincs of Baſile, at Anz werp, Anno. 1568. both Doct- 
'I' TNeS 
Sif'' b Serm. dego. Artic. in ſumma. ſummarum, C In Harms 
| + fuer, Luc. c. 2. d Eptitom Cent. 16. par. 3. 


( 53 ft 

\ines are Scripture as interpreted by men of ſound * } 
udgment 3 a __ of the Reformation, may believe 
hich he will rat 
mm Is it not the Doctrine of the Reformation 
that the Apoftles were infallible in thetr Doctrine? 
much more muſt we believe that Jeſus Chriſt was ſo.” | 
Tſaac. Yes it is; you may believe it: andut's alſo 
the DoQrine of the Reformation that they were ne. 

infallible, neither in therr written or unwritten 

rine, fo, many ' of our moſt renowned Doctors 
ſpeak , and whateyer any Men of found Judgmenc 
[udge to be true by Scripture , i5 the Dectrine ofthe 
Reformation: Zumeglius, e one of the greateſt Ora- 
cles of our Church ſays, It's « great 7enerance 40 be- 
lizve any infallible authorit y in the Goſpels or Epiſtles 
of the Apoſtles ; Bexa, not inferiour to Zuinglius, blot- 
ted out of 'S. Fohn the hiſtory of the Woman Adake- 
reſs, Judging 1t a fable. Clebitius | affirms , rhas Luke's” 
relation 'of Chriſt's paſſion is not true, becauſe it does *not 
egree with that of Matthew «nd Mark, and more cred 
» t0 be given t01wo,, than to one.: E'Calvin ſays, Peter 
conſented ro, and added to the ſchiſm-of the Church;, 10+ 
the overthrow of Chriftian liberty, and Chriſt's Grace.- 
h Whitaker fays, Irs evident that after the Deſcent 
of the Holy Goſpel, the whole Church, even the Apoſtles , 
erred ; and Peter erred in” Dofrine and manners. 1 Lu- 
ther ſays Peter lived and ranght extra Verbum Dei ; and- 
Breztjus k his Diſciple: ſays,” that Peter and Barnabas 
roperhey wich the Church of Pedro erred after re- 
cerving 2h Holy Ghoſt. If our Rule of Faith be Scripture 
WP each perſon of found Judginent underſtands it, un- 
c0ubredly this muſt be the Do&trine of the Reftormari- 
0n, and may be believed by any Retormed , nine it's 
| F 3 Scripture . 
: Tom. 2 cont. Catabapt. fol. 10. f I idoria vergs. arg. 5 
© Incap.2. 441 Gal. h de Ecclef. cont. Be{lurm. Cont. 2. q. 4 


To. 5. Witte. an 1554. in Epiit. al Gal. c..1. kin 
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Stripture interpreted by ſuch renowned. men. 
Iſmael This is moſt wicked Dottrine , T'll neyer 


; behieveirt. 


Ffeac. If you think by Scripture it's wicked , do 


#j not: follow your Rule of Faith, Scripture as you un- 


 derftandit; but if any other underſtands by Scripture 
as thoſe authors did) that the Doctrine is good, give 
im leave to believe it ; he'll but follow his Rule of 
Faith ; Scripture as he underſtands it. 
. Iſmael. I would gladly know which are the true 
Canonical Books of Scripture. 

Iſaac. The Reformatien teaches and you may believe 
with theChurch of Exgland,that S. Paxls Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, thoſe of Fames and Fude : the 2. of S. Peter ; 
the 2. and 3. of S. Fobn, are true Canonical Scripture ; 
the Reformation alſo teaches they are not Canonical , 
becauſe Lutherans deny them ; believe which you like 
beſt. Burt if you'll live in peace, and out of all ſtrife 
with Proteſtants, Lutherans, and others, who dil- 
pate, if this or that be Canonical Scripture ; your rea- 
dieſt and ſpeedieſt way will be, to fay there's no true 
Canonical Scripture; Scripture 1s no more to be re- 
ue than other pious Books : if you ſay this is not the 

oQrine of the Reformation ; read Hoſſias de expreſſe 
Perbo Dei, UF lib. de Her. where he relates this to be 
the Doctrine of the Swinfeldians, as good Reftormers as 
che beſt of us: they ſay, that we are not te regard any 
Inſtruction from man or Book,but Gods immediate 1n- 
{piration, which ſpeaks ſecretly to our hearts ; for 
which they. alledge thoſe comfortable words of the 
Prophet, I will hear what 'my Lord my God feats in 
me : for ſay they, the Book which we call Scripture, 
15 a creature, and we mutt not ſeek for light and 1n- 
ſtruction from any creature, but from God the Father 


of Lights. This is Scripture as interpreted by Men of 


found Judgment ; any Child of the Reformation may 
believe it. 
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Tſnzel. I thought to ſertle my mind in my choice of 
ſome Religion, and you go the way to beat me from 
all, for if you renverſe the Authority of I 
warrant ſhall we have for any Religion ? God forbid 
the Reformation ſhculd deny the true Canon, or the 
infallible rruch of Scripture ; and let all the world fay 
the contrary, 1 will conſtMtly aver and believe it's 
Gods infallible word : 
Iſzac. How can you fay I beat you from all Reli- 
ion, when 1 dire&ly perſwade you to follow the 
Rule of Faith of our Reformation, Scripture as each 
perſon of ſound judgment underſtands it ; let this be your 
Religion, if you will be a true Reformed ; whatever 
you judge in your conſcience to be true, let the Church 
of England, or France, or any other, fay and believe 
what they will ; you are to believe but what you judge 
by Scripture to be true ; and this is the Religion of 
the Reformation. 
Iſmael. T would gladly know, if it be lawful to chep 
or change Text ? 
Tfaac. It's the Doctrine of the Reformation that you 
cannot, becauſe God has forbid to add to, or take a- 
way from his word: and therefore we condemn the 
Papiſts for their Tradition, obtruded upon the Flock 
as the Word of God : It's alſo the Do&trine of the Re- 
formation , and the practice of our beſt Reformer, 
when the Text does not ſpeak clear enough, that for 
to refute Popery and eſtabliſh our own Doctrine, we 
may add or diminiſh a word or two ; which is not to 
change the Word of God, but to make it ſpeak more 
expreſly : as when Luther had a mind to preach Fuſtifi- 
cation by Faith alone, finding the Text faid bur, ſan 
7s Fuſtifiel by Faith, he added the word Alone, and made 
tae Text very clear againſt Popery, which formerly 
was ſomewhat obſcure : Zuinelizs being to teach the 
0 4:1ve preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, found 
* Text, his js my Pody, to be too pat againſt his 


Dodttrine 
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Doftrine, and inſtead of Ts, put in this ſignifieth : 
T he Church of Enginy being to preach the Kings Spi- 
rial Supremacy, could not convince the obſtinate 
Papiſt by the Origioal Text, which ſaid 1 Pet. 2. ſub- 
mis yonr- ſelves unto every humane creature for the Lord's | 
ke, whether it be the Kjng as excelling, or to, &c. | 
But in King Edwards tim®they altered one word, and. -| . 
mad2 the Text thus, ſubmir your ſelves to every Ordi- | 
nance of 211n, whether it be to the King, as being the 
chef bead, and the following impreſſions of the Bible,, 
the. year 1557 and 79. fay, To the King as ſupreme. 
And 1o the true Dodtrine is clearly convinc'd out of. 
4pture, as alſothe lawfulne{s of Prieſts Marriage; 
xr the Text before the Reformation ſaid 1 Cor: g. 
not we power to lead about 2 Woman ſiſter ; and now 
our Bibles ſay , have not we power ro lead about 4 
zſe being our Siſter : hence it's evident according to the 
Dodtrine and praftice of our Reformation, that when 
ygu have a mind to eſtabliſh a Doctrine which you 
Jadge to be true, you may change the Text and make 
it. {peak to your ſenſe and meaning, provided you judge 
your ſenſe to be true. 
Iſmiel. What do you think of Fuſtifying Faith ? 
Dozs Faith alone juſtify us? | 
. Afaac. It's the Dottrine of the Reformation, that 
without charity it cannot, becauſe S. Paul ſays 1 Cor. 
13. If .I bave Faith ſo as to move mountains, and have 
” charity, T am nothing. It's alſo the Doctrine of the 
Fe.ormatiqn, that it is. impious and wicked to fay, 
Faith alone without Charity does not juſtify ; £his 1s 
Scripture as interpreted. by Luther a man of ſound 
judgment : 1 Who ſay, quoth Luther, that Faith alone 
tho.gh perfect it be, canort Fuſtify without Charity , (ay 
nogiouſly an4 wicke.lly, becaxj Faith alsne, without any 
£601 works. dath juftifie. Believe which Doctrine you 
Pleaſe, both are of the Retormatioo. 


Thnae, 
| [a.cap. &. 46 G4. DF j2rin. 417, 117, 20 4 
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Iſael. Luther was inſolent in checking the Doctrine 
of St. Paul. ; 

Ilzze. Probably he did not refle& that it was the 
Doctrine of the Apoſtle, and if you will have itto be 
a Check of S. Paul, Luther m will anſwer for himſelf, 
Be it, ſays he , that the Church, Auguſtin or ther. , 
Poigrs, alſo Peter” and Paul, nay, and an Angel from 
Heaven ſhould teach otherwije than as I teach, yet my Doctrine 
is ſuch, that it (ette:b forth Gods Glory; 1 know 1 reach no 
Humane, but Divine Doefrine. : 

It's the Doctrine of the Reformation, that Faith a- 
lone, without any good Works, and notwithſtanding 
all Sins you are Guilty of, doth juſtifie you : TI his 18 
Scripture, as Interpreted by Luther , who ſays, no- 
thing can damn you but Incredulity , as nothing but 
Faith can ſave you ; of Whitaker, Wotton, Fulk, and 
Be34, whoſe words I related in our precedent, Dialogue, 
which I believe you remember, and I need not repeat. 

It's alſo the Doctrine of the Reformation,chat good 
Works are meritorious of Grace and Glory ; n Hocker 
and Harmonia confeſſ. o ſay it's the DofCtrineof Scrip- 
ture ; and what any perſon of ſound Judgment judges 
to be the Doctrine of Scripture , he may believe 
it, for this is our Rule-of Faith. It's likewiſe the 
Doftrine generally of all our Church, that good 
Works are not at all meritorious: Tindall, ( called 
by Fox pa Man of God, and a conſtant Martyr, } judges 
this to be ſo true, that in his Treatiſe de Mammona ini- 
quiaits, he- ſays, Chriſt himſelf did not by all. bis gced 
Works merit the Glery : And tho” the Scripture ſays 
exprefly he did, Calvin q affirms, that it's a Foolifh 
_ to examine, and 4 raſh propoſition to ſay Chriſt 

ia Mere. 


It's the Dectrine of the Reformation.that tho' good 

| Works 

m In Evift. ad Ga!.c. 1. & 2.& Tom. 5. Wittemb.an.1 5 54- 
fol. 29. n Lib. 5. de Eccl. Polit. ſe. 72.0 paz. 495.07 273. 
P Acts and Aon. pag. 514. q Lib. 2. Inſt.c. 17. ſect. 6. 
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Works b= not meritorious, nor have not the leaſt jin- 
fluence 11 our Fuſtificariva or Salvation, yet they are 
abſolutely needfal for both, 1nalmuch as that true 
Faith canor be without good Works, becauſe they 
are the marks and fizns of a living Faith, by which 
atone we are ſaved ; this is the judgment of the Church 
of Enzian{, expreſizd in the 11 and 12 Article of 
the 39, and of Aſe/anFon in locis Commun. de Bonis ope- 
#Þ5, and you may beheve it : You may allo believe; 
and it's the Doctrine of the Reformarion, that gooJ 
Works are ſo far from being needtiul, that they are 
prejudicious and hurtful ro our Salvation, and the beft 
way to be {aved 1s to do no go2d work at all; this 15 
ST1pure as Interpreted by iliricus, Flacius, Ams- 
#7//us, quoted in Att. Co!lex. Aldebure. pag 2955. 
and 229. ard Lyther r was to deeply periwaded of 
thes truth, tho' that Chrilt ſaid, If rtheu wilt enter into 
the Kinzlom of Heawen , keep the Commuindment : Luz 
ter 1{2ys, it's an obſtacle to our Salvation to keep 
tam : Where it is (1d, quoth he , tht Faith in 
Chrift dath indeed juiftifie ws, b::t 1948 it is nee] ary allo 
B kee? the Commindements, there Chrijt is denied, ant 
Faith a554fp'i , becauſe thit which is proper 10 Fait 
alone is auribute] ts the Commandemeats. And again, 
f izys he, if Fatth be arcomnance! with good Works , 
=. no true Faith; tha: it may juſt fie it muſt be 2002 
witheur 2ny 2954 Works. T his is Scripture as Inter- 
preted by ſuch Eminent and ſound Men ; and conle- 
cuently the Dottrine of the Reformation ; and was 
doubts but that any Do*t1ine of the Reformation may 
b= believed. Hence forward, whea you hear the 
Preacher exhort you to good Works, you may believe 
him, if you pleaſe, and have a miad to ſpend your 
Monies, becauſe he Preaches the Doctrine of the Re- 
tormation ; or you may laugh at him, and believe not 
« word he ſays, becauſe he Preaches againſt the Doct- 
riae of the Reformation. I{mael: 


T In comment. in cap. 2. 4d Gal. \ To. 1. Propoſit. 3+ 
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rengel. Theſe are dangerous and ſcandalous Tenet, 
Jeſtrutive of Piety and Chriſtianity ; and let Lither 
and thoſe Authors you quoted, ſay what they pleaft , 
the Rear on ner By Honeſt Man will ever believe 
uch abominable Doctrine. 
ww I do not fay that the Children of the Refor- 
mation are obliged to believe them : T hey may be- 
lieve as you do , thatall are wicked Tenets: Butif 
Luther and the others cited , judge in their Conſcience 
theſe Teenets to be the Do&rine of Scripture, and if 
Peter, Fobn, or Fames, like their interpretation, I fay, 
they may according to the principles of our Reformat:= 
on believe them, and be as truly Reformed Children as 
you ; for our Rule of Faith is Scripture as each per- 
ſon of ſound judgment underftands 1t, and 18 believing 
thoſe Tenets, becauſe they judge them to he the Ioft- 
rine of Scripture, they ſtick faſt to , and follow our 
Rule of Fatth : Why is Figurative Preſence, and the 
Kings Supremacy, the Dottrine of the Reformation ; 
tho' dented by Papiſts, Lutherans, and Presbyterians? 
But becauſe the Proteſtants judge «'s the DoCtrine of 
Scripture : If therefore thoſe great Authors I quoted, 
and any other with them judge thoſe Teners-to be the 
Dodtrine of Scripture, they can be juſfly called the 
Dottrine of the Reformation : Muft Proteſtants be 
forced againft rheir judgments to deny Real Preſence, 
and Supremacy , becauſe Lutherans ſay it's wicked 
Do&rine. And why muſt Lather, Illiricus, Flac- 
ctxs, and others, be forced to deny thoſe Tenets, tho' 
Proteſtants or Papifts Judge them to be damnable > Let 
each one believe what he thinks to be the Do&trine of 
Scripture, and he will ſtill be a true Reformed Child. 
Iſmael. Does not our Reformation teach that it's 
poſſible to all Men, affiſted with Gods Grace, to keep 
the Commandments 2 
i{aac. T hisis the Do&trine of the Church of Eng- 
4nd, and conſequently of the Reformation : It's 


allo 
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go the DoQrine of the Reformation delivered out of 
Scripture, as Interpreted by Luther , Catvin , Willer, 
and ſeyeral others, that it's 1impoſhble to auvy Man aC(- 
fiſted with what Grace ſoever, to keep the Command: 
ments. None has ever yet, fays our great -Calvin, 
t and God has decreed none ſhak ever keep the Command- 
ments : Again , u The Law and Commandments were 
ruen us, 10 no other end, but that we ſhould be dannid 
them ; inaſmuch , that it is impoſſible for Us to &v 
what they command. T he ſame Dodtrine is taught by 
Luther, 1n ſeveral places of his Works, by Willet, z and 
by our Brethren the Gomariſts of Holland, and many 
of our French Synods. Believe which you pleaſe,borth 
Dottrines are of the Reformation. 

It's alſo the Doctrine of Luther and Calvin, that 
God does not caſt men into the He!l becauſe their ſins 
deſerve it, nor faye men becauſe they merit it, - but 
-meerly becauſe he will have it ſo: He crowns thoſe who 
heave nor deſerved is, ſays Luther, y and be punifhes 
thoſe who have nat deſerved it ; 'tis Gods Wrath and 


Severity to damn the one, tis Gods Grace and Mercy t0 *| * 


ſave the other. Calvin alſo, 2 Men are damn'd for 
no other cauſe, but becauſe God will have it (o; be is the 
cauſe and Author of their Danmation ; their Damnation 
is decreed by God when they are in their Mothers Womb, 
becauſe be will have it (0; this 15 alſo the belief of our 
Gomarifts in Holland, of many French Churches, and 
of ſeveral learned Calviniſts ; though the Church of 
England denies this Do&trine, none will dare ſay 1t is 
not the DoCtrine of the Retormarion,becauſle it 1< can 4 
ture as Interprered by ſuch eminent men of our Church 

Iſhmael. 1 will never believe ſuch execrable Doct- 
rines, nor will I ever be of any Congregation which 
believes them. T(aac. 
t Lib. 2. Inftit. 6. 7. {ef. 5. u Narm. Evang.in Luc. C.10. 
verſ. 26. X In Synop. Papiſmi pag. 564. y Lib. deſerus. 
; Arbit. cont. Eraſm. 7 Lib. 3. Inſtit, c. 21. ſeft. 5:& 7. &@ 

C.22.ſeff. 11.0 Caf. 13. (et, 1, 
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T{azc. 1 do not adviſe you to believe them ; but to 
give others leave to believe them, if they think them 
to berhe DoErine of Scripture z as Luther , Catuin, 
Willet , Gemariſts , and others do : You muſt not , 
if you be a true Retormed Child hinder any Man from 
believing, nor be diſpleaſed with him for believing 


Scripture, for this is our Rule of Faich. Will not your 
be of the Congregation and Re'igion of thoſe, who 
follow Scripture as their Rule of Faith , and Believe 
what they Judge in their Conſcienceto be the Doctrine 
of Scripture ? 

Iſmacl. Yes I will , and am of ſuch a Congre- 
eation , for this is the Rule of Faith of the Retor- 
mation. 

I{zic. Why then, you muſt be of the ſame Con- 
gregation with the Gemariſts, Luther, Calvin, and 
the others, who believe thoſe which you call execrable 
Doctrines, becauſe they follow Scripture as they un- 
derſtand ; and believe thoſe DoCtrines , becauſe they 


ſame Rule, one goes one way, and the other another, 
and both are of the Reformation. The Church of 
England underſtands by Scripture , that Giod is not the 
Author nor caule of Sin, that he does not force us to 

Sin ; whodoubts bur rhat this is therefore theDoctrine _ 
of the Reformation > But Catvin, Brentius , Beza , 
and ſeveral others underſtand by Scripture ; that God is 
the cauſe and Author which forces our Will ro Sn; 
that Man, and the Devil, are but Gods Inſtruments to 
commit it : That Mucrthers, Inceſts, Blaſphemies , 
&c. are the Works of God, that he makes us commit 
them : And who doubts but this alfo is the Doctrine 
ot the Reformation , being Scripture as Interpreted 
by ſuch eminent and ſound Judgment? God, ſays 
Catuin, (4) direfts, moves , inclines and forces the Will 
of Man to Sin; in fo much my the power and efficacy 
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of Working, % wholly in him; Man, nay, and Satan 

when be impells us, being only Gods Inſtruments which bs 

b. = for to make us Sin. Zuinglius, Willes , Beza » beach 
me: 


a Lib. 2. Inft.c. 4. ſet. 3. 1.1.c.18.ſet.2.0 1.3. c. 23. 


ſeft. 4. Le. I. de deprovid. 6. 6. in Synop|. pag. 563. In manj- © 


feſt. ftratag. Papiſt. 
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Sixth Dialogue. 


bh MAEL. IT am weary of hearing {uch horrid 


| 


| 


Blaſphemies 3 my Heart trembles to hear you ſay, | 
that ſuch abominable Tenets may be believed accord. | 


ing to our Rule of Faith and Principles of the Refor- - 


mation - I beſeech you let me hear no more of ſuch 


ſtuff : I conceive very well that Mens Judgments and 
Conſciences are not to be conſtrain'd to believe or deny, 
this or that Tenet, becauſe the Pope, or his Infallible 
forſooth, Church, will have it ſo. | 


Iſasc. And muſt they be conſtrain'd to deny or be- 


lieve, becauſe the fakible Church of England or France, 
w1ll have it fo? 

Iſmael. No, I do not ſay they muſt, have Pati- 
ence, and hear me ſpeaka while : I ſay that Scrip- 
rure muſt be our Rule of Faith, and not any Pope, or 
Church, or Congregation ; and that we are not to 
forced by any to believe, but what we underſtand to 
be true by Scripture ; and that if we Judge by Scrip- 
ture, any DeCtrine to be falſe, and contrary to 
Word, we mult not be forced to believe it : But ” 

mu 
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muſt not abuſe this Liberty: That we ſhould haye 
Liberty for to believe or deny Supremacy , Figurative. 
Preſence, Communion in one or both Kinds, and 
ſuch other Inferiour T ruths controverted among Chri- 
ſtians ; and that each Congregation may in {uch Artt- 
_ cles, believe as ir underſtands by Scripture to be true , 
may paſs, and it's practic'd in our Retormed Churches; 
But tha: we ſhould run ſo far , as to have Liberty by 
our [Rule of Faith to believe or deny the Fundamental 
and Chief Articles of Chriſtianity, as the Trinity, In- 
carnation , Divinity of Chriſt, 8&c. T hat Liberty 
ouzht nor to be given : Our Reformation very wiſely 
and pioully permits the Lutherans to believe one ting , 
the Prerbyrerimms another, the Prozeftan:s another a 
an? fo of the reſt; And all are true Reformed Chil- 
dren , becauſe each of them believes as they Judge by 
Scripture to be true 2 But the Retormation has never 
given, nor never will give Liberty ro Interpret Scrip- 
ture aJainſt the Fundamental Azticle of Chriſtianity: : 
we matt be moderate; and keep our rambling fancies 
within compaſs, and it any thould Judge and Infer- 
pret Scripture in favour of any ſcandalous and abo- 
minable 1 eners againſt Cariftianity and good Manners; 
he muſt be check: , and no: co. This mo- 
deration the Church of England uſes, and will nevef 
p2rnut to the contrary. 
T{aac. Þ perceive a great deal of Popiſh Blood to 
run 1n your veins, and that if you and your Church oC 
Erglin, were 1n power at the beginning of our Re- 
formation, we ſhould never have had a Luther, Cal- 
Un, Beza, or ſuch other noble and renowned Re- 
formers > By what I gather from your diſcourſe, I do 
not fee the breadth of an Inch's difference berwixt the 
Church of Rome , and you and your Church of Eng- 
{znd, for the Church of Rome will not ſtick to grant, 
that Gods Word alone is her Rule of Faith , but {6 
that none muſt belicye any ſenſe of it , but as ſhe be- 
QC 2 lieves 
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Tieves it , nor Interpret ary tex! , but receive her In. 
rerpretition of it. I he Church of Ergiar.{ has Serip- 
ture for her Rule of Faith, and gives us Liberty for to 
Interpret, Utnde:ſtz:d , and Believe ſore rext of it 
2s Each one things brit; and fo permits Prezbyterians 
to deny Epilcopacy, Lntherars to deny Figurative Pre- 
ſence, &c. and confeffes they are all her Brethren of 
the Reformation , but the will give no Liberty at all 
for to Interpret other Tex:s, but all muſt underſtand 
them as ſhe does , or ail muſt be Hereticks and damn' d 
Men? No, that Text, Afy Father and I are one, 
- muſt be Interpreted to fignihe the Unity in Nature of 
the Father and Son, as the Church of Englard believes, 
Rone muſt Interpret 1t otherwiſe : So thar the difference 
betwixt the Popiſh Church and that of Englaed is; 
the firſt gives us no Liberty at all, the ſecond gives 
us ſome Liberty, the firſt robs us of all; the ſecond 
but the one half. The Rule of Faith in Popery is 
Scripture, as [nterpreted by the Pope and Councils ; 
the Rule of Faith in England as to fome Articles, is 


Scripture as Interprered by the Church of England; and - 


as to other Articles, Scripture as each Perſon of ſound 
gorge: underſtands it - And thus Proteſtants, are 
t half Papiſts, and half Reformed , and both theſe 
Ingredients will never make a good compound. 
et any unbyaſsd and impartial Man Judge if 
the Church of Englard proceeds juſtly in this : For if 
our Rule of Faith be Scripture as each Perſon of ſound 
Judgment underſtands it , as ſhe mentions in her 3 9- 
Articles ; and as the whole Reformation believes, if 
we are not to be conſtrained, to believe any Church , 
Council, or Mans ſenſe of Scripture, if we do not 
Judge by the Word of God it's true, by what Autho- 
Tity, Rule or Reaſon, can the Church of England g:ve 
me Liberty to underſtand and believe ſome Texts as I 
leaſe, and deny me Liberty for to underſtand and 
heve others, as I Judge by Scripture they ought 
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underſtood 2 I pray obſerve well this diſcour ſe 
here are Luther , Calum , Beza, Zuinglius, and our 
other firſt Reformers ; they Interpret ſome Texts a- 

ainſt the Doctrine of Rome , and others againſt the 
Dodrine of the Church of Ezgland. T hey are praiſed 
for the firſt, and eſteemed Apoſtolical Reformers , be- 
cauſe without any regard of what the Church of Rome 
faid, they freely taught and believed what they Judged 
by Scripture to be true ; why muſt not they be prazled 
and eſteemed true Reformers alſo, for not regarding 
what the Church of England or any other ſays, but 
teach the impoſſibility of Gods Commandments , the 
ſufficiency of Faith alone , and all thoſe other T enetrs 
which you ſo much miſlike, fince they Judge by Scrip- 
tare, that to be the true Doctrine. re they bound 
to ſubmit their Judgments to the Church of England , 
more than to that of Rome ? 

1/n1e!. But in thoſe Tenets they do not only con- 
tradict the Church of England, but all Chriſtian 
Churches aad Congregations ; for all will ſay thoſe 
are wicked and ſcandalous Dodctrines. 

Tſaac. And if they Judge by Scripture that thoſe 
Fenets are not fuch , but ſound and good Doftrine , 
may not they believe them , tho all the World and ten 
Worlds did gainfay them ? Is not Scripture our Rule 
or Faith, and are we to regard what any Church or all 
Churches fay, further than we find by Scripture that 
tney ſay well> But being theſe Tenets, which you 
call horrid Blaſphemies diſpleaſe you, I'll change my 
caiicourſe ; and becanſe I fee you are Popiſhly inclin'd, 
{ will ſhew you how by the Principles of our Refor- 
mation, you can be as good a Papiſt as the Pope ; one 
Principle excepted, wherein you mult difſent from the 
Church of Rome, if you intend to remain a true Re- 
07med Child. 

T (mel. You promiſe too much , and more than T 
dchre oo Ko w 5 ] don't achre to have ay Comr uni- 
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cation with the Pope; I know by the Writings of our 
' Authors what kind of Beaſt he 1s. 

Iſazc. By your favour , you may believe the Popes 
are Wortiv, Honeft, and GCrodly Men ; many Do&- 
ors of our Reformation, and our Travellers to the 
Court of Rome give this Teſtimony of them 2 You 
may alſo believe, that Popes and Cardinals are Knaves *'*! * 
and Atheiſts, who look on Scripture as a Romance, 
and deny the Incarnation of Chrift , for Catvin fays 
{ fo, and would never have ſaid it, if it had not been 
true : But beware not to ſpeak ſo in Rome, or they'll 
lodge you where Honeſt Taylor the Quaker was ; nor 
in Spain, or they'll ftop your Mouth with an Inquiitti- 
on taggot. 

Iſmael. 1 care not what the Pope or Cardinals are ; 
but I would gladly «now, what Religion and Congre- 

tion you are of ; for whereas you are my immediate 
op it behoves me to know what Religion you 

ve. 

Tſaac. As to my Religion, I doubt not but that my 
Readers will be divided in their Judgments of me ; ifa - 
Papiſt reads me, he'll ſwear I am an Atheiſt ; but I 
hope he will not pretend to be infallible as his Pope: if 
a Proteſtant, he'll ſay, Iam a Parxift, and that my 
drift 15 to caſt dirt upon his Church ; the honeſt Qua- 
ker will fay, I am a profane man, others perhaps will 
ſay I am of no Religion, but a Deſpiter of all, and our 
Congregation are fo uncharitable that likely none will | 
accept of me, becauſe I ſay all Relig'oas are very good: 

a ſad thing that a man muſt be hated for ſpeaking well 
of his Neighbours , and that each one muſt have all 
the World to be naught but himſe]f: This then is my 
Religion, To ſuffer Perſecution for ſuſtice and Truth; 
to render good for evil, to bleſs thoſe who curſe me , 
and fpcak well ot all Congregations, whilſt they ſpeak 
all evil againſt me : reflc& well upon what I difcourfed 
titherto, and you will find, I amas great a Lover of 
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the Reformation as they who may think me its enemy ; 
and read my following diſcourſe, and you w:ll find I 
love Popety as well as the Reformation : The Spunt 
of God makes no exception of Perſons. _ 

Iſmael. You promiſed to prove by the principles of 
the Reformation, that we may believe all the Ienets 
of Popery, and remain ſtill of the Reformation : how 
canthus be 2? 

Iſaac. You remember I excepted one Principle 
of Popery, wherein you muſt neceſlarily difſent from 
them: and if you deny this one Principle, you may be- 
lieve all their other Tenets as well as the Pope, and be 
as good a Child of the Reformation as Luther. 4 

Iſmael. What Principle is this, which you ſeem to 
make the only diſtin&ive ſign of a Reformed, from a 
Papiſt > 

Iſaac. Liſten a while : a Papift is not a Papilt be- 
cauſe he believes Purgatory, Tranſubſtantiation, In- 
dulgences, and the reſt of Popiſh Tenets, but becauſe 
he believes them upon the Te%imony of the Pope and 
Church, becavſe they affure him they are revealed 
Truths: Ifa Papiſt did fay, I believe theſe Tenets, be- 
cauſe I my ſelf do judge by Scripture, that they are re- 
vealed, and rot becauſe the Pope and Church fay 
they are, he would be ro Papiſt. The Papiſt believes 
the Myſtery of the T rinity, the Incarnation and Paſſion 
of Chrilt, the Prote!tant believes the ſame Myſteries, 
yet the one 15 a Papiſt and no Proteſtant, the other is a 
Proteſtant and no Papiit. And why > becauſe the Pa- 
piſt believes them upon the Teſtimony of the Pore and 
Church, the Proteſtant believes them vpon the Teſti- 
mony of Gods written Word. Believe then whatever 
you pleaſe of Popery, provided you believe it, becauſe 
on on by ecpore 't's rrue, and not becauſe the 

or the Church ſays it ; you'll never 
but a perfect Reformed, Sona... 


{macl, If this diſcourſe be ſolid, you may; hedge 
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'+F' a all the Articles of Popery into our Reformation 
{> Iſaac. If you peruſe the works of our Reformed 


-ISQors, ;ou'll hardly find any Article of Popery, but 
Fas been judged by many, or ſome of our beſt Refor- 
i med Doors, to be the true DoCtrine of Scripture; and 
F whereas any Doftrine which any Perſon of ſound Judg- 
ment underſtands by Scripture to be the true, may 
juſHy called the Do&trine of the Reformation ; it fol- 
lows thar hardly is there any Article of Popery, for 
which we ſee ſo many perſecutions againſt Subjects, 
and ſuch troubles in our Parliaments, but is truly the 
| - Doctrine of the Reformation. 
* Tknael. Shew me ſome Examples of this. 
71 Tſaac. The Veneration of Relicks and Saints dead 
+ Bones, is | agg believed by us to be meer Popery 


{| and Superſtition, therefore we made no ſtore of Lu- 


' ther and Calvins Bones, tho we know them to be as 
great Saints aSany in the Popiſh Church: but Venera- 
tion of Relicts and Saints Bones, is the Doctrine of our 
Reformation ; for whatever is ſet down and commend - 
ed by our Common Prayer Book, muſt be undoubted- 
ly efteemed our Reformed Doctrine and PraCtice, axd 
our Common Prayer Book, printed ftnce our Kings hap- 

y Reſtauration, in its Kalendar ſets down a day to the 

ranſletion of S. Edward King of Saxons Body 11 the 
month of Fune, and dedicates another to the T ranflatt- 
on of the Bodies of S. Martin and Swithin, in the month 
of Fly, 

- i he Venerat.on and uſe of the fign of the Crols, '15 
tiat Popery 11 the Judzment of all 0:1: Congregations ; 
yet any Reformed Child may ludab!y and piouſly uſe 
it ; waereas our Common Prayer Book in the Admi- 
riftration of Baptiſm, commands thz Miniſter to uſe 
it, laying, We fign him with the fien of the Croſs, in 
token that hereafter be fha!! ror be aſhamed, to conjeſs 
* | be Faith of Chrift crucified, and manſully to fieh: under 
; | bis Banner againſt Sin, the World and the Devil. And 

in 
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ſcruples in this point « theſe Pauperes dc Lugdims, are 
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in our Kalerder, printed fince his Majeſties Reſtaur+ 
tion, it's calied the Holy Crols. a 

Our Congregations generally believe, it's Popery 
keep Holy-days ( except the Sabboth day) and Saints = 
Gays; to faſt Lent, Fizils, commanded, Embers"F 
days, and Frideys; and all this is recommended to 
us in our Common Prayer Book , and the Miniſter 1s: * 
commanded , in the Adminiſtration of the Lords Sup- 
fer, to pabliſh the Holy-days of the week, and ex- 
hort us to Faſt; and ſurely, he is not commanded to 
teach, or exkort us to any thing, but to the Doctrine 
of the Reformation : it's true, the Students of our Col- 
ledges of Oxford and Cambridge, are much troubled with 


compelled to faſt all Fridays throughout the year ; and 
it's not hunger that makes them complain, bur tender- 
neſs of Conſcience, becauſe they fear it's Popery. 

It's a Popiſh error, we ſay, to believe that Per 
nance, Or our penal works of Faſting, Almſdeeas, or 
corporal anſterities, can avail and help for the re- 
miſſion of our fins, and ſatisfying Gods Juſtice : No, 
we ſay, penal works ſerve for nothing, all is done 
by Repentance ; that's to ſay, by ſorrow of heart for 
having offended God. Thus is the Doctrine of Dane- 
us, Willet, Funius and Calvin , who ſays Francis, . 
Dominick, Bernard, Antony , and the reſt of Popiſh 
Monks and Fryars, are in Hell for their auſteritics and 
penal works . for all that, you may very well believe, 
and it's the Doctrine of the Reformation, that Pen= 
nance and penal works, do avail for the remiffion of 
our fin, and are very profitable to the ſoul ; for, our 
Common Prayer Book in the Commination azinſt fin- 
ners, ſays thus, In the Primivive Church, there wes 
« Godly Diſcipline, that at the bezinning of Lent, ſuch 
as were notorious ſinners, were fut iv open fpennance, 
and puniſh'd in this World, that their Souls may be ſaued 
in the day of the Lord, And our Common Prayer Book 


wiſhes, 
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wiſhes that this Diſcipline were reſtored again”; and 
urely it does not with that Popery were reſtored; 
therefore it's no Popery to ſay, that Pennance, or 
Penal works, do ſatisfy for our fins in this World, *|' 
and avail to fave us in the other. | 


I 


| Tſmael. ] know many of our Congraprion miſ=. 3x... 
like much our Common Prayer Book, for theſe Po- "|: - 
piſh Tenets ; but what do you ſay of the grand errors | 


of Popery, can a man be a true Child of the Refor-*47þ-* 
mation, and yet believe the Popes Supremacy 3 deny ths © BY 
Kings Supremacy z believe Tranſubſtan:iation and Communi> + * 

on mone kind; are theſe Tenets the DeCctrine of the op 
Reformation, or conſiſtent with its principles. > © |» 

Tfzic. The Kings Supremacy is undoubtedly the 

Doftrine of the Reformation, becauſe it's judged by | f 
the Church of England to be gf Scripture, yer not only. 4: 
the *Quahers, Prevhbyterians, Anabaptiſts , and other S i 

Congregations, judge it's not of Scripture, but as er- 1k 
roneous a Tenct as that of the Popes ſupremacy ; Cal- kl 


vin. 6. Amos, ſays, They were unadviſed people -and 
Blaſthemers, who raiſed King Henry te VIII fo far *: 
as to call him the head of th? Church ; bat alfothat no { :|. 
Civil Magiſtrate can be the head of any particulag ,' 
Church, is the Do&trine of the Centuriztors, cent. ſept, * 
Pag 11, of Cartwright , Firetue, Kennitius, and many 
others ; who doubts then bur that in- the principles . , - 
and Doctrine of the Reformation, you may deny *the 
Kings Supremacy, tho' the Church of England believes 
it. The Popes Supremacy is the Doctrine of Popery, 
who doubts it? bur it's alſo the Doctrine of the Refor- 
mation, for many of our Eminent Doors have judg- 
ed it to be the Doftrine of Scripture, as Whitgift (a) 
who cites Calvin, and Muſculus for this opinion; but 2, 
it's needful we relate ſome of their expreſs words, 1 49 
not deny, ſays Luther, (bd) but that the Biſhop of Rome, 

7 


_- 


a In Defenſ. 8&c. pag. 373. 70. & 395. b In Reſponſ.tre- 
aecem. Propeſ. 
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'\ #, has been, and ought to be the firſt of all ; 1 believe, 
be is above all other Biſhops , it's not lawful to deny bis 
Supremacy : Melan&ton c ſays no lels that the B. of 
Rome is above all the Church , that it % bis cffice to go- 
3] wern, to Fudge in controverſies , to watch over the Prieſts, 
"| to keep all Nations in conformity and unity of Doftrine : 
*\,**-Somaiſius, 4 The Poe of Rome has been without con- 
:.+1: © groverſie the firſt Metropolitan in Italy, and not only m 
41". Italy, nor only m the Welt, bur in all the World, the 6- 
of} - Sher Metropolitans bave been chief in their reſpefrve di- 
4 - "Rrids, but the Pope of Rome has been Metropolitan and 

primate, not only of ſome farticular Dioceſs, but of all. 
+}, Orotius e has expreſly the ſame Do&trine, and proves 

this ſupremacy belongs to the Pope de Fure Divine. I 
if er pray conſider if theſe DoCors be not'men of ſound judg- 
|. ment, and of eminent learning and credit in our Re- 
i? - formation, and if our DodGrine bs Scripture as ſuch 
© men underſtand it, confider, I ſay, with what Juſtice 
| _canthis Doctrine be called Popery more than Refor- 
+|- med Dottrine. 

- As for Tranſubftantiation, it contains two difficul- 
ties; firſt, if the Body of Chriſt be really in the Sacra- 
'\. ment; and this real preſence, the Lutherans defend 
'1/* tobethe Doctrine of Scripture, as well as the Papiſts ; 

why then ſhould it be called Popiſh, more than Re- 
formed Do&rme > The ſecond is, if the ſubſtance of 
Bread be in the Sacrament together with Chriſts Bo- 
ay: Lutherans ſay it is, Papiſts ſay it is not, but that 
there isa T ranſubſtantiation, or change of the whole 
ſubſtance of Bread, into the Body of Chrift ; but hear 
what Luther f ſays of this that we call Popiſh Do&trine > 
T1 give all perſons liberty to believe in this point, what 

þ they pleaſe, without hazard of their Salvation , either. 

that 

Cc In Epiſt. ad Card. Belay Epiſc. Parienſ. d In Traf. Eu- 
char. ad p. Sermondum. e In Annot. ſuper Novum Teftam. 
Eap. 10. Mattb. & fape alibi. t To. 1. Edit. Fonab. 1. de 
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that the Bread is in'the Sacrament of the Altar, or that 
rt-is not; would Luth:r have given this liberty if 
Tranſubſtantiation had not been the Doftrine ot the 
Reformation as well as any other ? Ca!cin g allo and 
Bea h affirm, that Luthers Doftrine of the coexi- 
Nence. of Chriſts Body and the Bread, is more abſurd 
than the Popiſh Doctrine of the exiſtence of the Body 
alone ; if therefore we be true Reformed, and fafe- 
Iy believe the Doctrine of Luther, which is the moſt 
abſurd ; much more will we be of the Reformation, 
by believing that of the Papiſts which is leſs. 
Communion in one kind, is the Doctrine of the 
Reformation, no leſs than Communion in both ; for 
beſides that Luther ſays, 4 They Sin not againſt Chriſt 
who uſe one kind only, ſeeing Chriſt has not command- 
ed to uſe both; and again, kh tho' it were an excellent 
thing 10 uſe beth kinds in the Sacrament ; and Chrift has 
commanded nothing in this as neceſſary , yet it were 
better ro follow feace and unity, than to conteſ abont 
the kizds , but alſo AMclanfbon; 1 who in the opinion 
of Luther ſurpaſſes all the Fathers of the Church, ex- 
preſly teaches the ſame Dodtrine : and the Church of 
England Statute 1. E {ward VI. commands, That the 
Sacrament be commonly adminiſter'd in both kinds, if 
weceſſity does not require otherwiſe ; mark, he ſays, but 
commonly, and that tor ſome neceſſity 1t may be re- 
ceived in one ; laftly, the ſufficiency of one kind 1n the 
Sacrament , is plainly ſet down by our Reformed 
Church of France, in her Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, prin- 
ted at Saumur, Chap. 12. art. 7. The Miniſter muſt give 
the Bread in the Supper to them, who cannot drink the Cut, 
provided it be not for contempt. And the reaſon is be- 
cauſe 
g Admonir. 2. a4 Weſtph. defenſ. 2. Oxthod. fit. h Lib. de 
Cana Domini. i Lib. de capt. Babyl. c. de Euchar. K Epift. 
ad Bahems in declarat. Euch. & in (erm. de Euch. | In 
Concil. Theol. a4 March. Ele. de uſu wrinſque ſpecie; 
pag. 141, 
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| cauſe there are many who cannot endure the taſte ot 
Wine; wherefore it often happens among them, thar 
ſome perſons, do take the Bread alone; and truly it 
ſome of our Miniſters in England , do not give better 
Wine than they are accuſtomed , who very 1Tevecent, | 
ly ſerve that Holy Table with naughty trath, it's much 
\ to be feared, that our flock will a!ſo petition to be diſ- 
penc'd with in the Cup; becauſe there are foe of ſo 
delicate Palats, that they cannot endurethe taſte of bad 
Wine. Now, you may admire the injuſtice of the 
Papiſts in Condemning our Reformed Doctrine and 
Do&tors as Hereticks,whereas thoſe Tenets are beliey- 
ed by many of us, as well as by them ; and the ground- 
leſs ſeverity of our Congregations in exclaiming againſt 
that Doctrine ; it being the Dottrine of the Reforma- | 
tion, whereas ſo many eminent men of our own, Judge 
it to be of Scripture. 
Iſmael. Whereas I ſee people perſecuted by the 

| Churchof England for theſe Tra » I can hardly be 

| perſwaded they are the Doctrine of the Reformation : 
4. - at our next meeting we will purſue this diſcourſe, the 

; Bell rings for Morning Prayers, A Dieu. 


—— 


Seventh Dialogue. 


4 AC. You come from Church, as I gueſs by 
the Common Prayer Book I ſee in your hand, I 
pee let row the arg of 1t, 1f it be 4 1a mode nou- 
| vez, which was made by the Church of England , 
, fince his Majeſties Reſtauration. Wy 


| Iſmael. Why > have EINE 
ocks you 2 4 you met any thing in it, which 


BG am Shock me? No Do&tine or praftice of any 
ngregation , Or man = tound Judgment of our 


Church 


' 
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Church can ſhock me ; you know, 1 plead for liber- 
ty to believe and practice as each one judges by Scri- 
ptureto be true and good. But I obſerve in your Kalen- 
der,you have a day conſecreated to S. Anne in the month 


| | of July ; I would gladly know , what Ann is this, 
| Which the Church of England honours fo much >? 


Iſmael. It's Ann , the Mother of the Virgin Mary. 
Tſavc. Is't poſſible > I thought it was Am Bolen 
the Mother of our Virgina Elizaberh : I am fure the 


7 Church of England, is more obiiged to Her, than to 
the other: bur as you have put here the Mother of the 


Virgin Mary, why did not you put inalſo Elizabeth 
miotaer of the great Baptiſt ; and the Angel Gabriel , 


it as wellas Michael? 


Tſmae!. 1 know not indeed. 
Tſagc. Nor do I know 3 if it be nor, becauſe that 


| Elizabeth and Gabrie! made the Popiſh Ave Maria, as 


Scripture relates ; but can you tell, as the Chumech of 
Theſant put in. your Kalender, S. George, S. andrew 

S. David, Patrons of England, Sexlaxd and 
Wales ; why did rot ſhe put in S. Patrick Patron of 
Ireland > 


Iſmael. I can't tell, what may be the reaſon, think 
you 2 
Tſaac. I] know not, if it be not thas he forfeited 
his place for his Purgatory ; for tho the others were as 
deep in Popery as he, (if we believe the Papiſts, |) 
but theParliament paſs'd an Act of Indemnity for Eng- 
lid, Scalland and Wales, after the Kings return to his 
Kingdoms ; and thereby the fin of Popery was forgiven 
to their Patrons, and no Att of Indemnity was paſt for 
Krelend, whereby Patrick is ſtill guilty; if it benot , 
that the Seven Champions of Chriſtendome tell us S. Pa- 
rich was S. George his Footman, and it was-not 
thought good manners, to put him in the ſame rank 
with his Maſter. | 
I/mael, For ſhame, if not for piety, forbear , I 
calts 


_ OCT TO EEEIETETIE ———_  _ = 


_— — 


— _— wu — 


(71) 
cannot endure to ſully Sacred things with profane Ral- 
leries ; the Kalender 15 a holy inſtitution of the Church, 
and ought to be reverenc'd. | 

Iſzac. And fo is Epiſcopacy , Surplices , Bells , Or- 
e115, and Corner Ca2s 3 yet I hope you will give Pres- 
brrerians , Anabaptiſts, Dutkers, &c. leave to lau 
at them : and be ſtill as good Children' of the Retfor- 
mation as you,if you eſteem them to be Sacred and Holy, 
revereace and honour them, I commend you for 1t, if 
others julge otherwike ler them follow their humour ; 
ears ore as be fancies, favs the Fellow kiſim b's com 
this 1 the Holy Liberty of the Retormation, 5c: 1pruce 
a5 each 922 nnderitan;s 17. 

It a:-7, Let us retura co our la't diſcourſe; haw 1s 
it pothble, that thoſe Teacrs of Popzry, thould be the 
D>S&trine of the Reforimtion , whereas we ſee the 
Church of England fo ſeverely perſecute the Profeffors 
of them ? 

Iſzzs. Do you think a Do&rine is not of the Re- 
formation, becauſe it's denyed by the Church of Eng- 
land > or becauſe the perſecutes the Profeitors of it 7 do 
not they perſecute ali non Conformiſts, as well as Pe» 
pery ? perſecution is no proof of a Dottrine to be bag ; 
1:'s but the effeR oc a blind zeal armed with power : for 
to know certataly 1t a Doctrine be of the Reformati- 
on, you mulft try it by our teſt of Rule of Faith, which 
1s the written Word of God , and whatever any mag 
of ſound Judgment , of a ſincere and humble heare 
Judges ro bz contained in. Scripture , or an indubiable 
conlequence out 0; it; that man, may believe that 
Doctrine, let al! others Judge of it as they hit, and by 
lo believing will be a true Child of the "fr als ; 
wheretore fince that the Church of France, that of 
Enzlend in Edward the VI. time , Luther , Melan#hon 
Grotivs, and the other Authors I quoted , do Judg? 
Tr antubſtantiation, Popes Supremacy , and Com=- 
mu:40n 1a one kind to be the Doctrine of Scripturee - 


Y we 
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we muſt call it the Doctrine of the Reformation ; and 
1! you jndge as they did, you may believe the Dottrine 
and be {111} of the Reformarion, as well as they. 

Ima, Can yeu ſhew me any other T cnet of Po- 
pery , which you can call the Doftrine of the Refor- 
mation. 

T{azc. Alas ! you can hardly thew me any Tenet of 
Popery , but whetis it's Doftrine ; what Dottrine 
more Poziſh than that of Confefion and Abſolution 
trom fins? yet it'sas truly theoCtcine of the Reforma- 
twn, as Figurative Preſence: for not only (4) Lobe. 
chims, b Altamerus, C Sacerizs and d Melanfhon 
fays, it's 4 Sacrament : but the Church of Eneland in 
our Common Frayer Book, declares that Prieſts have 
not only the power of declaring their fias to be forgi- 
vento the Penitents, but aifo the power of forgiving 
them : and ſets down the form of Abſolution , which 
the Miniſter is to uſe, Our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who left 

power to the Church to abſolue all ſinmers which truly re- 
pent , of bis mercy forg ive thee and thine offences ; and 
T by bs Authority committed unto me , do Abſolve thee 
from all thy ſins: The Miniſter of the Dioceſs of Lin- 
coln in their Survey of the Book of Common Prayers , 
checkt this Do&trine as Popery, and petitioned to have 
1t blotted out ; but could not prevail ; whereby weare 
given to underſtand, it's the Doctrine of the Reiorma- 


' tyon. 


It's Popery , weſay, to call Extream Unction, 
Confirmation, and Holy Order of Prieft-hood, Sa- 
craments : and who can juſtly deny all this to be the 
Do&trine of the Reformation? for Catuine ſays, ! 


, Conſeſs , th? Diſciple s of Chriſt did uſe Extream union 
| 6&5 4 Sacrament; I am not , ſays he , of the opinion of 


theſe,. 
a In Diſput. Theol. pag. 301. b In Cenciliat. loc. Scriþ 
Loce. 191 c.In locis Commer. To 1. de Poteſt. Eccl. d In 
Apol. _ Aug. art. 13. @ lib. pag. 234 © It 
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theſe, who judge it was only a Medicime for al di- | 
| (eaſes: Calvin t alſo, and with him our | 
Prayer Book and all our Divines ſay, a Sacrament is | | 
nothing elſe, but a Viſible ſign of the inviſible Grace 1} 
we receive by it ; and they lay with g Pouel, þ Ho. 
| ker and others, that this definition fits exactly Confir- il 
- | . mation, wherefore the Miniſters of the Dioceſs of 
' Lincolne, checkt the Common Prayer Book , for g@ }} 
ving the Difinition of a Sacrament to Confirmatzon. | 
i M-lenfthon . k Bilſom, 1 Hooker and m Calvin ex- 
preſly teach , that the Order of Prieſthood , is a Sa- | 
crament. And when men of ſo ——_— of 
our Reformation teach this ts be the ine of | 
Scripture, who doubts bur that it is of the Refor- | 
| mation. | 
Timael. By this, you deftroy the Doctrine of the |} 
Reformation, of two Sacraments only. 
Iſaac. Deſtroy it > God forbid : Becauſe the Church 
of Eneland fays, there are but two Sacraments, I 
bl 
: 
| 


| fayit's the Dodctrine ofthe Reformation, there are but 
. _ two, and becauſe ſo many eminent Men judge by 
Scripture there are more, 1 ſay it's the Do&trine of the | 
; Reformation there are more, that's to ſay fix , Bap- 
| tiſm, Conhrmation, Euchariſt, Pennance, Extream | 
Unction and Holy Order : and very likely our Biſhops | 
and Miniſters, for their Wives ſake, will not ſtick to 
grant that Matrimony alſo is a Sacrament. | | 
Iſmact. Burt can you lay , that Prayersto Saints and 
Images, Prayers for the dead, and Purgatory, are 
not meer Popery, and in no wiſe the Doftrine of the 
Reformation 2? 
| I/zac. Without doubt, thoſe Tenets are Popery 
| but all the World knows, the Lutherans uſe Images in 
\ = H 3 their 
| Lib. 4. Inſt. c. 14.ſt.5. g In modeſt. Examin. þ In 
| Eccl. Polit. l. 5. fect. 66, i In lecis Commun. tit. de Nume- 
16. Sacram. K In perfet. Regim. paz. 109. 1 Iz EcCl. 
Felir. lib.5. ſe. 77. m Lib. 4. Injt. c. 29. 
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their Churches and pray before them ; and the Holy 
Synod of Charezten has declared, as he was ſaid in our 
firſt Dialogue, that the Lutherans have nothing of Su- 
perſtition or Idolatry in their manner of Divine Wor- 
ſhip; this 1s alſo the Dottrine n of Facobus, Andreas, 
o Brachmanus, p Kemnitius, Luther and Brentius 
ted by B34, q and why ſhould not a Doftrine 
udged by ſuch eminent Men to be of Scripture , be 
called the DoCtrine of theReformation > Prayers for 
the dead and Purgatory, is Popery contefſedly ; but 
alas ! it 15 taught expreſly by #rbans, Regius r Pu- 
cer, | Zuinglinus, t Melanfthon , u Luther, x the 
Common Prayer Book in King Edwards time 
printd 1549. And many others of our learned Do&@- 
ors, and what can you call more properly the Do&- 
rine of the Reformation, than what ſach Men teach 
to be the Doctrine of Scripture: And tho our Brethren, 
Duthers, Anabaptiſts, Presbyterians and Proteftants, 
udge Prayers to Angels and Saints to be nothing elſe 

t Popery: yet onr Common Prayer Book has the 
ſame Collect or Prayer to Angels in S. Michael's day, 
that the Popiſh Maſs Book has, and defires that the An- 
gels may ſuccour and defend us on earth; and Prayers to, 
and interceſhon of Saints 1s taught by Luther, y Bil- 
neus and Latimer quoted by Fox, $4 and conſequently 
ir's the Doctrine of the Reformation. 

Iſmael. If all theſe Popiſh Articles may be ſafely 
believed by the Reformation, and be the Dottrine of 
our Reformed Church, as well as of Popery ; what 
diff-rence then betwixt vs and Popery ; or why are we 
called a Reformation of Popery, or why did we fepa- 
ate from them 2 T{aac. 
n Eyre. Colleq.Montisbel. o InCentur.E xercit. Theol. p49.270. 
p Exaap.rr 4. q In reſporf xd affa Colleq.Montisbe!. gat. fare 
2.in Prefs. r Into s Commun.c. 18. 19.1 Inſcrip. Angl. 
fag. 450. t To. 1. in Eutian. Art.g0,77 Art.6o0.u In Apolog. 
C onjeſ. Ang. xTo 1. Wittem. in refol. de Inul. concl. 15. Y 
E ::;! £.1SPAlas, 2 AGi's and 2fon. a7. 462.7 312+ 
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Tſacc. I have told you already, that our difference 
from Popery, is not, becauſe we muſt deny what 
they believe, for we believe as well as they the Unity 
and Trinity of God, the Incarnation of his Son, &#c. 
but in this, that.the Papiſts believe becauſe the Pope 
and Church ſays, this is true, revealed Do@trine, bur 
we believe not becanſe any Church, Pope, or Doctor 
ſays ſo, but becauſe we our ſelves judge by Scripture 
itisſo; for ifa Papiſt did ſay, I do not believe this is a 
revealed Truth, becauſe the Pope and Church ſays it is, 
but becauſe I find by Scriptare it is ; he would be no Pa- 
piſt ; believe then whatever Doctrine you will, either 
Popery , Fudaiſm , Proteſtancy , Ariani(ſm » or what 
elſe you pleaſe, provided you judge by Scripture it is 
true, and that you believe it, not becaufe this or that 
Church, Congregation, or Doctors believe it, bur 
becauſe your feif judges it be true, you'll be a true 
Child of the Reformation: And this 15 the reaſon 
why we are called a Reformation, and why we ſepa- 
rated from them, becauſe they would have us take for 
our Rule of Faith Scripture as interpreted by them.and 
believe not what we judge to be the Dodtrine of 
Scripture, but what they judge ; and this 1s alſo the 
Reaſon why Presbyterians are jealous with the Church 
of England; why Anabantifts forſake Prefbytzrians ;, 
why theſe are forſakea by Quzckers, becauſe cach one 
would havethe World judge as they do, and perſe- 
cute and trouble one another, which ts quite again 
the Spirit 0f® the Reformation, for whereas our Rule 
of Faith is no Church, Congregation, or man, bat 
Scripture as each one underſtands it ; it follows that by 
our principles, every one muſt be permitted to believe 
whatever he pleaſes, and by ſo doing, he will be a 
true Chil of the Reformation. 

Iſmael. The Chureh of Enzeland nor any of our 


Ongregations, will never bclieve any of thoſe Popiſh 
Tenets. 


Tſaze 
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Iſaac. The time may come that they may belieye 
them all, and be till as good Reformers as now they 
are 2 For if the Pope and his Church thould to mor- 
row deny and excomimunicate thoſe I enets, which now 
they ſo ſtedfaſtly believe, ( and I hope they will ſome 
day, ) then it would be a pious and virtneus action in 
all Reformed Children, to believe them all, as much 
as now they deny them : And let us pretend what 0- 
ther reaſons we pleafe, but it's very certatn that the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon we can have to deny thoſe Articles, is 
becauſe the Pope and his Church believes them, and 
conſeguent]y, "2 the Popiſh Church would bur deny 
them, we might and ought to believe them, you will 
think this a Paradox ; but liſten to our Apoſtolical and 
Divine Luther : (a) If a general Council , ſays 
he, did permit Priefts to marry, it woul4 be a ſingular 
mark of Piery, and ſign of Godlineſs, in that caſe to take 
Concubines , rather thm to marry in conformity to the 
Decree of whe Council, T would in that caſe command 
Priefts not to marry under pain of damnation. And a- 
gain he ſays; b If the Council fhould Decree Commu- 


x/0n in both kinds ; in contempt of th? Council, T would 


take one only kind or none. Yee theſe words of Luther, 
quoted by our learned Hoſpinian, c and Fewel, d and 
{ce it's not only my DoCtrine but of great Luther, that 
in caſe the Pope and Council deny all the Tenets they 
now believe; we may, and it will be a pious, godly 
action to believe them, and make as many A&is of Par- 
liament for them, as now we have againſt them. But 
what's the matter 2 Methinks you become pale , ſome- 
thing troubles you, ſpeak, what is't 2 
Iſmael. It's the horror I conceive againſt your diſ- 
courle, my countenance cannot be in a calm, when 
my mind 1s in ſuch a ſtorm and confuſion : purſue no 
more, 
a To. 2. Germ. fol. 214, b De formuls Miſſa © To 3+ 
Germ. C In Hiſtor. Sacram. far. 2. fol. 13. d in replics 
#6, Harding un. 
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more, you ſaid enough that I ſhould curſe the day 
| have ever ſen you, or heard that which you call 
Holy Liberty, which is but a proſtitution of Conſciences, 
a profanation of all that is ſacred, and an open gap to 
all impiety in Do&rine and Manners : But I hope the 
Lord has given me that profound reſpect and artach to 


"| * our Holy Reformation, that I ſha!l not be beaten from 


it by all your engines, able tc inſpire a contempt and 
hatred of it to any weak Brother, for who would 
live a moment in 1t, if ſuch impious Tenets, ſuch 
ſcandalous and blaſpkemous Doftrines were of it, or 
were unavoidable ſequels our .of its principles: No, 
no, the principles of the Reformed Church are found 
and Orthodox, and no Do&trine can follow from them, 
but what's pare and true. 

Iſzac. Let me tell you, I have as tender a love for 
the Retormation as you: And I will maintain the 
Holy Liberty I afſert, cannot juſtly be called a proſti- 
tution of Conſcieaces; for, you dare not deny but 
this is an Orthodox and ſound principle, that our Rule 
of Faith is Scripture as each perſon of found Judgment 
underſtands it ; that it is lawful for each perſon of 
ſound Judgment to read it, to give his Judgment of 
the true ſenſe of it, and to believe and hold that fenſe 
of 1t, which he thinks in his Conſcience to be true ; 1s 
there any proſtitution of Conſciences in this Doctrine 2 
Or is it not the DoGtrine of our Reformation > 

Iſmael. All this is true, the proſtitution of Conſct- 
ences lyes not there, but in the ſcandalous and blaſphe- 
mous [ enets, which you pretend that follow out of 
that Rule of Faith. 

Iſaac. But you wrong the Reformation in calling 
{uch T enets blaſphemies and ſcandals : For fince our 

ule of Faith is Scripture aseach perſon of ſound Judg- 
ment underſtands it ; if this Rule of Fairh be good and 
ſound, if it be Religious and Holy, any Doctrine that 
15 conformable to this Rule, muſt be good , ſound, 


reli- 
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religious and holy ; this being our Rule of Faith and 
Manners, it's clearer than day |:zht, that all and each 
Fener which I rehearſed in all my former difcourſes, 
are conformable to our Rule of Faith ; for our Rule 
IS Scripture as each Man of ſound Fudzmen: unierſtands 
7t. Our Dodtrine therefore muſt be, what ary Per. 
jm of found Fudlement underſtands to be the Doftrine of 
Scripture. © T his 1s anevident ſequel our of that Prin- 
op, aad whereas there is not one Tenet of all thoſe 
which I rehearled , whether they concern Do&trine or 
Manners ; but was Judged by the Doors, which I 
cited forit , to be the DoZtrine of Scripture ; it fol- 
lows unavoidably , that there is not one Tenet of them 
but is the Dottrine of the Reformation : Therefore 
you muſt be forced to either of theſe two; either to fay 
« that our Rule of Faith, by which fach Dotrines are 
warranted, is naught, wicked and ſcandzlous, and 
leads to a proſtitution of Conſciences and Manners; or 


that all thoſe Tenets, are good, ſound, pious, and. 


no profticition or corruption of our Conſciences : For, 
pick and chooſe out the Doctrine whicn you think to be 
the moſt wicked and ſcandalous of all thoie I retearted; 
you cannotdeny, but that it was taught by the Author 
I quored for it and ſudzed by him, to be the Doctrine 
of Scripture. And if no [Doctor hitherto had believed 
it, you or I, or fome o:her Perſon of ſound Judgment, 
may Judge it to be the Dectrine of Scripture ; 
Either of boeh, then you mult be conftrained to grant. 
Or that the Do&trine of thz Reformation, is nor what 
each Perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands to be the 
Dottrine and ſexfe of Scripture, which is as much as 
to fay, that our Rule of Faich mult not be Scripture 
as we underſtand it, but that we muſt believe againſt 
our own Judgment and Conſcience , what others 1ay 
is the DoCtrine and ſenſe of Scripture: Or you mult 
grant that all and each of thoſe Teners | rehearſed, 35 


the Doctrine of the Reformation, tho you, or ws 
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ar that Man may Judge them to be blafphemies and 
ſcandals, 
Iſmael. I confeſs our Rule of Faith in the Retor- 
mation is Scripture as each Perion underſtands u ; for - 
all our reformed Churches, with the Church of Eng- 


-/x land, in her 39 Articles do give us this Rule of Faith. ' 


| coafe(s conſequently out of this Principle , that we : 
muſt not believe what Doctrine or ſenſe of Scrzpture 

others Judge to be true and Orthodox , we do not! 
our (clves it to be ſuch, for we mult not be for-. 
ced to believe againſt our Judgments : Laſtly I contels! 
we may ſafely believe , whatſoever Doctrine we 16-/ 
riouſly Judge to bethe DoEtripe of Scripture, but pro» 


vided, that Such a Tenet or Doctrine be not plainly 


againſt Scripture, and be not plain and downright 1m- 
piety and blaſphemy. | 

Iſaac. And in caſe you , or the Church of England, 
Rome, France, or Germany, Judges a Doctrine to 


be blaſphemous and againſt Scripture, and Lwher, 


. Or Calvin, or I, or another, Judges it is good Doct- 


rine and conformable to Scripture, . to which Judg- 
ment muſt I ſtand > Muſt I believe yours againft my 
Conſcience and Knowledge > Or muſt not I believe 
my own? Is it not the Principle and practice of our 
Reformation, that I muſt believe what I judge in my 
e@nicience to be Scripture, and not what others j 

if they judge the contrary > When Lather began t 


Reformation, did not almoſt all Chriſtians and the. 


whole Church believe Purgatory and Prayers to Saints 
to be the Doctrine of Scrlpemee' 3 And did not he very 
commendibly deny it againſt them all, becauſe he 
udged by Scripture it was not? Will a Presbyterian 
- lieve Epiſcopacy, hecauſe the Church of England 
ays 1t's the Dodtrine of Scripture > No, but deny it 
Ee HE Judges 1t is not. 

maet, It's true, each one may lawfully believe 
what himſelf Judges to be the Do&trine of Scripture, 


pro- 
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provided he be a Godly well intentioned Vian, humble 
and meek in ſpirit ; provided ſecondly, that what he 
underſtands to be the ſenſe and Doctrine of Scriptare, 
be not abſurd and impious in the Judgement of all the 
reſt of the Faithful : For let a man be ever o learn- 
ed and Godly; if he po an Interpretation of Scrip- 


ture which is denied by all the Church, he muſt not 
be followed. 


Tſaac. Your firſt Proviſo is very good, and I hope 


ou will! meet no Doctor of all thoſe I quoted for thoſe 

enets, which you call Blaſphemies, who was nota 
learned, godly, humble, and well intentioned Man, 
who wilt be ſo bold as to deny it of Luther, Calvin, 
oY » Zuingffus, &c.? Your ſecond Proviſo is not 
Juſt, and in it you overthrow the whole Reformation, 
and our Rule of Faith ; for this being as you granted, 


- ws as each perſon of found Judgments under- 
tands 


found 
may ſa 


lr coor uaderſtands to be of Scripture, he 
ely aud piouſly believe it, tho' all the reſt of the 


World ſhould judge it to be impious and blaiphemous, 


otherwiſe our Rule of Faith, muſt not be Scripture as 
we underſtand tt, but as it is vnderſtoed by others : 
And whereas no Tenet of all thoſe I rehearſed, but 
was judged to be the ſenſe and Dottrine of Scripture, 
by ſome of thoſe eminent Doftors I quoted, it follows 
they might have ſafely believed them ; and if you or I 
Judge as they did, we may alſo believe as they did, 
and be ſtill of the Reformation. 

Iſmael. It's wicked and pernicious to ſay any par- 
ticular perſon may believe his own private ſenſe and 1n- 
rerpretation of Scripture, if it be Judged by all others 
to be naught ; and therefore the Church of England 
prucently an4 wiſely, puts a ſtop and bridle to the ex- 
travagant and rambling imaginations of particular per- 
ſons; they muſt conform themſelves, and believe bnt 
waat the Church Judges may be ſafely beyeved, 

Tizac, 


' 


it ; whatever Interpretation or ſenſe any man of 


-Y 


1* the Church theneſtabliſht? If it wast 


( 81 ) 


- Pray Sir , fince when is it commendable te 
otflin Mens Judgements to believe , not what cach 
one thinks beſt ; but what the Church thinks may be 
fafely believed? Was this commendable in the be- 
_ of our ago yt 5 when hs bleſſed _ 

an to teach their private Judgments aga 

or odirn, chenthe Churchof 
Rome is to be commended , fer periccuting and ex- 
communicating our firft Reformers ; and 1f this was 
not, nor is it not commendable in the Church of Rome 
why is it commendable in the Church of England? 
This is a piece of Popery, whereof the Church of Eng- 
land is Guilty , and for which all our Congregations 
are jealous of her: Be it known to you , our other 
Congregations, Lutherans , Caluinifts » Anabaptifts , 
&c. are as truly and Godly Children of the Retorma- 
tion as the Church of England ; and they will not fub- 
mit to that Popiſh Tyranny , nor ſuffer any curb ta 
their Judgments, but will have our Rule of Faith ta 
be bur Scripture , and each one tounderſtand, and be- 
heve it, as he thinks beſt in the Lord. 

Iſmael. 1 confeſs, other Congregations will admit 
no ſuch curb, nor bri4leto their Judgments, but fol- 
low Scriptureas they underſtand it ; but the Church of 
England has a reverent regard for the ſeaſe and Inter- 
pretation of it given by Primitive ages , Fathers and 
Councils, and that we prefer before the private Inter- 
pretations of particular Perſons: 

Tſaac. And juſt fo faith the Popiſh Church to Lu- 
ther and our firſt bleſſed Reformers, and if that had been 
well done; we ſhould have had, neither Proteftancy 
nor any other Reformation: But you confeſs at 
leaſt, that the Rule of Faith in all other Congrega- 
uons, 1s but Scripture as each Perſon underſtands it , 
__ each Perſon may conſequently believe his own 

nle of it, and deny the ſenſe of any other if he does 


not likeit: Then you my confeſs, that inall other 
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Congregations, except the Church of England, an 

Reformed Child may believe any ſenſe a Dodirias 
which any Perſon of ſound Judgment Judges to be 
Scripture, if -himſelf likes it, tho all the reſt of the 
World may think it naught ; and whereas you cannot 
deny, but that all and each Door quoted by me for 


thoſe Tenets, which you call Blaſphemies , were -| - 


found and able Judgments ; you muſt confeſs, that it 
a neceflary ſequel out of their Rule of Faith, that ' 
12 all other Co 10ns they may piouſly and ſafe- 

Ip believe all thoſe Tenets, and be {lll true Childrea 
of the Reformation. 

Iſmael. | confeſs if they ſpeak coherently and ſtand 
to their Principles, they may believe them ſafely ; but 
as I hate thoſe Blaſphemous Tenets , I abhor aud de- 
teſt alſo that Principle and Rule of Fairh of other 
Co from which ſuch Tenets are unavoid- | 
able Is. | 
; Tſage. Good Iſmael, you forget what you have | 
bitherto all along avowed , and you are quite aſtray 
from the Doctrine of the Reformation 2 You have . 
often granted me , that our Rule of Frith is Scrip- | 
ture, not as this or that Congregation, Dodtor, | 
or Church, but as each'Perſon of ſound Judgmear 
underſtands it ; and now you tell me you hate and 
deteſt that Rule , becauſe that out of 1t, there fol- 
low ftraage and blaſphemous Tenets> You fay, 
the ſenſe and Interpretation of the primitive ages , 
Church and Fathers muſt be preferred before the In- 
cerpretation of any private Perſon or Congregation ; 
and what think you of our whole Reformation , 
and particularly of our 39. Articles of the Church of 
England, which allow no other Rule of Faith , but 
Scripture 4s each Perſon of ſound Fudgment under- 
fiands it> What fay you of Luther, Calvin, Ee74, 
2:4 the reſt of our tirſt Reformers, who preferred 


ti.cir own private ſenſe and Interpretation of SCrip- 
cure, 


(83) 

ture, before that of the whole Church > What fay 
you to the Presbyterians, who prefer their own 
ſenſe and Interpretation of the Bible , before that 
of the Church ot England > What ſay you of all 
the Congregations of the Reformed Church , each 
one of which, holds it's ſenſe and Doftrine of Scrip- 
ture, different from all the reſt > I grant, there 
ought to be a reſpect for the Judgment and In- 
terpretation of the Text , given by the Primitive 
Church and Fathers; but ifa Door, or Man 
of ſound Judgment , repleniſht with Gods Spirit , 
reads Scripture with an humble Heart, and pure 
Intention, an4 Judges by it, that Bygamy 1s law- 
ful ; that there is no Myſtery of three Perſons in 
one Divine Nature; that Chriſt defpaired on the 
Croſs, &c. Tho theſe Do&trines be quite againſt 
the Judgment of Fathers, Church, and Councils, 
he may believe them, and be ſtz1l a true Reformed 
Child, becauſe he follows our Rule of Faith ; and 
1: he muſt deny theſe Articles, becauſe others decry 
them ; then he mult go againſt his own Judgment and 
Conſcience, for to contorm himſelf ro them, and 
his Rule of Faith muſt not be Scripture as each Man 
of ſound Judgment underſtands it; but as the primi- 
tive Ages, Church, and Councils underſtands it; 
and this is Popery. 

T:1z;el. Prethee Friend Tſagc, let's give over : 
All that your diſcourſe drives at , by what I can 
perceive, 1s either to beat me from the Reforma- 
tron, by ſhewing me the abſurdity of its Rule of 
Faith; or oblize me to believe ſcandalous and 
blaſphemous Tenets, a neceſſary ſequels ous of that 

ule: I am a Child of the Reformation , and 
never will be otherwiſe. 

Tfaac, The Lord, who is the Searcher of Hearts 

nows, you miſconſter my intentions: How can 
Yeu fay I intend to beat you from the Reforma- 
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tion; do not I inſiſt and perſwade you to flick 
faſt to its Rule of Faith, and acknowledge no 
other but Scripture, as you urde:ftand it > How 
can you ſay, I oblige you to believe falſe and 
ſcandalous Tenets > o the contrary, I adviſe 
you not to believe them , if you judge by Scrip- 


ture they are falſe and ſcandalous: What my dif- * 


courſe drives at it, that you ſhould not cenlure , 
blame, or call any Dodtrine blaſphemous , fcan- 
dalous, faiſe, er Heretical, (Popery excepted , ) 
for, tho you Judg by Scripture it is not true; 
another will Judge it to be the true ſenſe and 
Doctrine of the Text; and if he does, he may 
with a ſafe Conſcjence believe it, and ought not 
to be blamed by you or any other for believing 
it; if you do not like that Do&rine, do not be- 
heve it 3 but ler the other believe as he Judges 
by Scripture he may, and let every tub ſtand on 1ts 
own bottom. 

Iſmael. Once more I beſeech you give over ; 
F will not diſcourſe any more with you. 

Tſaac. Nay Dear Iſmae! , I ſee you are troubled , 
and I will not leave you in that perplexity : Be 
pleaſed to liſten to three points I will propeſe un- 
toyou, and you'll not miſs to find. ſatisfaftion in 
either of them. 

Iſmael. Let's hear them. 

Tſauc. Will you believe Scripture, as it is Inter- 


I 


preted, and in that ſenſe which the Church, Councils, | 


and Fathers propound unto you ? 

Iſmael. 1 will not be obliged to that , for I may 
Judge by Scripture that ſenſe and Interpretation of it , 
to be falſe anderroneous, and I will nor be obliged 
to believe any thing againſt my Judgment and Con- 
{ctence ; that 1s Popery. 

Iſaac: That's well, in ſo much you follow the 
footſteps of Luther, Catlin, and our firſt Revor- 
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ſpeak reverently of 
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mers, who would not believe what the Church be- 
lieved in their time, nor regarded not what the Pa- 
piſts alledged out of the Councils and Fathers againſt 
them, becauſe they held themſelves obliged to believe 
Scripture as they underſtood it, and not as it was ut 
derſtood by others : Will you then believe Scrip- 
ture in that ſenſe and interpretation whuch your ſelf 
judges to be true, tho' the Church, Councils, 
and a!l other Congregations judge it to be falſe 
and erroneous, and give the like liberty to all o- 
thers > 

Iſmael. That's dangerous ; for it would follow 
that any man might believe without check or blame, 
the greateſt blaſphemies imaginable, if he Judges them 
to be the ſenſe of the I ext. 

Tſazc. Why then, fince that the firſt does not pleaſe 
you, for fear of conſtraining your Judgment Papiſt- 
like ; and the ſecond difpleaſes you, for the ſcope it 
gives for to believe any thing, or nothing ; your beſt 
way will be to lay Scripture aſide, whereas Chriſt has 
forgot, or neglefted to appoint us ſome afſured means 
_ to know what ſenſe of it he would have us be- 
ieve. 


Iſmzel. And what Religion ſhall I profeſs if I lay 

Scripture aſide 2 
Tſaac. The fame which now you have by Scripture ; 
that's to fay, whatever you Judge to be the true Wor- 
hip of God: Be ſure to profeſs a reverence for Scrip- 
ture, and teem to beheve it's the Word of God, leaſt 
you may fcandalize weak Brethren; pretend always 
that your ſentiments are grounded upon the Text, but 
berwixt you and God, believe whatever you think to 
be true, worſhip God as you Judge he is tobe wor= 
thip'd.and thar's the way to live in peace : Do you think 
bur that thoſe Noble Spirits which they call the Wits 
of England, have a good Religion? In publick they 
the Bible, but we know what they 


3 have, 
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Yi! . have, and do declare in their private diſcourſes, that 


is but a Komance,or meer fiction : Do you think but that 
there was a Religion in England before it ſaw Gregory's 
E miſſaries, Auſtin and his Menks > What need there- 
fore of a Bible for to have Religion > Were not the 
Swinfeldians a religeous Congregation, and of the Re- 
formation too, yet they cared not for Scripture, but 
grounded their belief upon Ciods inſpiration and in- 
ward ſpeech to the heart. ? 

' Iſmael. If 1 were not well acquainted with you , 
and had not very convincing proofs, and fignal 
teſtimonies of your piety, ſolid Religiofity, and Chri- 
ſRianity, I would Judge you by this laſt piece of your 
diſcourſe, to be an impious 4theift or Pagan: and I 
wonder that ſo good a Chriſtian, as I know you to be, 
ſhould ſpezk ſo irreyerently of the Bible, and fo much 
in commendation of Paganiſm as you do: There was 
indeed a Re'igion in England before they knew what 
Scripture was ; but that Religion was Paganiſm , 
which Auſtin and his Companions happily baniſhe 
from our Land. 

T{zac. Happily > do you call an exchange of Paga- 
niſm for Popery (introduced by Auſtin) a Happineſs ? 
is it not generally believed in our Reformation , 
and moſt {trongly proved of late, by that incompa- 
rable Wit and Pen-man, Doctor Stilling fleet, that 
Popery has as much of Idolatry as Paganiſm : our 
Land therefore had in Paganiſm as good a Religion, 
as it received by Auftin in Popery: Does not this our 
noble Champion, and moſt of the Scribes of the 
Church of England teach, that Popery is a ſaving Re- 
t:gion , that we may be ſaved in the Church of Kome ? 
it Popery { not withſtanding it be Idolatry, as they ſay) 
b* a ſaving Religion, how can they deny but that Pa- 
ganiſm 1s alſo a aa Religion > whar need had'our 
Foretathers therefore to abandon Paganiſm 2 why was 
:t not Jeft 1n the land ? 


Iſmael: 
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Iſmael, Whatever may be ſaid of Popery, it can- 
not be denyed, bur that Chriſtianity 18" better than Pa- 
eaniſm : the expulſion therefore of Paganiſni by Auſtin- 
was a Happineſs, becauſe by it Chriftianzty was intro- 
duced, and eſtabliſht in our Kingdom. 

Iſaac. Alas Iſmael ! if England had been as well 


informed of the merit of Paganiſm, when firſt Chriſti | 


anity was preached, it had never exchanged the one for 
the other. : : » 

Iſþnaet. What , not Paganiſm, which adored a 
Multitude of Gods, for Chriſtianity which adores but 
one 2 Not Paganiſm, which adored Fupiter . Saturn , 
Penus, 8c. who were Devils and Evil Spirits ; or 
wicked Men, who cauſed themſelves to be adored, for 
Chriftianizy, which adores the only true, immortal and 
eternal Deity ? | 

Tſaac. You ſpeak with the Vulgar fort, and be- 
lieve as yon have been inftrufted by your Anceſtors : I 
confeſs, the Apoſtles, and Ancient Doctors of Chri- 
ſtianity do teach.that theGods of the Gentiles wereDe- 
vils or Evil Spirits; I confeſsalſo , all the Chriſtian, 


World fince the firſt preaching of the Gioſpel, -was- 


ſo perſwrded , groundec upon Scripture; which in 
ſeveral places ſays, the Gods of the Ger74hes were Devils, 
gromnbes upon the Dottrine of the Apoſtles, and their 
ucceſfors the Fathers of the Church, and the World 
being perſwaded by the Apoſtles, by the Doctors, Fa- 
thers, and Preachers of Chriſtianity , that the Gods 
which the Pagans adored were but Devils which by 
forceries, and marvelous works deceived mankind , 
and made themſelves to be adored as Gods, all men 
were aſhamed to adore but Devils, forſook Paganiſm 
and embraced Chriſtianity. And all was but a meer 
olicy of Pepery, to caſt ſo much dirt and calumn 
upon Paganiſm , and make it Gods bur Devils for to 
nroduce and eſtabliſh Chriſtianity ; Dottor S:illimz- 
fleet in his Charge of _—_— 4gainſt the Church of Rome, 
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, Pag. 40. and 4r: fays plainly, thet the Pagens are 
Charged with more than they were guilty op; pag. 7. lays 


that Fupiter adored by the Pagans; was ſo of from 
being en Arch-devil, in the opinion of $. Paul, that 
he was the true God , Bleſſed for ever more : that the 
Pagans adored but one ſupream and Omnipotent G 
which they called Fupiter , and which they did believe 
to be nejther' a Dev;1l, nor a Man, but a true, and 
the firſt and chiefeſt of the Gods ; and that the reſt of 
the Gods, which they adored, they looke1 upon them 
as upon Inferjour Deitzes , and gave them no other ado- 
ration, but ſuch as the Papiits give t5 their 
Saints. 

If therefore the Pagans adored the true God under 
the name of Fupiter, and the other Go*s but as inferior 
Deities, as the Papiſts do their Saints : was it not 
gnjuſtly done by the Ancient Fathers and { cachers of 


or qaangid to have impoied upon the World, and 


de us belteve the Pagans adored but Devils and 


Evil Spirits > Have not the Pagans Right and Juſtice 
;"—6n. their fide, for to plead before our Wiſe and 


Religions Parl:ament, that Paganiſm may be reſto- 


. red, or at leaſt tolcrated ,, and Fupiter, with the reſt 


of the Gods, may be adored, as fermerly they 
were; firſt becauſe F<ganiſm is no more Idolatry than 
Popery, as Doctor Stilling fleet, Maſter Burnet, and 
other Reformed writers prove convincingly ; ſecond- 
ly, becauſe that Paganiſm having been baniſh'd out 
of our Land upon the falſe Information of our firſt 
Teachers, that it was an Adoration of Devils ,- or 
Evil Spirits, and wicked debaucht men , who by 
cornterferted Wonders,- and Cheats, gained the peo- 
ples Adoration ; fince that Dottor S11lline fleet, Mr. 
Burnet , and other Reſormed Writers will make it 
cit , that the Pagins ador:d no Devils, but One, 
rue Omripeten! ' [vprerne Gol R bleſſed for evermore, 
which they callled Fupiter, and the reſt of the Gods as 
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inferior Deities, as Papiſts do their Saints, and will 

preve that the Pagans wee charged by the firſt D. 

Doctors of Chriſtianity, and by all onr Anceſtors, with þ 

| more than they were guilty of; why ſhould not Pa- | 

ganiſm be reſtored again to the Land, and heard ro | 

ſpeak for its ſelf, and Dr. Stillingfleet and his zealous 

|. companions be licenc'd to plead for them, and for * 

holy Fnpiter, fo fouly miſrepreſented by Antiquity, as ; 

to be believed an Arch Devil, whom Dr. Siilling flees * 
will prove to have been, 4 true God bleſſed for ever 
more. | 

Iſmael. The more I diſcourſe with you, the more | | 

I am perplexed in mind; I bid you adieu, and do | 
confeſs I carry with me from your difcourſe a diſlike 
| of what I have been hitherto an unſetrlement 1n my 
perſwafion, and a compaſſion of the poor Pagans , 
ſo unjuſtly baniſh'd from our Nation, it what DoCtor 

Stiliing fleet ſays, be true, he is a learned , Rehigt- ; 

ous, anddiligent ſearcher into Scripture ; the Ancient {| 

D Drs. and Fathers of the Church reading Scripture, | 

«' = Judged and taught, that Fufiter was a Devil, as- well _- 

as the reft of the Gods which the Gentiles adored ;-Dr. +! 

Stilling flezt and other Reformed D Drs. reading Scrip- © 
ture Judge he was no Devil, but the -rrn? God bleſ- 

fed for evermore ; any Child of the Reformation may _ 

believe either of both , and pu Fupirer in our Lita- | 
nies, as well as b $US Thriſt, and offer Sacrifice 
to him as formerly our Anceſtors did ; for whatever 
any man of ſound Jargon Nnges to be the-DoC- 
rine of Scripture, may be ſafely believed, and is the 
octrine of the Reformation : As for my part I ſee our 
Viſe Parliament fits now upon a new ſettlement of 
overnment and Religion, and I will not reſolye 
upon any Religion, until I ſee what it concludes. If 
r. S11ilzng fleet be ſo zealous as to put in a good word 
or Paganiſm before that Religious Afſcmbly, he may 
and Abettors, and as the Parliament cheriſhes Dr. 
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ui {+ | Ozxes for the extirpation of Popery, ſo it may cheriſh 
i; | Dr. Stillingfleet for the introduftion of Paganiſm, and 
'/| theereftingof Temples and Altars for boly Fupiter hjs 
; true and evermore bleſſed Go4 ; and if he be ſucceſsful in 
'. this undertaking, as for exchanging Presbytery for- | 
{ - Proteftancy, he was promoted to the Deanry of S. - 
| Foul, fo by changing Chriſtianity for Paganiſm, he 


may expect to be his Holy Fupiter's High Prieſt , in 


', Londen Capitol, and reign with him everlaſtingly in 
| the other life, incalc he believesthere is another. 
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